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INTRODUCTION

Called to contemplate the cost of discipleship, we might be helped by
translating Paul’s request to Philemon into our prayer of the day:
Refresh my heart in Christ. Strengthened by the company and
forgiveness of Christ in holy communion and recalling God’s grace in
remembrance of baptism, we can be strengthened in this hour to
“choose life”—to choose life in God as our own.

GATHERING

PRELUDE: “Come As You Are” by Crowder CCLI# 7017790
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r2zhf2mgqEMI

GREETING

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS

WCLC MISSION STATEMENT: A4s children of God, called
to love God and one another, we proclaim the Word of God
through study, prayer, worship, and discipleship. We serve
those in need within our congregation, our community, and

our world as an expression of God’s love for us. LOVE,
PROCLAIM, SERVE!

GATHER HYMN: “Gather Us In” ELW 532
CCLI#2893846 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MI9MfV6id1 LA

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, * one God, our maker, our
helper, and our keeper.
C: Amen.


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r2zhf2mqEMI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M9MfV6id1LA

P: Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin in the
presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Merciful and loving God,

C: we are your stiff-necked people. We trample on the
needy. We grumble about your grace to others. We turn
away from the poor. Have mercy on us and forgive our sins.
Rejoice over us as ones who were lost and have been found.
Amen.

P: Even when we are faithless, God remains faithful. Jesus
Christ came into the world to save sinners. You who were lost

have been found. In the name of =+ Jesus, your sins are forgiven!
C: Amen.

KYRIE (Spoken)

P: In peace, let us pray to the Lord.

C: Lord, have mercy.

P: For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to
the Lord.

C: Lord, have mercy.

P: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the
Church of God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
C: Lord, have mercy.

P: For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship
and praise, let us pray to the Lord.

C: Lord, have mercy.

P: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.

C: Amen, amen.

PRAYER OF THE DAY: Direct us, O Lord God, in all our
doings with your continual help, that in all our works,
begun, continued, and ended in you, we may glorify your
holy name; and finally, by your mercy, bring us to
everlasting life, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.




NOISY CAN OFFERING

SPECIAL MUSIC: “My Foundation” by Jordan St. Cyr
CCLI# 7223868 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y7 wHeX56cQ

WORD
First Reading: Deuteronomy 30:15-20

15«See, I have set before you today life and prosperity, death and
adversity. '°If you obey the commandments of the LORD your
God that I am commanding you today, by loving the LORD your
God, walking in his ways, and observing his commandments,
decrees, and ordinances, then you shall live and become
numerous, and the LORD your God will bless you in the land that
you are entering to possess. '’ But if your heart turns away and
you do not hear but are led astray to bow down to other gods and
serve them, '®I declare to you today that you shall certainly
perish; you shall not live long in the land that you are crossing
the Jordan to enter and possess. !° I call heaven and earth to
witness against you today that I have set before you life and
death, blessings and curses. Choose life so that you and your
descendants may live, 2° loving the LORD your God, obeying
him, and holding fast to him, for that means life to you and
length of days, so that you may live in the land that

the LORD swore to give to your ancestors, to Abraham, to Isaac,
and to Jacob.”

R: The Word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God!

Psalm: 1 (Responsively)

! Happy are they who have not walked in the counsel of the
wicked, nor lingered in the way of sinners, nor sat in the
seats of the scornful!

2 Their delight is in the law of the LORD,

and they meditate on God’s teaching day and night.


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y7_wHeX56cQ

3 They are like trees planted by streams of water, bearing fruit in
due season, with leaves that do not wither; everything
they do shall prosper.

41t is not so with the wicked;

they are like chaff which the wind blows away.

> Therefore the wicked shall not stand upright when judgment
comes, nor the sinner in the council of the righteous.

For the LORD knows the way of the righteous,

but the way of the wicked shall be destroyed.

Second Reading: Philemon 1-21

!'Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus, and Timothy our brother,

To our beloved coworker Philemon, 2 to our sister Apphia, to
our fellow soldier Archippus, and to the church in your house:

3 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord
Jesus Christ.

*I thank my God always when I mention you in my
prayers, > because I hear of your love for all the saints and your
faith toward the Lord Jesus. I pray that the partnership of your
faith may become effective as you comprehend all the good that
we share in Christ. ’ I have indeed received much joy and
encouragement from your love, because the hearts of the saints
have been refreshed through you, my brother.

8 For this reason, though I am more than bold enough in
Christ to command you to do the right thing, ° yet I would rather
appeal to you on the basis of love—and I, Paul, do this as an old
man and now also as a prisoner of Christ Jesus. !°T am appealing
to you for my child, Onesimus, whose father I have become
during my imprisonment. !! Formerly he was useless to you, but
now he is indeed useful to you and to me. >I am sending him,
that is, my own heart, back to you. 13T wanted to keep him with
me so that he might minister to me in your place during my
imprisonment for the gospel, ' but I preferred to do nothing
without your consent in order that your good deed might be
voluntary and not something forced. '° Perhaps this is the reason



he was separated from you for a while, so that you might have
him back for the long term, '®no longer as a slave but more than
a slave, a beloved brother—especially to me but how much more
to you, both in the flesh and in the Lord.

1780 if you consider me your partner, welcome him as you
would welcome me. '® If he has wronged you in any way or
owes you anything, charge that to me. '°1, Paul, am writing this
with my own hand: I will repay it. I say nothing about your
owing me even your own self. 2° Yes, brother, let me have this
benefit from you in the Lord! Refresh my heart in
Christ. 2! Confident of your obedience, I am writing to you,
knowing that you will do even more than I ask.

R: The Word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God!
Gospel Acclamation

P: Alleluia.

C: Alleluia.

P: Let your face shine upon your servant, and teach me your
statutes. Alleluia. (Ps. 119:135)

C: Alleluia.

Gospel: Luke 14:25-33

P: The Holy Gospel according to Luke.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.

25 Now large crowds were traveling with [Jesus], and he turned
and said to them, 2® “Whoever comes to me and does not hate
father and mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters, yes,
and even life itself, cannot be my disciple. 2’ Whoever does not
carry the cross and follow me cannot be my disciple. 28 For
which of you, intending to build a tower, does not first sit down
and estimate the cost, to see whether he has enough to complete
it? 2° Otherwise, when he has laid a foundation and is not able to
finish, all who see it will begin to ridicule him, ** saying, ‘This
fellow began to build and was not able to finish.” 3! Or what
king, going out to wage war against another king, will not sit
down first and consider whether he is able with ten thousand to



oppose the one who comes against him with twenty
thousand? 3 If he cannot, then while the other is still far away,
he sends a delegation and asks for the terms of peace. ** So
therefore, none of you can become my disciple if you do not
give up all your possessions.”

P: The gospel of the Lord. C: Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON Pastor Mike Erickson

HYMN OF THE DAY: “Will You Come And Follow Me”
ELW 798
CCLI #7215173 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Rqgc4AX4do4E

NICENE CREED

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God, begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation he came down from
heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the
virgin Mary and became truly human.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius
Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.

On the third day he rose again

in accordance with the scriptures;

he ascended into heaven

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory to judge the living
and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit,


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Rqc4AX4do4E

the Lord, the giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,

who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and
glorified, who has spoken through the prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of
sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the
life of the world to come. Amen.

INTERCESSIONS

P: God of grace, C: receive our prayer.

WE SHARE GOD’S PEACE

P: The peace of Christ be with you always.
C: And also with you.
P: Let us offer each other a sign of peace.

OFFERING

OFFERING PRAYER:

P: Lord of the harvest, we return to you a portion of what you
have given to us. Turn us to set our hope not on the uncertainty
of riches, but on you, who richly provides for us. Multiply what
we have gathered to bless all who are suffering and in need,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

C: Amen.

MEAL
GREAT THANKSGIVING

P: The Lord be with you.

C: And also with you.

P: Lift up your hearts.

C: We lift them to the Lord.

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.




PREFACE

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all
times and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty
and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this
day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious
resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.

And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth
and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their
unending hymn:

HOLY., HOLY. HOLY

Holy, holy, holy Lord,

God of power and might,

heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest. Hosanna in the highest.

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

P: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took
bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples,
saying: Take and eat; this 1s my body, given for you. Do this for
the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for
all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this
for the remembrance of me.

LORD’S PRAYER

P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.

Our Father,
who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;




and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,

forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

P: Jesus welcomes sinners and eats with them.
Come to this meal of mercy.

COMMUNION: “Hymn For Communion” by Michael W Smith
CCLI #7257307 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tCaTbPsO5Y 8

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION: O God, through this
meal you have strengthened us and appointed us to be your
servants. Send us to do good and to share our possessions
with all in need. We ask this in Jesus’ name. Amen.

SENDING

BLESSING

P: The God of righteousness, who gives justice to the oppressed,
who gives food to the hungry, who sets the prisoners free,

+ bless you now and forever.
C: Amen.

SENDING MUSIC: "Lift High The Cross” ELW 660
CCLI#5169 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xvP3DRTEtuo

DISMISSAL
P: Go in peace. Love! Proclaim! Serve!
C: Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by
permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #025369. New Revised Standard Version
Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ
in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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Prayer List

Requested: Jeanette (Davisson) Cain, Don Erickson, Jake Noggle,
Ardell Fortune, Julie Albertson, Larry Kohls, Sarah Updegraft-
Murray, Eric Clubb, Bill and Cindy Thias, Ben Phillips, Meca
Loftsgard, Tom Heyer, Carla Hanson, Keegan Klemp, Betty
Helgerson, Joshua Butikofer, Arline Davisson.

Assisted Living, Nursing Homes & Shut-Ins: Bud Siebrecht, Karen
Follett, Madonna Stumme, Doris Guyer, Evelyn Tague.

In the Military: Jeff Kleppe, Nathan Guyer, Kennedy White.

Sunday, August 31, 2025 Attendance: 47
Loose: $3.00 Noisy Can: $9.26
Regular: $380.00

Total General Fund: $392.26

What'?
Happeni
ST
Wed. 9/10 10:30am Copper Creek Service
2:30pm Confirmation
2-4pm Senior Fun Day
6:30pm Confirmation Parent’s Mtg.
Luther League
Sun. 9/14 9:30am RALLY SUNDAY
Bible Presentation
Backpack Blessing
Sunday School Teacher
Installation
Student Blessing
10:30am Fellowship
Noon Franzen Baptism

= Noisy Can Offering for 3" Quarter (July, August, September) will
be going toward the Roofing Project.

R
Y}.-%CONFIRMATION CLASS meet on Wednesdays, right after
school (2:30ish) until 3:30pm.

R
'~ Confirmation PARENT Mtg. is THIS Wed., September 10" @
6:30pm.



Senior Game Day is on September 10" & 24", from 2-4pm.

Come _]Oll’lS us for some games, snacks and fun! All are welcome!

Sunday, September 14

Backpack Blessing (please bring your backpack to worship)

e  WCLC 3 Graders will receive their Bibles
e Sunday School Teacher Installation
e Student Blessing
e Plus More......

Quilting begins Tues.,
September 16,

T Shirts!

e e
e evbtors

Gawes: BLESSwoRIDE

OCTOBER 11TH

+#Registration opens at 8 AM
#Ride begins 10 AM from St. John's
Farmersburg

+%$40.00 per vehicle

#Meal starts serving at noon
(freewill offering)

+Bags starts at 1:30 PM

+Games, Music and Fun!
#Proceeds go to Heather Hageman
Shepherd of the Hills Director
#Questions? 563.258.2936 or
pastorjeremywolfe@gmail.com

e

— e

Shepherd of the Hills Hog Roast 'J/

October 5, 2025 4:00pm-7:00pm
St. Olaf. lowa Auditorium

\\\

Dineln &
Carryout

FREE WILL DONATION

Serving: pulled pork sandwiches, cheesy
potatoes, baked beans, salads, desserts
and beverages

Online auction bidding starts 9/15-10/4

Facebook: Shepherd of the Hills Ministry

In person bidding starts at the Hog Roast
from 4pm-6pm

COME JOIN US FOR
THE FALL 2025 COUNTRY IN THE HILLS
* ARTS AND CRAFT SHOW = {

SAWIDAV!PTEIIIEIH
Coatact Deborsh G @ $563-380-1950

CRAFTERS A ‘AHTI 7S WANTED
FOOD AKD FUNFOR ALL

IYTN[M!RITIE Mﬂ PARK
on Hwy 18




