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September 21, 2025
INTRODUCTION

As we are invited today to consider what it means to be managers
(rather than owners) of all that we have, it is crucial to recognize that
we are bought with a price. “Christ Jesus, himself human, . . . gave
himself a ransom for all.” Apart from the generosity of God we have
nothing—we are nothing. By God’s gracious favor we have
everything we need.

GATHERING

PRELUDE: “Sing Your Praise To The Lord” by Amy Grant
CCLI #81389 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eBr9hXa3fac

GREETING

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS

WCLC MISSION STATEMENT: As children of God, called to
love God and one another, we proclaim the Word of God through
study, prayer, worship, and discipleship. We serve those in need

within our congregation, our community, and our world as an
expression of God’s love for us. LOVE, PROCLAIM, SERVE!

GATHER HYMN: “Son of God, Eternal Savior” ELW 655
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kEG91Wqgq2GY

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, - one God, our maker, our helper,
and our keeper.
C: Amen.

P: Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin in the presence
of God and of one another.


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eBr9hXa3fac
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kEG9jWqq2GY

Silence is kept for reflection.
Merciful and loving God,

C: we are your stiff-necked people. We trample on the needy.
We grumble about your grace to others. We turn away from
the poor. Have mercy on us and forgive our sins. Rejoice over
us as ones who were lost and have been found. Amen.

P: Even when we are faithless, God remains faithful. Jesus Christ
came into the world to save sinners. You who were lost have been

found. In the name of + Jesus, your sins are forgiven!
C: Amen.

KYRIE (Spoken)

P: In peace, let us pray to the Lord.

C: Lord, have mercy.

P: For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to
the Lord.

C: Lord, have mercy.

P: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the
Church of God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
C: Lord, have mercy.

P: For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and
praise, let us pray to the Lord.

C: Lord, have mercy.

P: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.

C: Amen, amen.

PRAYER OF THE DAY: God among us, we gather in the
name of your Son to learn love for one another. Keep our feet
from evil paths. Turn our minds to your wisdom and our
hearts to the grace revealed in your Son, Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord. Amen.

NOISY CAN OFFERING

SPECIAL MUSIC: “Your Way’s Better” by Forrest Frank
CCLI #7262902 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T1LRsp8gBYO0



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T1LRsp8qBY0

Lyrics:
When I'm overwhelmed within

From the weight of all my sin

I need a friend to call my own

I need a house to call my home
When I'm broken down inside
And there's nowhere else to hide
I need a place where I feel known
Can someone help me?

Then I hear Your reply

Bringing teardrops to my eyes
Saying I'm not alone

Oh Lord, I need You now more than ever
Would You put my heart back together

I searched the world 'til my head hurt
Just to find out Your way's better

Oh-oh, Your way's better

Oh-oh, Your way's better

Oh, Lord, Your way's better

Jesus, Your way's better

Lord, I am so thankful for the ways that You blessed me
Everything You say making waves like a jet ski

You love every part of me, even when I was messy

Now I see the heart in Your beauty

So, I can finally sing Jehovah-Jireh provider

Your way always gets me higher

Even on my darkest days, You're a lighter

My Messiah

Oh Lord, I need You now more than ever
Would You put my heart back together

I searched the world 'til my head hurt
Just to find out Your way's better

Oh-oh, Your way's better

Oh-oh, Your way's better

Oh, Lord, Your way's better

Jesus (mm)

Lord, I need You now more than ever
Would You put my heart back together



I searched the world 'til my head hurt

Just to find out Your way's better

Oh-oh, Your way's better

Oh-oh, Your way's better

Oh, Lord, Your way's better

Jesus, Your way's better

Oh-oh, Your way's better

Oh-oh, Your way's better

Oh-oh, Your way's better

Jesus, Your way's better

It's better, better, better (oh-oh, Your way's better)
It's better, better, better (oh-oh, Your way's better)
It's better, better, better (oh-oh, Your way's better)
It's better than the rest (oh-oh, Your way's better)

HEALING SERVICE

P: The order for healing is an expression in worship of the church’s
ministry of healing. Here all who sense the need for God’s healing
in any aspect of their lives may join in prayer for others and
themselves. Here each person may come to receive a word of
blessing and prayer. Here each one may also receive a physical
gesture of healing; the laying on of hands, which may be
accompanied by anointing with oil. These signs, first given in
baptism, tell us again that we are sealed by the Holy Spirit and
marked forever with the cross of Christ, who 1s health and
salvation for the whole world.

In its ministry of healing, the church does not replace the gifts of
God that come through the scientific community nor does it
promise a cure. Rather, the church offers and celebrates gifts such
as these. God’s presence with strength and comfort in time of
suffering, God’s promise of wholeness and peace, and God’s love
embodied in the community of faith.

INTRODUCTION

P: Our Lord Jesus healed many as a sign of the reign of God come
near and sent the disciples to continue this work of healing—with
prayer, the laying on of hands, and anointing. In the name of
Christ, the great healer and reconciler of the world, we now entrust
to God all who are in need of healing.




PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
P: In your great mercy, C: hear us, O God.

LAYING ON OF HANDS

P: Sisters and brothers, I invite you to come and receive a sign of
healing and wholeness in the name of the triune God.
Those receiving the laying on of hands approach & kneel or stand.

Please respond: Amen. (following your blessing)
P: Let us pray.

Living God, through the laying on of hands and anointing, grant
comfort in suffering to all who are in need of healing. When they
are afraid, give them courage; when afflicted, give them patience;
when dejected, give them hope; and when alone, assure them of the
support of your holy people. We ask this through Christ our Lord.
C: Amen.

WORD

First Reading: Amos 8:4-7

4 Hear this, you who trample on the needy,

and bring to ruin the poor of the land,

> saying, “When will the new moon be over
so that we may sell grain,

and the Sabbath,
so that we may offer wheat for sale?

We will make the ephah smaller and the shekel heavier
and practice deceit with false balances,

®buying the poor for silver
and the needy for a pair of sandals
and selling the sweepings of the wheat.”

"The LORD has sworn by the pride of Jacob:
Surely I will never forget any of their deeds.

R: The Word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God!

Psalm: 113 (Responsively)

! Hallelujah! Give praise, you servants of the LORD;
praise the name of the LORD.



2 Let the name of the LORD be blessed,
from this time forth forevermore.
3 From the rising of the sun to its going down
let the name of the LORD be praised.
*The LORD is high above all nations;
God’s glory above the heavens.
>Who is like the LORD our God, who sits enthroned on high,
®but stoops to behold the heavens and the earth?
"The LORD takes up the weak out of the dust
and lifts up the poor from the ashes,
$ enthroning them with the rulers, with the rulers of the people.
 The LORD makes the woman of a childless house
to be a joyful mother of children. Hallelujah!

Second Reading: 1 Timothy 2:1-7

!First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions,
and thanksgivings be made for everyone, * for kings and all who
are in high positions, so that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life
in all godliness and dignity. ® This is right and acceptable before
God our Savior, * who desires everyone to be saved and to come to
the knowledge of the truth. ° For there is one God; there is also one
mediator between God and humankind, Christ Jesus, himself
human, ® who gave himself a ransom for all—this was attested at
the right time.” For this I was appointed a herald and an apostle (I
am telling the truth; I am not lying), a teacher of the gentiles in
faith and truth.

R: The Word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God!
Gospel Acclamation

P: Alleluia.

C: Alleluia.

P: Live your life in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ; strive
side by side for the faith of the gospel. Alleluia. (Phil. 1:27)

C: Alleluia.




Gospel: Luke 16:1-13

P: The Holy Gospel according to Luke.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.

' Then Jesus said to the disciples, “There was a rich man who had a
manager, and charges were brought to him that this man was
squandering his property. > So he summoned him and said to him,
‘What is this that [ hear about you? Give me an accounting of your
management because you cannot be my manager any
longer.” 3 Then the manager said to himself, ‘What will I do, now
that my master is taking the position away from me? I am not
strong enough to dig, and I am ashamed to beg. *1 have decided
what to do so that, when I am dismissed as manager, people may
welcome me into their homes.” ° So, summoning his master’s
debtors one by one, he asked the first, ‘How much do you owe my
master?’ ¢ He answered, ‘A hundred jugs of olive oil.” He said to
him, ‘Take your bill, sit down quickly, and make it fifty.” ? Then he
asked another, ‘And how much do you owe?’ He replied, ‘A
hundred containers of wheat.” He said to him, ‘Take your bill and
make it eighty.” ® And his master commended the dishonest
manager because he had acted shrewdly, for the children of this
age are more shrewd in dealing with their own generation than are
the children of light. ° And I tell you, make friends for yourselves
by means of dishonest wealth so that when it is gone they may
welcome you into the eternal homes.

10“Whoever is faithful in a very little is faithful also in much,
and whoever is dishonest in a very little is dishonest also in
much. ' If, then, you have not been faithful with the dishonest
wealth, who will entrust to you the true riches? '* And if you have
not been faithful with what belongs to another, who will give you
what is your own? ¥ No slave can serve two masters, for a slave
will either hate the one and love the other or be devoted to the one
and despise the other. You cannot serve God and wealth.”

P: The gospel of the Lord. C: Praise to you, O Christ.

CHILDREN’S SERMON Mark Erickson

**Sunday school youth and teachers are dismissed to class.**



SERMON Pastor Mike Erickson

HYMN OF THE DAY: “Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound”
CCLI Song # 22025 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=219rU2P7F _Q
ELW 779

APOSTLES CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit

and born of the Virgin Mary.

He suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried.

He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic Church,

the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

WE SHARE GOD’S PEACE

P: The peace of Christ be with you always.
C: And also with you.
P: Let us offer each other a sign of peace.

OFFERING
OFFERING PRAYER:

P: Lord of the harvest, we return to you a portion of what you have
given to us. Turn us to set our hope not on the uncertainty of
riches, but on you, who richly provides for us. Multiply what we
have gathered to bless all who are suffering and in need,

through Jesus Christ our Lord.

C: Amen.



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=219rU2P7F_Q

LORD’S PRAYER

P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.

Our Father,
who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

SENDING

BLESSING

P: The God of righteousness, who gives justice to the oppressed,

who gives food to the hungry, who sets the prisoners free, - bless
you now and forever.
C: Amen.

SENDING MUSIC: “Rise Up, O Saints of God” ELW 669
(40 second introduction) https.// www.youtube.com/watch?v=uQil4RTBXeU

DISMISSAL
P: Go in peace. Love! Proclaim! Serve!
C: Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by
permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #025369. New Revised Standard Version
Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ
in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

Prayer List

Requested: Jeanette (Davisson) Cain, Don Erickson, Jake Noggle,
Ardell Fortune, Julie Albertson, Larry Kohls, Sarah Updegraff-
Murray, Eric Clubb, Bill and Cindy Thias, Ben Phillips, Meca
Loftsgard, Tom Heyer, Carla Hanson, Keegan Klemp, Betty
Helgerson, Joshua Butikofer, Arline Davisson.


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uQil4RTBXeU

Assisted Living, Nursing Homes & Shut-Ins: Bud Siebrecht, Karen
Follett, Madonna Stumme, Doris Guyer, Evelyn Tague.

In the Military: Jeff Kleppe, Nathan Guyer, Kennedy White.

Sunday, September 14, 2025 Attendance: 59
Loose: $§156.00 Noisy Can: $140.30
Regular: $1,145.00

Total General Fund: $1,441.30

Building / Roof: $100.00

What'?
Happeni
~—
Tues. 9/23 9am Quilting
Wed. 9/24 10am Stoney Brook Service
2:30pm Confirmation
2-4pm Senior Fun Day
Sat. 9/27 Lois Jellings 100" Birthday Party
Sun. 9/28 9:30am Worship Service
Holy Communion
Sunday School

10:30am Fellowship

>

’?Noisy Can Offering for 3™ Quarter (July, August, September) will
be going toward the Roofing Project.

lupeGies. Senior Game Day is on September 24", from 2-4pm. Come
Joins us for some games, snacks and fun! All are welcome!

p -

& Stavanger Lutheran is having their Fall Dinner TODAY,

serving from 11am-1pm @ St. Theresa of Calcutta (DeSales

Gym). Serving: Swiss steak, mashed potatoes/gravy, green beans,

orange salad, assorted pies & desserts, beverage. $15.00 for Adults,
$7.00 for 5-9 Year Olds, Free for under 5.

“Quilting is on Tuesday’s @ 9am. All welcome!!

\..J Lois Jellings is 100! Stop in at West Clermont to wish Lois
“happy birthday” on Sat., September 27% from Noon-2pm.



l!\f‘,hvvr
“7% " WCLC Fall Dinner is Sun., Oct. 19" from 10:30am-1:30pm

@ the Opera House. Please watch for details and sign-up sheets.

E@St Paul’s Lutheran Sr. Youth Drive-Thru Supper is
TODAY, from 4:30-6:30pm in Postville, Serving: pork burger or hot
dog, cheesy potatoes, green beans, & dessert. $12/meal. All proceeds
to go toward Sr. Youth Washington DC Service Trip in 2026.

Q CONGREGATIONAL VOTE will take place on Sunday,
October 5™, during worship. At that time, we will be voting for
the color of our new steel roof.

N N Sl N
;\\"‘ Shepherd of the Hills Hog Roast *%
October 5, 2025 4:00pm-7:00pm

St. Olaf. lowa Auditorium

i i [II!I]ER HERE:
OCTOBER 11TH §

+Registration opens at 8 AM

#Ride begins 10 AM from St. John's
Farmersburg

#%$40.00 per vehicle

+Meal starts serving at noon
(freewill offering)

+#Bags starts at 1:30 PM

Dineln &
Carryout

FREE W”.L DONAT'ON +Games, Music and Fun!
Serving: pulled pork sandwiches, cheesy ;Em‘;‘eegs %‘:I::“ :_e”atg?r Htageman
epherd of the Hills Director
potatoes, baked beans, salads, desserts +Questions? 563.258.2936 or
and beverages pastorjeremywolfe@gmail.com

Online auction bidding starts 9/15-10/4

Facebook: Shepherd of the Hills Ministry

In person bidding starts at the Hog Roast
from 4pm-6pm

SUNDAY SCHOOL

ORGAN
CONCERT INFORMATION

DR. CHARLES BARLAND
UNIVERSITY ORGANIST -UNIVERSITY OF DUBUQUE

Sunday school will dismiss at 10:45am
this year. This will give us a little more
time with the children and will give
parents a consistent time for pick up.

PARENTS: Please join us in the
fellowship area and enjoy some coffee,

UNION SUNDAY SCHOOL . . .

R treats and conversation while you wait

for you kiddo(s).




