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14th Sunday after Pentecost 

September 14, 2025 

INTRODUCTION 

The grumbling of the religious leaders in today’s gospel is actually 

our holy hope: This Jesus welcomes sinners and eats with them. That 

our God seeks and saves the lost is not only a holy hope, it is our only 

hope. As the writer of 1 Timothy reminds us, “The saying is sure and 

worthy of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to 

save sinners.” Thanks be to God. 

GATHERING 

PRELUDE 

GREETING 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  

C:  And also with you. 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

WCLC MISSION STATEMENT: As children of God, called to 

love God and one another, we proclaim the Word of God through 

study, prayer, worship, and discipleship.  We serve those in need 

within our congregation, our community, and our world as an 

expression of God’s love for us.  LOVE, PROCLAIM, SERVE! 

GATHER HYMN: Savior Like A Shepherd Lead Us ELW 789 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, our maker, our helper, 

and our keeper. 

C: Amen. 

P: Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin in the presence 

of God and of one another. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Merciful and loving God, 



C: we are your stiff-necked people. We trample on the needy. 

We grumble about your grace to others. We turn away from 

the poor. Have mercy on us and forgive our sins. Rejoice over 

us as ones who were lost and have been found. Amen. 

P: Even when we are faithless, God remains faithful. Jesus Christ 

came into the world to save sinners. You who were lost have been 

found. In the name of ☩ Jesus, your sins are forgiven! 

C: Amen. 

KYRIE       ELW pg. 120 

CANTICLE OF PRAISE:“Glory to God…” ELW pg. 121 

PRAYER OF THE DAY: O God, overflowing with mercy and 

compassion, you lead back to yourself all those who go astray. 

Preserve your people in your loving care, that we may reject 

whatever is contrary to you and may follow all things that 

sustain our life in your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 

BIBLE PRESENTATION 

P:  Parents, when you brought your child to Holy Baptism, you 

made promises to your child.  One of those promises was that an 

appropriate time you would “place in their hands the Holy 

Scriptures.”  Today is that appropriate time.  Just as the 

congregation witnessed your promises on the day of Baptism, so 

today we will witness the fulfilling of your promise. 

Children, we are excited that today you will receive your own 

Bible.  In this book you will continue to learn the stories of God’s 

journey with God’s people through many, many years.   

Now you will read for yourselves the stories of Jesus, God’s 

greatest gift to us.  You already know the story of Christmas, of 

Jesus being born as a baby.  The Bible contains all the great stories 

about Jesus.  You will be able to read for yourselves how Jesus 

died for us because God loves us so much.   



Parents, your church provides these Bibles so that we can support 

you in the faithful carrying out of your promises.   

The Bibles are now handed to the parents who will hold them for a 

moment. The parents now place the Bible in the hands of their 

children saying together: 

Parents:  We did promise to give you the Bible.  We are so 

pleased that now you can read for yourself the stories about 

Jesus.  Receive this Bible. Join us in reading it regularly. Learn 

and tell its stories. Discover its mysteries.  Ask us questions. 

Honor its commandments. Rejoice in the Good News of God’s 

love for us in Jesus. May God’s life-giving Spirit inspire you and 

make you wise. 

P: Let us pray. 

Jesus, we thank you for the Bible.  We thank you for these parents 

and children.  We will encourage each other to faithful use of the 

Bible.   

C: Amen.     

P: Treasure the Bible but remember it is to be used and studied 

well.  If you wear it out because you read it so much, we will 

replace it! 

 
BACKPACK & TEACHER/STUDENT BLESSINGS 

P: This Sunday, we invite all the children, teachers and school staff 

who have returned to school to come forward for a blessing.  Those 

of you who have your hearts full of hopes, uncertainties & dreams 

for this new year, come forward. (Children, teachers, & staff come 

forward or stand where you are.) 

P: For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter 

under heaven.  Welcome to this time of change, excitement and 

new opportunities.  Students, in the book of Romans, Saint Paul 

encourages us to be transformed by the renewing of minds, so that 

we may discern what is the will of God – what is good, acceptable 

and perfect (Romans 12:2b).  When Jesus was twelve he went with 



his parents to Jerusalem.  He stayed in the temple, listening to and 

asking questions of the teacher there.  Will you do your best to 

listen and learn from the teachers in your school this year?  If so, 

please say, “We will, and we ask God to help us!” 

YOUTH: We will, and we ask God to help us! 

P:  Students, teachers & staff: Proverbs 3:5 tells us to trust in the 

Lord with all our heart and not to rely on what we think we know.  

If we remember the Lord, the Lord will show us the right way.  

Will you trust God & look for signs of God’s presence as you go 

through your school day?  If so, answer, “We will, and we ask God 

to help us.” 

YOUTH, TEACHERS, STAFF: We will, and we ask God to 

help us! 

P: (Lifting a backpack) For all good things God has provided for 

us, let us join in praise & thanksgiving.  For pens, pencils, crayons, 

& markers, 

ALL:  Thanks be to God! 

P: For notebooks, paper and folders, calculators and student 

planners, 

ALL:  Thanks be to God! 

P: For these students: in preschool, elementary, junior high or 

middle school, senior high school, college, vocational school or 

graduate school; for all their different talents and gifts, for their 

insight and commitment to learning, 

ALL:  Thanks be to God! 

P: For all staff, for their work in providing support to those who 

teach and learn; 

ALL:  Thanks be to God! 

P: For all teachers, for their dedication, love of students and 

learning, 

ALL:  Thanks be to God! 

PRAYER: (unison) Gracious God, you have promised to keep 

us safe and holy.  Be present with our students, teachers & staff 

during this time of preparation for school.  Give each one an 

open and eager mind.  Protect all your children from 



temptation and guide them with your love.  Bless teachers & 

staff with patience, strength and love.  Amen. 

P: The Lord will keep your going out and your coming in from this 

time on and forevermore. Psalm 121:8 

*Portions taken from For Everything There is a Season: 75 Blessings for Daily Life, 

Copyright 1999 by Zion Publishing. 

NOISY CAN OFFERING 

SPECIAL MUSIC: “Can’t Steal My Joy” by Josiah Queen & 

Brandon Lake CCLI #7251458 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qiAw7an2opU 

WORD 

First Reading:  Exodus 32:7-14 

7 The LORD said to Moses, “Go down at once! Your people, whom 

you brought up out of the land of Egypt, have acted 

perversely; 8 they have been quick to turn aside from the way that I 

commanded them; they have cast for themselves an image of a calf 

and have worshiped it and sacrificed to it and said, ‘These are your 

gods, O Israel, who brought you up out of the land of 

Egypt!’ ” 9 The LORD said to Moses, “I have seen this people, how 

stiff-necked they are. 10 Now let me alone so that my wrath may 

burn hot against them and I may consume them, and of you I will 

make a great nation.” 

  11 But Moses implored the LORD his God and said, “O LORD, 

why does your wrath burn hot against your people, whom you 

brought out of the land of Egypt with great power and with a 

mighty hand? 12 Why should the Egyptians say, ‘It was with evil 

intent that he brought them out to kill them in the mountains and to 

consume them from the face of the earth’? Turn from your fierce 

wrath; change your mind and do not bring disaster on your 

people. 13 Remember Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, your servants, 

how you swore to them by your own self, saying to them, ‘I will 

multiply your descendants like the stars of heaven, and all this land 

that I have promised I will give to your descendants, and they shall 

inherit it forever.’ ” 14 And the LORD changed his mind about the 

disaster that he planned to bring on his people. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qiAw7an2opU


R:  The Word of the Lord.          C: Thanks be to God! 

Psalm: 51:1-10 (Responsively) 

1 Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love; 

  in your great compassion blot out my offenses. 
2 Wash me through and through from my wickedness, 

  and cleanse me from my sin. 
3 For I know my offenses, and my sin is ever before me. 
4 Against you only have I sinned and done what is evil in  

your sight; so you are justified when you speak and  

right in your judgment. 
5 Indeed, I was born steeped in wickedness, 

  a sinner from my mother’s womb. 
6 Indeed, you delight in truth deep within me, 

  and would have me know wisdom deep within. 
7 Remove my sins with hyssop, and I shall be clean; 

  wash me, and I shall be purer than snow. 
8 Let me hear joy and gladness; 

  that the body you have broken may rejoice. 
9 Hide your face from my sins, and blot out all my wickedness. 
10 Create in me a clean heart, O God, 

  and renew a right spirit within me. 

Second Reading:  1 Timothy 1:12-17 

12 I am grateful to Christ Jesus our Lord, who has strengthened me, 

because he considered me faithful and appointed me to his 

service, 13 even though I was formerly a blasphemer, a persecutor, 

and a man of violence. But I received mercy because I had acted 

ignorantly in unbelief, 14 and the grace of our Lord overflowed for 

me with the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus. 15 The saying is 

sure and worthy of full acceptance: that Christ Jesus came into the 

world to save sinners—of whom I am the foremost. 16 But for that 

very reason I received mercy, so that in me, as the foremost, Jesus 

Christ might display the utmost patience as an example to those 



who would come to believe in him for eternal life. 17 To the King 

of the ages, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and glory 

forever and ever. Amen. 

R:  The Word of the Lord.          C: Thanks be to God! 

Gospel Acclamation     ELW pg. 124 

Gospel: Luke 15:1-10 

P: The Holy Gospel according to Luke.  

C: Glory to you, O Lord. 

1 Now all the tax collectors and sinners were coming near to listen 

to [Jesus.] 2 And the Pharisees and the scribes were grumbling and 

saying, “This fellow welcomes sinners and eats with them.” 

  3 So he told them this parable: 4 “Which one of you, having a 

hundred sheep and losing one of them, does not leave the ninety-

nine in the wilderness and go after the one that is lost until he finds 

it? 5 And when he has found it, he lays it on his shoulders and 

rejoices. 6 And when he comes home, he calls together his friends 

and neighbors, saying to them, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have found 

my lost sheep.’ 7 Just so, I tell you, there will be more joy in heaven 

over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous 

persons who need no repentance. 

  8 “Or what woman having ten silver coins, if she loses one of 

them, does not light a lamp, sweep the house, and search carefully 

until she finds it? 9 And when she has found it, she calls together 

her friends and neighbors, saying, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have 

found the coin that I had lost.’ 10 Just so, I tell you, there is joy in 

the presence of the angels of God over one sinner who repents.” 

P:  The gospel of the Lord.          C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 

CHILDREN’S SERMON    Mark Erickson 

**Sunday school youth and teachers are dismissed to class.** 

SERMON                     Pastor Mike Erickson 

HYMN OF THE DAY: “Softly And Tenderly, Jesus Is Calling”   

          ELW 608 

 



APOSTLES CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 

and born of the Virgin Mary.  

He suffered under Pontius Pilate,  

was crucified, died, and was buried.  

He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again.  

He ascended into heaven,  

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  

He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

the holy catholic Church,  

the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  

the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

INTERCESSIONS 

P:  God of grace,  C: receive our prayer. 

WE SHARE GOD’S PEACE 

P: The peace of Christ be with you always. 

C: And also with you.  

P: Let us offer each other a sign of peace. 

OFFERING   

OFFERING PRAYER:  

P: Lord of the harvest, we return to you a portion of what you have 

given to us. Turn us to set our hope not on the uncertainty of 

riches, but on you, who richly provides for us. Multiply what we 

have gathered to bless all who are suffering and in need, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen. 

 



LORD’S PRAYER 

P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 

Our Father,  

who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread;  

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory,  

forever and ever. Amen. 

SENDING 

BLESSING 

P: The God of righteousness, who gives justice to the oppressed, 

who gives food to the hungry, who sets the prisoners free, ☩ bless 

you now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

SENDING MUSIC: “Lord, Dismiss Us With Your Blessing” 

                 ELW 545 

DISMISSAL 

P: Go in peace. Love! Proclaim! Serve!  

C: Thanks be to God. 

POSTLUDE 

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by 

permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #025369. New Revised Standard Version 

Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ 

in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

Prayer List 

Requested:  Jeanette (Davisson) Cain, Don Erickson, Jake Noggle, 

Ardell Fortune, Julie Albertson, Larry Kohls, Sarah Updegraff-

Murray, Eric Clubb, Bill and Cindy Thias, Ben Phillips, Meca 

Loftsgard, Tom Heyer, Carla Hanson, Keegan Klemp, Betty 

Helgerson, Joshua Butikofer, Arline Davisson. 



Assisted Living, Nursing Homes & Shut-Ins:  Bud Siebrecht, Karen 

Follett, Madonna Stumme, Doris Guyer, Evelyn Tague. 

In the Military: Jeff Kleppe, Nathan Guyer, Kennedy White. 

Sunday, September 7, 2025                 Attendance: 38 

Noisy Can: $29.61          Loose: $71.00 

Regular: $1,480.00          Copies: $76.50 

Sunday School: $10.00 - IMO Vic Patterson 

Total General Fund: $1,667.11 
   Roof: $1,890.00 (150.00 IMO Karen Kohls, 30.00 IMO Judy  

   Nelson, 1510.00 IMO Vic Patterson, 200.00 roof giving) 

   Solar: $1,525.00 (25.00 In Honor of Roger & Carol Berg Anniv,   

   1500.00 IMO Vic Patterson) 

Building Fund: $3,415.00 

Memorial Fund: $2,000.00 IMO Vic Patterson 

                                                                                            .       

Mon. 9/15  6pm    Community Club Mtg. 

Tues. 9/16  9am  Quilting 

Wed. 9/17  1:30pm WELCA Bible Study 

   2:30pm Confirmation 

Sun. 9/21  9:30am HEALING SUNDAY  

     Sunday School 

   10:30am Fellowship 

 

Noisy Can Offering for 3rd Quarter (July, August, September) will 

be going toward the Roofing Project. 

Senior Game Day is on September 24th, from 2-4pm. Come 

joins us for some games, snacks and fun! All are welcome! 

Quilting begins this Tuesday, Sept. 16th @ 9am. All welcome!! 

 Stavanger Lutheran will have a Fall Dinner Sun, Sept. 21st, 

serving from 11am-1pm @ St. Theresa of Calcutta (DeSales 

Gym).  Serving: Swiss steak, mashed potatoes/gravy, green beans, 

orange salad, assorted pies & desserts, beverage. $15.00 for Adults, 

$7.00 for 5-9 Year Olds - Free for under 5. 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


