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1st Communion & Reformation 

Sunday 

October 26, 2025 

INTRODUCTION 

Rooted in the past and growing into the future, the church must 

always be reformed in order to live out the love of Christ in an ever-

changing world. We celebrate the good news of God’s grace, that 

Jesus Christ sets us free every day to do this life-transforming work. 

Trusting in the freedom given to us in baptism, we pray for the 

church, that Christians will unite more fully in worship and mission. 

GATHERING 

PRELUDE  

GREETING 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.   

C:  And also with you. 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

WCLC MISSION STATEMENT: As children of God, called to 

love God and one another, we proclaim the Word of God through 

study, prayer, worship, and discipleship.  We serve those in need 

within our congregation, our community, and our world as an 

expression of God’s love for us.  LOVE, PROCLAIM, SERVE! 

GATHER HYMN:   “My Faith looks Up To Thee”   ELW 759 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, our maker, our helper, 

and our keeper. 

C: Amen. 

P: Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin in the presence 

of God and of one another. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 



Merciful and loving God, 

C: we are your stiff-necked people. We trample on the needy. 

We grumble about your grace to others. We turn away from 

the poor. Have mercy on us and forgive our sins. Rejoice over 

us as ones who were lost and have been found. Amen. 

P: Even when we are faithless, God remains faithful. Jesus Christ 

came into the world to save sinners. You who were lost have been 

found. In the name of ☩ Jesus, your sins are forgiven!  

C: Amen. 

KYRIE       ELW pg. 120 

CANTICLE OF PRAISE: “This is the feast…” ELW pg. 122     

PRAYER OF THE DAY: Almighty God, gracious Lord, we 

thank you that your Holy Spirit renews the church in every 

age. Pour out your Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep 

them steadfast in your word, protect and comfort them in 

times of trial, defend them against all enemies of the gospel, 

and bestow on the church your saving peace, through Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

NOISY CAN OFFERING 

SPECIAL MUSIC:“Flowers” by Phil Wickham CCLI #1578310 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Hsc9mk9ZySE 

MEAL 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 

P: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

P: Lift up your hearts. 

C: We lift them to the Lord. 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Hsc9mk9ZySE


PREFACE 

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all 

times and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and 

merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day 

overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection 

opened to us the way of everlasting life.  

And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and 

the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending 

hymn: 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY    ELW pg. 130  

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

P: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took 

bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, 

saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for 

the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for 

all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this 

for the remembrance of me.   

LORD’S PRAYER 

P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 

Our Father,  

who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread;  

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory,  

forever and ever. Amen. 

 



INVITATION TO COMMUNION  

P: Jesus welcomes sinners and eats with them. 

Come to this meal of mercy. 

First Communion families will commune first. 

Once the communicants and their families have received the Body 

and the Blood of Christ, then remaining congregation members 

will come forward to commune. 

COMMUNION  

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION: O God, through this meal 

you have strengthened us and appointed us to be your servants. 

Send us to do good and to share our possessions with all in 

need. We ask this in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

WORD 

First Reading:  Jeremiah 31:31-34 

31 The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will make a 

new covenant with the house of Israel and the house of Judah. 32 It 

will not be like the covenant that I made with their ancestors when 

I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt—a 

covenant that they broke, though I was their husband, says 

the LORD. 33 But this is the covenant that I will make with the 

house of Israel after those days, says the LORD: I will put my law 

within them, and I will write it on their hearts, and I will be their 

God, and they shall be my people. 34 No longer shall they teach one 

another or say to each other, “Know the LORD,” for they shall all 

know me, from the least of them to the greatest, says the LORD, for 

I will forgive their iniquity and remember their sin no more. 

R:  The Word of the Lord.          C: Thanks be to God! 

Psalm: 46 (Responsively) 

1 God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble. 
2 Therefore we will not fear, though the earth be moved, 

  and though the mountains shake in the depths of the sea; 
3 though its waters rage and foam, 

  and though the mountains tremble with its tumult. 



4 There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, 

  the holy habitation of the Most High. 
5 God is in the midst of the city; it shall not be shaken; 

  God shall help it at the break of day. 
6 The nations rage, and the kingdoms shake; 

  God speaks, and the earth melts away. 
7 The LORD of hosts is with us; 

  the God of Jacob is our stronghold. 
8 Come now, regard the works of the LORD, 

  what desolations God has brought upon the earth; 
9 behold the one who makes war to cease in all the world; who  

breaks the bow, and shatters the spear, and burns the shields 

with fire. 
10 “Be still, then, and know that I am God; I will be exalted  

among the nations; I will be exalted in the earth.” 
11 The LORD of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our stronghold. 

Second Reading: Romans 3:19-28 
19 Now we know that, whatever the law says, it speaks to those who 

are under the law, so that every mouth may be silenced and the 

whole world may be held accountable to God. 20 For no human will 

be justified before him by deeds prescribed by the law, for through 

the law comes the knowledge of sin. 

  21 But now, apart from the law, the righteousness of God has 

been disclosed and is attested by the Law and the Prophets, 22 the 

righteousness of God through the faith of Jesus Christ for all who 

believe. For there is no distinction, 23 since all have sinned and fall 

short of the glory of God; 24 they are now justified by his grace as a 

gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25 whom God 

put forward as a sacrifice of atonement by his blood, effective 

through faith. He did this to demonstrate his righteousness, because 

in his divine forbearance he had passed over the sins previously 

committed; 26 it was to demonstrate at the present time his own 

righteousness, so that he is righteous and he justifies the one who 

has the faith of Jesus. 

  27 Then what becomes of boasting? It is excluded. Through what 

kind of law? That of works? No, rather through the law of 



faith. 28 For we hold that a person is justified by faith apart from 

works prescribed by the law. 

R:  The Word of the Lord.          C: Thanks be to God! 

Gospel Acclamation     ELW pg. 124  

Gospel: John 8:31-36 

P: The Holy Gospel according to John.  

C: Glory to you, O Lord. 

31 Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you continue 

in my word, you are truly my disciples, 32 and you will know the 

truth, and the truth will make you free.” 33 They answered him, 

“We are descendants of Abraham and have never been slaves to 

anyone. What do you mean by saying, ‘You will be made free’?” 

  34 Jesus answered them, “Very truly, I tell you, everyone who 

commits sin is a slave to sin. 35 The slave does not have a 

permanent place in the household; the son has a place there 

forever. 36 So if the Son makes you free, you will be free indeed.” 

P:  The gospel of the Lord.          C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 

CHILDREN’S SERMON    Mark Erickson 

**Sunday school youth and teachers are dismissed to class.** 

SERMON                     Pastor Mike Erickson 

HYMN OF THE DAY: “My Hope Is Built On Nothing Less” 

           ELW 597 

NICENE CREED 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,  

maker of heaven and earth,  

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father; 



through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation he came down from  

heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the  

virgin Mary and became truly human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius  

Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living  

and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit,  

the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and  

glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of  

sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the  

life of the world to come. Amen. 

INTERCESSIONS 

P:  God of grace,  C: receive our prayer. 

WE SHARE GOD’S PEACE 

P: The peace of Christ be with you always. 

C: And also with you.  

P: Let us offer each other a sign of peace. 

OFFERING   

OFFERING PRAYER:  

P: Lord of the harvest, we return to you a portion of what you have 

given to us. Turn us to set our hope not on the uncertainty of 

riches, but on you, who richly provides for us. Multiply what we 

have gathered to bless all who are suffering and in need, through  

Jesus Christ our Lord. C: Amen. 



QUILT AND LWR KIT BLESSING 

P: Let us pray. O Lord our God, maker of all things, you have 

blessed us with so many gifts—a good eye for color, the ability to 

make fine stitches, the skills to develop ever-new and exciting 

patterns. Now we offer the fruits of our labors, the quilts and kits 

we have made, to you. 

C: We dedicate these quilts and kits to your service, trusting 

that your love will go wherever each item is sent, making it 

more than just a piece of material, a collection of items—

making each piece we have created an expression of love. 

P: There is no way for us to imagine the power and effect an act of 

love can have on a person’s life—how you can use something as 

small as a quilt, a layette, a health kit to radiate your love from us 

to the world. 

C: May these be used in your service and become blessings for 

all those who receive them. 

P: Lord, we know that all we possess comes from your loving 

hand. Give us grace to honor you with all of our being: draw our 

hearts to you, guide our minds, fill our imaginations, control our 

wills, so that we may be wholly yours. 

C: Use us as you will, always to your glory and the welfare of 

your people.   Amen. 

SENDING 

BLESSING 

P: The God of righteousness, who gives justice to the oppressed, 

who gives food to the hungry, who sets the prisoners free, ☩ bless 

you now and forever.  

C: Amen. 

SENDING MUSIC: “Praise To You, O God of Mercy” ELW 208 

DISMISSAL 

P: Go in peace. Love! Proclaim! Serve!  

C: Thanks be to God. 

POSTLUDE 
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress 

Liturgies Annual License #025369. New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National 

Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 



Prayer List 
Requested:  Jeanette (Davisson) Cain, Don Erickson, Jake Noggle, 

Ardell Fortune, Julie Albertson, Larry Kohls, Sarah Updegraff-

Murray, Eric Clubb, Bill and Cindy Thias, Ben Phillips, Meca 

Loftsgard, Tom Heyer, Carla Hanson, Keegan Klemp, Betty 

Helgerson, Joshua Butikofer, Arline Davisson, Dan Kime. 

Assisted Living, Nursing Homes & Shut-Ins:  Bud Siebrecht, Karen 

Follett, Madonna Stumme, Doris Guyer, Evelyn Tague. 

 Please keep the family and friends of John Guyer in your 

thoughts & prayers. John passed away on Sat., Oct. 4th. Services for 

John were held this past Fri., Oct. 24th. 

 Please keep the family and friends of Grace Swenson in your 

thoughts & prayers. Grace passed away on Wed., Oct. 22nd. Services 

for Grace are pending. 

 Congratulations to our First Communicants who joined us 

at the table today; Maryn Monteith & Brecken Massman. 

Sunday, October 12, 2025                Attendance: 47 

Loose: $103.00             Noisy Can: $33.83 

Regular: $495.00 

Total General Fund: $631.83 

Sunday, October 19, 2025                Attendance: 53 

Loose: $36.00              Noisy Can: $88.96 

Regular: $1,295.00 

Total General Fund: $1,419.96 

   Building: $798.59 (Solar: $708.59. Roof: $90.00) 

Hamball Dinner Proceeds: $3,671.00 

                                                                                           .       

Tues. 10/28  9am  Quilting 

Wed. 10/29  2:30pm Confirmation 

Sun. 11/2  9:30am All Saints Sunday 

Holy Communion 

     Sunday School 

   10:30am Fellowship 



 

Noisy Can Offering for 4th Quarter (Oct.-Dec.) will go to the 

Sunday School youth. 

 Daylight Savings. Don’t forget to turn your clocks back 

Sat., November 1st.  

 On Sun., Nov. 16th, we will have the first congregational 

vote to approve the updated West Clermont Lutheran Church 

Constitution. If approved, the second and final vote will take place 

during the annual meeting in January. Copies of the newly revised 

constitution are available via email or in the church office. 

Harvest Meal @ St. John Lutheran Church in Farmersburg is 

TODAY from 11:30am-1pm. Serving: Turkey tenders, mashed 

potatoes w/gravy, stuffing, corn, squash, rolls & pie. Suggested 

donation $12. Dine-in or Carry-out. 

Handcrafted Christmas Craft Show is Saturday, Nov. 15th 

from 8am-2pm @ the Clermont Opera House. 

Community Club is looking for people to do trunks for our 

Trunk or Treat on Oct. 31st, FROM 5-7PM, in the Opera House 

parking lot (will move inside if bad weather), & they are looking 

for volunteers to help with the event in general. Please contact 

Hannah Frederick @ 641-590-2926, if you can help. They are 

looking for help to: 

1. Decorate a trunk for the Trunk or Treat in the parking 

lot 5-7pm 

2. Help decorate and set up from around 3pm-5pm 

3. Help run kids' games from 5pm-7pm 

4. Help clean up from 5pm-8pm 

NORWEGIAN Meatball Dinner @ Elgin Lutheran is 

Sunday, Nov. 2nd from 11am-12:30pm (or until gone). Drive thru 

only. Free will offering. Serving: Norwegian meatballs, mashed 

potatoes, salad, corn, buns & Norwegian delicacies. 



Soups On! Highland Lutheran Church Fall Soup 

Luncheon is Sun., Nov. 9th from 11am-1pm @ the Elgin Legion. 

Free will donation. Serving: chili, ham & bean soup, cheesy potato 

soup, chicken noodle soup, grilled cheese sandwiches, crackers, 

bars and beverage. Dine in or carry out.  

Taste of St. Peter’s is Sat., Nov. 15th from 10:30am-1pm. 

$10-Adults/$5 Kids (10 & under). Recipes will be provided. Come 

sample some family favorites for the upcoming holidays. 

 St. Paul Lutheran in Monona Annual Fall Festival 

Dinner is Sunday, November 9th from 10:45am-12:45pm. Serving: 

Roast beef, mashed potatoes & gravy, corn, homemade bread, 

coleslaw, asst. pies, and beverage. Free will offering. Dine in or 

carry out. Proceeds for Camp EWALU Cedar Lodge Renovation. 

Decorah Performing Arts Boosters Holiday Craft and 

Bake Sale The 40th Annual Northeast Iowa Holiday Craft and 

Bake Sale will take place on Saturday, November 1, from 9 a.m. to 

4 p.m. at Decorah High School. This popular community event is 

free and open to the public. 

 Christmas Baking & Craft Fun Night is Wed., Nov. 19th @ 

WCLC from 6-8pm. Come and go as it works for you. Pizza 

Supper served @ 6pm. This is in place of packing Operation 

Christmas Child boxes. We will put together gift boxes to share 

with our community and enjoy a night of fellowship & fun! All are 

welcome! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

   
FUNERAL WORSHIP SERVICE PRE-PLANNING 

We are now offering Funeral Worship Service Pre-Planning for those 

interested in planning their own service. Forms now available in the 

church office. Please stop in and pick one up. Once completed, we 

can make a copy for you and will keep the original form in the office. 

When it comes time for your funeral, your family will have the gift of 

your plans to use as they prepare for your funeral. 

 

 


