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Thankoffering &  

Christ the King Sunday 

November 23, 2025 

INTRODUCTION 

Jeremiah’s promise of the execution of “justice and righteousness in 

the land” finds ironic fulfillment in the execution of Jesus of 

Nazareth, the King of the Jews. It appears utterly contradictory that a 

king should be crucified with a criminal. This victory appears for all 

the world as humiliating defeat. Yet through the gate of death Jesus 

opens the door to paradise. 

GATHERING 

PRELUDE 

GREETING 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.   

C:  And also with you. 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

WCLC MISSION STATEMENT: As children of God, called to 

love God and one another, we proclaim the Word of God through 

study, prayer, worship, and discipleship.  We serve those in need 

within our congregation, our community, and our world as an 

expression of God’s love for us.  LOVE, PROCLAIM, SERVE! 

GATHER HYMN:  “Jesus Shall Reign”   ELW #434 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our 

sin, whose mercy endures forever. 

C: Amen. 

P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another 
Silence is kept for reflection. 

Faithful God, 



C: you have shown us the ways of your heart, yet we stray from 

your paths. We are stuck in sinful systems of oppression and do 

not embrace the freedom of your faithful promises. We ignore 

our neighbors. We exploit the earth. We reject your 

abundance, trusting our impulses instead of your steadfast 

love. Repair our relationships, restore what we have broken, 

renew our hearts, and bring us to new life. Amen. 

P: Hear the good news: God the Faithful One loves you, ☩ in 

Christ Jesus your sins are forgiven, and by the power of the Holy 

Spirit you are set free. 

C: Amen. 

KYRIE       ELW pg. 120 

CANTICLE OF PRAISE: “This is the feast…” ELW pg. 122     

PRAYER OF THE DAY: O God, our true life, to serve you is 

freedom, and to know you is unending joy. We worship you, we 

glorify you, we give thanks to you for your great glory. Abide 

with us, reign in us, and make this world into a fit habitation 

for your divine majesty, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 

Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. Amen. 

NOISY CAN OFFERING 

SPECIAL MUSIC: “I Made It” by Cain CCLI #7259326 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iX-FfvtX4Ow&start_radio=1 

THANKOFFERING 

As we make our Thankoffering today, we share in a 

tradition that goes back to the 1800s or even earlier.  Then, when it 

seemed that there was not enough money to carry out the work of 

the church, the women would take action.  Gathering in groups 

called “cent” or “mite” societies, each woman would set aside 

offerings at home throughout the year, in thanksgiving for 

blessings received.  And on occasion, the women would come 

together as we do today, joining their offerings together to support 

ministry of many kinds. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iX-FfvtX4Ow&start_radio=1


When Women of the ELCA was formed over 30 years ago, 

we committed to continue this tradition of giving in gratitude for 

blessings.  Each year, in thousands of congregations, 

Thankofferings are given to support the life-changing ministries of 

Women of the ELCA.  Together, we do more than we could ever 

do apart.  

God of grace, you have showered us with abundance and 

entrusted to us the ministries of Women of the ELCA.  Help us to 

grow in faith, affirm our gifts, support one another in our callings, 

engage in ministry and action, and promote healing and wholeness 

in the church, the society, and the world.  Accept these gifts and 

our prayer that, nurtured by your Word, filled with your Spirit, and 

fed at your table, we may share with gladness all that you have 

shared with us, until all creation is satisfied.  

C:  Amen.    

R: Women please come forward to present your Thankoffering. 

MEAL 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 

P: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

P: Lift up your hearts. 

C: We lift them to the Lord. 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

PREFACE 

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all 

times and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and 

merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day 

overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection 

opened to us the way of everlasting life. 

And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and 

the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending 

hymn: 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY    ELW pg. 130  



THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

P: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took 

bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, 

saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for 

the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for 

all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this 

for the remembrance of me.   

LORD’S PRAYER 

P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 

Our Father,  

who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread;  

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory,  

forever and ever. Amen. 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION  

P: There is a place for you at the table of God. Come, receive the  

food that does not perish, a taste of life eternal. 

COMMUNION 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION: God of field and flower, 

wheat and grape, you have nourished us with the bread of 

heaven that gives life to the world. Strengthened by the body 

and blood of your Son, send us out to gather your good gifts for 

all who hunger and thirst, and embolden us to love and serve in 

Christ’s name. Amen.  

 

 



WORD 

First Reading:  Jeremiah 23:1-6 

1 Woe to the shepherds who destroy and scatter the sheep of my 

pasture! says the LORD. 2 Therefore thus says the LORD, the God of 

Israel, concerning the shepherds who shepherd my people: It is you 

who have scattered my flock and have driven them away, and you 

have not attended to them. So I will attend to you for your evil 

doings, says the LORD. 3 Then I myself will gather the remnant of 

my flock out of all the lands where I have driven them, and I will 

bring them back to their fold, and they shall be fruitful and 

multiply. 4 I will raise up shepherds over them who will shepherd 

them, and they shall no longer fear or be dismayed, nor shall any 

be missing, says the LORD. 

  5 The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will raise 

up for David a righteous Branch, and he shall reign as king and 

deal wisely and shall execute justice and righteousness in the 

land. 6 In his days Judah will be saved, and Israel will live in safety. 

And this is the name by which he will be called: “The LORD is our 

righteousness.” 

R:  The Word of the Lord.          C: Thanks be to God! 

Psalm: 46 (Responsively) 

1 God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble. 
2 Therefore we will not fear, though the earth be moved, 

  and though the mountains shake in the depths of the sea; 
3 though its waters rage and foam, 

  and though the mountains tremble with its tumult. 
4 There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, 

  the holy habitation of the Most High. 
5 God is in the midst of the city; it shall not be shaken; 

  God shall help it at the break of day. 
6 The nations rage, and the kingdoms shake; 

  God speaks, and the earth melts away. 
7 The LORD of hosts is with us; 

  the God of Jacob is our stronghold. 



8 Come now, regard the works of the LORD, 

  what desolations God has brought upon the earth; 
9 behold the one who makes war to cease in all the world; who  

breaks the bow, and shatters the spear, and burns the shields  

with fire. 
10 “Be still, then, and know that I am God; I will be exalted  

among the nations; I will be exalted in the earth.” 
11 The LORD of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our stronghold. 

Second Reading:  Colossians 1:11-20 

11 May you be made strong with all the strength that comes from 

his glorious power, so that you may have all endurance and 

patience, joyfully 12 giving thanks to the Father, who has enabled 

you to share in the inheritance of the saints in the light. 13 He has 

rescued us from the power of darkness and transferred us into the 

kingdom of his beloved Son, 14 in whom we have redemption, the 

forgiveness of sins. 

  15 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all 

creation, 16 for in him all things in heaven and on earth were 

created, things visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions 

or rulers or powers—all things have been created through him and 

for him. 17 He himself is before all things, and in him all things 

hold together. 18 He is the head of the body, the church; he is the 

beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so that he might come to 

have first place in everything. 19 For in him all the fullness of God 

was pleased to dwell, 20 and through him God was pleased to 

reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, by 

making peace through the blood of his cross. 

R:  The Word of the Lord.          C: Thanks be to God! 

Gospel Acclamation         ELW pg.130 

Gospel: Luke 23:33-43 

P: The Holy Gospel according to Luke.  

C: Glory to you, O Lord. 

33 When they came to the place that is called The Skull, they 

crucified Jesus there with the criminals, one on his right and one on 



his left. 34 [[Then Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they do not 

know what they are doing.”]] And they cast lots to divide his 

clothing. 35 And the people stood by watching, but the leaders 

scoffed at him, saying, “He saved others; let him save himself if he 

is the Messiah of God, his chosen one!” 36 The soldiers also 

mocked him, coming up and offering him sour wine 37 and saying, 

“If you are the King of the Jews, save yourself!” 38 There was also 

an inscription over him, “This is the King of the Jews.” 

  39 One of the criminals who were hanged there kept deriding 

him and saying, “Are you not the Messiah? Save yourself and 

us!” 40 But the other rebuked him, saying, “Do you not fear God, 

since you are under the same sentence of condemnation? 41 And we 

indeed have been condemned justly, for we are getting what we 

deserve for our deeds, but this man has done nothing 

wrong.” 42 Then he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come in 

your kingdom.” 43 He replied, “Truly I tell you, today you will be 

with me in paradise.” 

P:  The gospel of the Lord.          C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 

CHILDREN’S SERMON    Mark Erickson 

**Sunday school youth and teachers are dismissed to class.** 

SERMON                     Pastor Mike Erickson 

HYMN OF THE DAY: “How Great Thou Art”    ELW #856 

NICENE CREED 

We believe in one God, the Father,  

the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth,  

of all that is, seen and unseen.  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God,  

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light,  

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; 

through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation 



he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin  

Mary and became truly human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius  

Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living  

and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit,  

the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and  

glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of  

sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead,  

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

P: Hear us, O God.  C: Your mercy is great. 

WE SHARE GOD’S PEACE 

P: The peace of Christ be with you always. 

C: And also with you.  

P: Let us offer each other a sign of peace. 

OFFERING   

OFFERING PRAYER:  

P: God of healing and hope, you bless those who are hungry, 

promising to fill them with good things. Fulfill that promise 

through us and these your gifts. Nourish us with the abundance of 

your feast and unite us into the blessed body of Jesus Christ our 

Savior, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

 



LORD’S PRAYER 

P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 

Our Father,  

who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,thy kingdom  

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread;  

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory,  

forever and ever. Amen. 

SENDING 

BLESSING 

P: The love of God the Sovereign strengthen you, God the Son 

save you, and God the Holy Spirit anoint you for the work ahead. 

The holy Trinity bless you ☩ and grant you a faithful and 

courageous heart now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

SENDING MUSIC: ”Soon and Very Soon”  ELW #439 

DISMISSAL 

P: Go in peace. Love! Proclaim! Serve!  

C: Thanks be to God. 

POSTLUDE 

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by 

permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #025369. New Revised Standard Version 
Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ 

in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

Prayer List 

Requested:  Jeanette (Davisson) Cain, Don Erickson, Jake Noggle, 

Ardell Fortune, Julie Albertson, Larry Kohls, Sarah Updegraff-

Murray, Eric Clubb, Bill and Cindy Thias, Ben Phillips, Meca 

Loftsgard, Tom Heyer, Carla Hanson, Keegan Klemp, Betty 

Helgerson, Joshua Butikofer, Arline Davisson, Dan Kime. 

Assisted Living, Nursing Homes & Shut-Ins:  Bud Siebrecht, Karen 

Follett, Madonna Stumme, Doris Guyer, Evelyn Tague. 



Sunday, November 9, 2025                Attendance: 56 

Loose: $141.15            Regular: $1,005.00 

Total General Fund: $1,177.60           Noisy Can: $31.45 

   Memorial Fund: $220.00 (IMO Grace Swenson $20.00/IMO John  

           Guyer $200.00) 

   Building Fund: $220.00 (Roof $100.00/Solar $120.00) 

Sunday, November 16, 2025    Attendance: 55 

Loose: $112.00            Basement: $150.00 

Silent Auction GF: $580.00             Noisy Can: $40.84 

Regular: $1,570.00 

Total General Fund: $2,452.84 

   Memorial Fund: $50.00-IMO Grace Swenson 

   Solar Fund: $50.00-IMO Grace Swenson 

                                                                                       .       

Tues. 11/25  9am  Quilting 

Wed. 11/26  10:00am Stoney Brook Service 

6:30pm          Thanksgiving Eve Ecumenical  

                       Worship @ Elgin Lutheran 

Thurs. 11/27 & Fri. 11/28               Office Closed for Thanksgiving 

Sun. 11/30  9:30amChange-Up Sunday 

     1st Sunday of Advent 

     Holy Communion 

     Sunday School 

   10:30am Fellowship 

 

Noisy Can Offering for 4th Quarter (Oct.-Dec.) will go to the 

Sunday School youth. 

Ecumenical Thanksgiving Eve Worship is @ Elgin Lutheran 

@ 6:30pm this Wed., Nov. 26th. PIE FELLOWSHIP 

FOLLOWING WORSHIP! LOTS OF PIE! All are welcome! 

 Christmas Giving Tree is up! Filled tags need to be returned by 

Sun., Dec. 7th. They should be wrapped with the tag attached. 

 Office Closed on Thurs., Nov. 27th & Fri., Nov. 28th for the 

Thanksgiving Holiday.  



  

SOTH Toy Drive is currently collecting new toys, gifts, or gift 

cards thru Dec. 11th. Monetary donations may be made & SOTH staff 

will purchase gifts. The WCLC Luther League Youth will be 

helping at this event. The collection box for new toys is sitting outside 

the office. There is a greater need this year for gifts for 14yrs-18yrs. 

SOTH Christmas for Kids is Dec. 17th 1& 18th @ St. Olaf 

Auditorium. If your family would like to receive gifts, a referral is 

needed. Please contact our church office for a referral. For questions, 

call the SOTH office @ 563-783-2409. They are in need of volunteers 

for both events. Call same number to help. 

Holiday Christmas Store is @ the Heritage Farm Park on 

Fri., Nov. 28th from 4-6pm; Sat., Nov. 29th from 9am-2pm; and Sun., 

Nov. 30th from 1-pm. Free gift-wrapping on all purchases.  

 84th Annual Handel’s Messiah will be Sunday, December 

14th, @ 7pm @ the United Methodist Church in West Union.  

 Please help us decorate the church for the holidays on 

Sat., November 29th @ 10:30am. Many hands make light work. 

 NO QUILTING. Quilters will resume on Tues., January 6th.  

The Northern Lights Women's Chorus will present its fall 

concert at 3pm, TODAY at Decorah Lutheran Church. The ensemble, 

will perform a variety of beautiful music from "And Nature Smiled." 

 Christmas in Clermont @ Montauk is Sat., Dec. 6th, 11-2. 

Join us for goodies, kid’s crafts, music and a visit from Santa. 

 Annual Vesper Service is on Sun., Dec.7th @ 

4:30pm at the Union Sunday School. 

 Hat & Mitten Tree is up. Collection of hats, gloves, mittens, 

scarfs and socks will go through the Christmas season to be donated 

to an area charity. 

 Milo & Betty Helgerson will celebrate their 65th Anniversary 

on Nov. 26th. Congratulations you two! 


