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23rd Sunday after Pentecost  

November 16, 2025 

INTRODUCTION 

The end is near. There is no doubt about it. The warnings are dire. 

The tone of today’s texts is ominous. But the baptized know how to 

live in the meantime. The baptized are strengthened for the living of 

these days in word and sacrament. The baptized rally around the 

invitation of the apostle: “Do not be weary in doing what is right.” 

GATHERING 

PRELUDE: “In This Very Room” CCLI #31267 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lcTfcpabYK8&list=RDlcTfcpa

bYK8&start_radio=1 

GREETING 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.   

C:  And also with you. 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

WCLC MISSION STATEMENT: As children of God, called to 

love God and one another, we proclaim the Word of God through 

study, prayer, worship, and discipleship.  We serve those in need 

within our congregation, our community, and our world as an 

expression of God’s love for us.  LOVE, PROCLAIM, SERVE! 

GATHER HYMN: “Be Thou My Vision” ELW 793 (NO LYRICS) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X_O2BpwTAd8&list=RDX_

O2BpwTAd8&start_radio=1 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our 

sin, whose mercy endures forever. 

C: Amen. 

P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another 
Silence is kept for reflection. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lcTfcpabYK8&list=RDlcTfcpabYK8&start_radio=1
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Faithful God, 

C: you have shown us the ways of your heart, yet we stray from 

your paths. We are stuck in sinful systems of oppression and do 

not embrace the freedom of your faithful promises. We ignore 

our neighbors. We exploit the earth. We reject your 

abundance, trusting our impulses instead of your steadfast 

love. Repair our relationships, restore what we have broken, 

renew our hearts, and bring us to new life. Amen. 

P: Hear the good news: God the Faithful One loves you, ☩ in 

Christ Jesus your sins are forgiven, and by the power of the Holy 

Spirit you are set free. 

C: Amen. 

KYRIE (Spoken) 

P: In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

C: Lord, have mercy. 

P: For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to 

the Lord. 

C: Lord, have mercy. 

P: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the 

Church of God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 

C: Lord, have mercy. 

P: For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and 

praise, let us pray to the Lord. 

C: Lord, have mercy. 

P: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

C: Amen, amen.    

PRAYER OF THE DAY: O God, the protector of all who trust 

in you, without you nothing is strong, nothing is holy. Embrace 

us with your mercy, that with you as our ruler and guide, we 

may live through what is temporary without losing what is 

eternal, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.   Amen. 

NOISY CAN OFFERING 

SPECIAL MUSIC:“Somebody Prayed” by Crowder              
CCLI #7236133 



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GVITQPGlI30&list=RDGVITQPGlI30

&start_radio=1 
Lyrics: 

Every night there by your bed 

You fold your hands and bow your head 

Throwing out another prayer in faith 

When you're wondering if He's hearing you 

Look at me, I'm living proof 

I'm only right where I am today 

Because somebody prayed 

REFRAIN: 

So I hit my knees 'cause I've 

Seen all Heaven move (don't matter if you hit rock bottom 

My God pick you up when you call Him) 

I pray, "Father, please" 'cause I've 

Seen what He can do (don't matter if the storm cloud coming 

My God come through when you call Him) 

These hands have no power 

There ain't an hour He don't come through 

That's why when mountains move, I say 

"Looks like somebody prayed" 

For the child of God that's far from home 

The one who thinks they're too far gone 

I'm throwing out another prayer in faith (prayer in faith) 

Worn-out altars, tear-stained pews 

Still I won't give up on you 

I believe that anything can change 

When somebody prays REFRAIN 

I've seen miracles come from feeble words 

I've seen hospital rooms turned into cathedrals 

I've seen freedom come to the prisoner 

You can't tell me that prayer don't work 

So every night there by your bed 

When you fold your hands and bow your head 

Not a single word you've ever said in vain 

'Cause He hears everything  REFRAIN 
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CONGREGATIONAL VOTE 

This vote is the first of two votes to approve the changes made 

to the church constitution. If approved today, the final vote will be 

held during the Annual Meeting. 

HEALING SERVICE 

P: The order for healing is an expression in worship of the church’s 

ministry of healing. Here all who sense the need for God’s healing 

in any aspect of their lives may join in prayer for others and 

themselves. Here each person may come to receive a word of 

blessing and prayer. Here each one may also receive a physical 

gesture of healing; the laying on of hands, which may be 

accompanied by anointing with oil. These signs, first given in 

baptism, tell us again that we are sealed by the Holy Spirit and 

marked forever with the cross of Christ, who is health and 

salvation for the whole world. 

In its ministry of healing, the church does not replace the gifts of 

God that come through the scientific community nor does it 

promise a cure. Rather, the church offers and celebrates gifts such 

as these. God’s presence with strength and comfort in time of 

suffering, God’s promise of wholeness and peace, and God’s love 

embodied in the community of faith.  

INTRODUCTION 

P: Our Lord Jesus healed many as a sign of the reign of God come 

near and sent the disciples to continue this work of healing—with 

prayer, the laying on of hands, and anointing. In the name of 

Christ, the great healer and reconciler of the world, we now entrust 

to God all who are in need of healing. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

P: In your great mercy,  C: hear us, O God. 

LAYING ON OF HANDS 

P: Sisters and brothers, I invite you to come and receive a sign of 

healing and wholeness in the name of the triune God. 



MUSIC:https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2Nkoka4IIeY&list=RD2Nkok

a4IIeY&start_radio=1 

Those receiving the laying on of hands approach & kneel or stand. 

Please respond: Amen. (following your blessing) 

P: Let us pray. 

Living God, through the laying on of hands and anointing, grant 

comfort in suffering to all who are in need of healing. When they 

are afraid, give them courage; when afflicted, give them patience; 

when dejected, give them hope; and when alone, assure them of the 

support of your holy people. We ask this through Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen. 

WORD 

First Reading:  Malachi 4:1-2a 

1 See, the day is coming, burning like an oven, when all the 

arrogant and all evildoers will be stubble; the day that comes shall 

burn them up, says the LORD of hosts, so that it will leave them 

neither root nor branch. 2a But for you who revere my name the sun 

of righteousness shall rise, with healing in its wings. 

R:  The Word of the Lord.          C: Thanks be to God! 

Psalm: 98 (Responsively) 

1 Sing a new song to the LORD, who has done marvelous things, 

  whose right hand and holy arm have won the victory. 
2 O LORD, you have made known your victory, you have  

revealed your righteousness in the sight of the nations. 
3 You remember your steadfast love and faithfulness to the house  

of Israel; all the ends of the earth have seen the victory of  

our God. 
4 Shout with joy to the LORD, all you lands; 

  lift up your voice, rejoice, and sing.  
5 Sing to the LORD with the harp, 

  with the harp and the voice of song. 
6 With trumpets and the sound of the horn 

  shout with joy before the king, the LORD. 
7 Let the sea roar, and all that fills it, 

  the world and those who dwell therein. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2Nkoka4IIeY&list=RD2Nkoka4IIeY&start_radio=1
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8 Let the rivers clap their hands, and let the hills ring out with  

joy before the LORD, who comes to judge the earth. 
9 The LORD will judge the world with righteousness 

  and the peoples with equity. 

Second Reading:  2 Thessalonians 3:6-13 

6 Now we command you, brothers and sisters, in the name of our 

Lord Jesus Christ, to keep away from every brother or sister living 

irresponsibly and not according to the tradition that they received 

from us. 7 For you yourselves know how you ought to imitate us; 

we were not irresponsible when we were with you, 8 and we did not 

eat anyone’s bread without paying for it, but with toil and labor we 

worked night and day so that we might not burden any of 

you. 9 This was not because we do not have that right but in order 

to give you an example to imitate. 10 For even when we were with 

you, we gave you this command: anyone unwilling to work should 

not eat. 11 For we hear that some of you are living irresponsibly, 

mere busybodies, not doing any work. 12 Now such persons we 

command and exhort in the Lord Jesus Christ to do their work 

quietly and to earn their own living. 13 Brothers and sisters, do not 

be weary in doing what is right. 

R:  The Word of the Lord.          C: Thanks be to God! 

Gospel Acclamation  

P: Alleluia. 

C: Alleluia.  

P: Stand up and raise your heads, because your redemption is 

drawing near. Alleluia. (Luke 21:28) 

C: Alleluia.      

Gospel: Luke 21:5-19 

P: The Holy Gospel according to Luke.  

C: Glory to you, O Lord. 

5 When some were speaking about the temple, how it was adorned 

with beautiful stones and gifts dedicated to God, [Jesus] said, 6 “As 

for these things that you see, the days will come when not one 

stone will be left upon another; all will be thrown down.” 



 7 They asked him, “Teacher, when will this be, and what will be 

the sign that this is about to take place?” 8 And he said, “Beware 

that you are not led astray, for many will come in my name and 

say, ‘I am he!’ and, ‘The time is near!’ Do not go after them. 

  9 “When you hear of wars and insurrections, do not be terrified, 

for these things must take place first, but the end will not follow 

immediately.” 10 Then he said to them, “Nation will rise against 

nation and kingdom against kingdom; 11 there will be great 

earthquakes and in various places famines and plagues, and there 

will be dreadful portents and great signs from heaven. 

  12 “But before all this occurs, they will arrest you and persecute 

you; they will hand you over to synagogues and prisons, and you 

will be brought before kings and governors because of my 

name. 13 This will give you an opportunity to testify. 14 So make up 

your minds not to prepare your defense in advance, 15 for I will 

give you words and a wisdom that none of your opponents will be 

able to withstand or contradict. 16 You will be betrayed even by 

parents and siblings, by relatives and friends, and they will put 

some of you to death. 17 You will be hated by all because of my 

name. 18 But not a hair of your head will perish. 19 By your 

endurance you will gain your souls.” 

P:  The gospel of the Lord.          C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 

CHILDREN’S SERMON    Mark Erickson 

**Sunday school youth and teachers are dismissed to class.** 

SERMON                     Pastor Mike Erickson 

HYMN OF THE DAY: “My Hope Is Built On Nothing Less”  

           ELW 597 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KaphtdcEcPE&list=RDKaphtdcE

cPE&start_radio=1 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KaphtdcEcPE&list=RDKaphtdcEcPE&start_radio=1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KaphtdcEcPE&list=RDKaphtdcEcPE&start_radio=1


He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 

and born of the Virgin Mary.  

He suffered under Pontius Pilate,  

was crucified, died, and was buried.  

He descended into hell.  

On the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven,  

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  

He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

the holy catholic Church,  

the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  

the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

WE SHARE GOD’S PEACE 

P: The peace of Christ be with you always. 

C: And also with you.  

P: Let us offer each other a sign of peace. 

OFFERING   

OFFERING PRAYER:  

P: God of healing and hope, you bless those who are hungry, 

promising to fill them with good things. Fulfill that promise 

through us and these your gifts. Nourish us with the abundance of 

your feast and unite us into the blessed body of Jesus Christ our 

Savior, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 

Our Father,  

who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,thy kingdom  

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread;  

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 



and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory,  

forever and ever. Amen. 

SENDING 

BLESSING 

P: The love of God the Sovereign strengthen you, God the Son 

save you, and God the Holy Spirit anoint you for the work ahead. 

The holy Trinity bless you ☩ and grant you a faithful and 

courageous heart now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

SENDING MUSIC: “O God, Our Help In Ages Past” ELW 632  
(Organ solo between the 5th and 6th Verse) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wn_mHTidA7g&list=RDwn_

mHTidA7g&start_radio=1 

DISMISSAL 

P: Go in peace. Love! Proclaim! Serve!  

C: Thanks be to God. 

POSTLUDE 

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 

Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #025369. New 

Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the 

National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by 

permission. All rights reserved. 

Prayer List 

Requested:  Jeanette (Davisson) Cain, Don Erickson, Jake Noggle, 

Ardell Fortune, Julie Albertson, Larry Kohls, Sarah Updegraff-

Murray, Eric Clubb, Bill and Cindy Thias, Ben Phillips, Meca 

Loftsgard, Tom Heyer, Carla Hanson, Keegan Klemp, Betty 

Helgerson, Joshua Butikofer, Arline Davisson, Dan Kime. 

Assisted Living, Nursing Homes & Shut-Ins:  Bud Siebrecht, 

Karen Follett, Madonna Stumme, Doris Guyer, Evelyn Tague. 

Sunday, November 9, 2025                Attendance: 56 
 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wn_mHTidA7g&list=RDwn_mHTidA7g&start_radio=1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wn_mHTidA7g&list=RDwn_mHTidA7g&start_radio=1


                                                                                       .       

Mon. 11/17  6pm  Community Club Mtg. 

Tues. 11/18  9am  Quilting 

Wed. 11/19  1:30pm WELCA Bible Study 

2:30pm Confirmation 

6-8pm  Christmas Fun Night/Pizza 

Sun. 11/23  9:30am Thanksoffering Sunday 

     Holy Communion 

     Sunday School 

   10:30am Fellowship 

 

Noisy Can Offering for 4th Quarter (Oct.-Dec.) will go to the 

Sunday School youth. 

Ecumenical Thanksgiving Eve Worship is @ Elgin 

Lutheran @ 6:30pm on Wed., Nov. 26th. PIE FELLOWSHIP 

FOLLOWING WORSHIP! LOTS OF PIE! All are welcome! 

 Christmas Baking & Craft Fun Night is THIS Wed., Nov. 

19th @ WCLC from 6-8pm. Come and go as it works for you. 

Pizza Supper served @ 6pm. This is in place of packing Operation 

Christmas Child boxes. We will put together gift boxes to share 

with our community and enjoy a night of fellowship & fun! All are 

welcome! 

 Christmas Giving Tree is up! Filled tags need to be returned 

by Sun., Dec. 7th. They should be wrapped with the tag attached.  

SOTH Toy Drive Drop Off is Dec. 11th & 12th from 9am-4pm 

@ St. Olaf Auditorium. Currently collecting new toys, gifts, or gift 

cards thru Dec. 11th. Monetary donations may be made & SOTH 

staff will purchase gifts. If your family would like to receive gifts, 

a referral is needed. For questions, call the SOTH office @ 563-

783-2409. The WCLC Luther League Youth will be helping at 

this event. The collection box for new toys is sitting outside the 

office. There is a greater need this year for gifts for 14yrs-18yrs. 



 WELCA Thankoffering is next Sunday, November 

23rd, during worship.  

SOTH Christmas for Kids is Dec. 17th 1& 18th @ St. Olaf 

Auditorium. If your family would like to receive gifts, a referral is 

needed. For questions, call the SOTH office @ 563-783-2409. 

They are in need of volunteers for both events. Call same number 

to help. 

Holiday Christmas Store is @ the Heritage Farm 

Park on Fri., Nov. 28th from 4-6pm; Sat., Nov. 29th from 9am-2pm; 

and Sun., Nov. 30th from 1-pm. Children can shop for their families 

and parents for your kiddos @ minimal cost. Items no more than 

$10 with most $5 & under. Free gift wrapping on all purchases. 

Check out Deb Guyer’s Facebook Page for a preview. 

 84th Annual Handel’s Messiah will be Sunday, 

December 14th, @ 7pm @ the United Methodist Church in West 

Union. Rehearsals begin today (2-4pm) @ the Methodist Church. 

If interested in participating as a singer, please see the bulletin 

board downstairs for contact information and full schedule. 

 Please help us decorate the church for the 

holidays on Saturday, November 29th @ 10:30am. Many hands 

make light work. 

 Arline Davisson would like to thank everyone for 

their thoughts and prayers. Doctors say she is recovering well from 

her heart surgery. 

 Pancake Breakfast TODAY sponsored by the Valley 

Community Foundation in support of the Elgin Library. Serving 

from 9am-Noon @ the Elgin Legion. Free will donation. Dine in or 

Carry out. 

 


