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     May 2026 Newsletter 

  Ascension Day 2026 

 As May begins, some days feel like spring and some days feel like summer. We have been 

riding a roller coaster of up and down temperatures and alternating between dry and too wet. I have 

already seen some of the planters going in the fields and met many anhydrous tanks on the road. There 

is a great rush to get much work done in a short period of time. Farmers, please be careful with the 

important and dangerous work you do. For the rest of us, please be careful on the roads and watch out 

for the farm equipment. 

 May is a busy month for school. Kids finish up their work looking forward to the summer. 

Teachers finish up grading and get ready for the next year. Spring sports wrap up and summer sports 

start. There is so much work that needs to get done in a short amount of time.  

 May is also a busy time for the church. Ascension Day is May 14, Pentecost is May 24, and 

Holy Trinity Sunday is May 31. The Ascension Day Service will be May 14 at 5:30 pm.  It is located at 

the Ceres Church, also called The Pioneer Rock Church, on Hwy 52 between Garnavillo and 

Guttenberg.  If you have not attended, you should, because the church is very unique. It is an old 

church with the highest pulpit I have ever seen. A potluck at St. Peter in Garnavillo follows the service.   

 Ascension Day is forty days after Easter. On Ascension Day, Jesus ascends into heaven. 

Although it is tempting for the disciples to just stand there and gaze up at heaven after Jesus has left, 

they have been told that the Holy Spirit will be upon them to help them in their missionary journeys. 

We too need to let the Holy Spirit work through us as we journey through our daily lives. 

 At Pentecost, the Holy Spirit fills the disciples, and they begin to speak in tongues. Although 

speaking in tongues may be a rare occurrence today, the Holy Spirit does help us to reach out to our 

neighbors, especially those that are different from us. It helps us to reach out in kindness to all of God’s 

people. 

 On Trinity Sunday, we celebrate the Holy Trinity. We celebrate one God in three parts: Father, 

Son, and Holy Spirit. We remember the Trinity every Sunday in the Apostles Creed and the Nicene 

Creed, but this Sunday puts special emphasis on the Trinity. 

 In the midst of all the chaotic things going on in our world, it is important to stop and take a 

breath once in a while. Stop and remember who created the universe, the earth and all that exists. Stop 

and remember to thank God for all that we have. Amen.  

Pastor Mike 
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  West Clermont Lutheran Church Council Meeting Minutes–April 1, 2026    

Present: Jesse Bassett, Brittany Bassett, Kathy Wander, Rodney Wagner, Aaron Steffens, Kenny Monthieth, 

LaVerne Swenson, Rick Swenson and Pastor Mike. Meeting was called to order at 6:12.  

Opening Prayer: Pr. Mike 

Approve agenda. Rodney made motion to approve agenda. Aaron second. Motion carried.  

March Minutes read. Jesse made motion to approve March minutes. Rodney second. Motion carried.  

Special Guest: LaVerne and Rick Swenson- Memorial for Grace and Shannon Swenson. 

Treasurer’s Report    

A. Approve payments. Jesse made motion to approve payments and treasurers report. Aaron second. 

Motion carried.  

Pastor’s Report 

Planned vacation April 13-19 has been canceled.  

Constitution revision has been reviewed and there are some additional recommended changes to be reviewed. 

Request to 20 buy new bibles for confirmation next year using worship funds.  

Attendance issues with confirmation and Sunday school; next year confirmation expectations will be revisited. 

Parish ed will review and possibly present alternative Sunday School schedule.  

Legacy: The Synod is encouraging congregations to come up with a plan for the future in the event the church 

may need to close that would allow the congregation to decide what happens with the building and any finances 

that remain.  

Old Business/Committee Reports 

A. Solar 

a. Kenny proposed a cash fundraiser raffle (similar to a 50/50, but with staggered prize 

payouts). This could even be a potential annual fundraiser. Would be best to get an IA 

gaming license for charitable organizations. (There is a $150 application fee and would be a 

30-day waiting period for approval). For very small-small prize – cap for single raffle would 

have to be $10k or less. Jesse made motion to approve paying the $150 for the gaming 

license. Brittany second. Motion carried.  

B. Noisy Can 2nd Quarter 

a. Motion made to reallocate 2nd quarter fund to Rex Moore provided they accept and move 3rd 

quarter noisy funds to our solar panel funds.  

New Business 

A. Senior Quilt Guidelines 

a. Quilts will be provided to a contributing senior or confirmed senior of West Clermont. Jesse 

made motion to approve. Aaron second. Motion carried.  

B. Organist search/Electronic Music Volunteers 

Announcements & Important Dates 

A. Easter Sunday is Sunday, April 5th. 

B. Copper Creek Service is Wed., April 8th @ 10:30am. 

C. Stoney Brook Service is Wed., April 22nd @ 10am.  

D. Senior Fun Days are April 8th and April 22nd. 

E. Healing Service and Rogation Sunday are Sun., April 19th. 

F. Confirmation is Sunday, April 12th. 

G. Boiler Inspection is Wed., April 22nd sometime between noon-4pm. 

Closing Prayer/Adjourn 

Rodney made motion to adjourn. Aaron second. Motion carried we closed with a prayer at 8:14pm.  



WELCA Board Meeting Minutes- April 1, 2026.   

WELCA Board met on April 1, 2026 @ 1:12pm. Those attending: Mae, June, Deb, Linda, and Marcia. 

Secretary’s Report: Minutes read individually. Deb / Mae / Carried  

Treasurer’s Report: Checking balance: $1,421.16 Savings balance: $3,237.13 Quilting fund: $370.623 

Ruth A Fund: $754.16 Motion to approve: Linda / June / Carried  

Old Business  

1. Spring Gathering: April 25, 2026 @ St. Paul in Postville. RSVP Sharon Dean by April 10th. $10 lunch 

charge. In Kind Offering of Perishable items from members and Offering from WCLC WECLA. $50. 

Linda / June / Carried  

2. Lent 2026: Served 36. Baked Potato meal brought in $234. Will be added to Lent Season Offerings and 

given to Hope Family Resource Center.  

3. Fall Gathering: West Clermont hosts October 24, 2026. 2 from each circle to help start organizing 

morning refreshments and lunch, Program Theme and fliers/check-in.  

4. LWR Truck: May 2, 2026. Need a volunteer with a truck to deliver to Decorah. Many boxes are ready 

to go. WCLC is assigned to help load the truck on May 2027.  

5. NEISWO. June 20, 2026:  in Mason City  

6. Triennial Gathering July 16-19 2026:  in Des Moines.  

New Business:  

1. Correspondence: None. 

2. Fresh Flowers for Pots: WELCA will pay for flowers in outdoor pots. Deb / June / Carried  

3. Honoring Graduate Seniors: Mary Circle. 1 Senior. May 10, 2026  

4. Custodian supplies: A Thrivent Card will be used to update custodian equipment. WELCA will also 

help update some cleaning equipment. Linda / May Carried. 

Sunday coffee Schedule: April – Sarah.  May – Mary.  June- Ruth. 

Coffee Hour Area (Yearly): Ruth.  Kitchen (Yearly): Sarah. Flowers/plants &Decor (Yearly): Mary. 

Altar Duties 2026 (Jan. - April): Sarah. (May - Aug): Mary.  (Sept. – Dec.): Ruth. 

Motion to Adjourn: 1:37pm. Mae / Deb / Carried  

Closing: The Lord’s Prayer   Next Meeting: May 6, 2026 @ 1:00 

Submitted: Marcia Wiedenhoff, Board President/Secretary  

  Worship Assistants- May 2026 

DATE READER ACOLYTE COMMUNION BREAD 

*5/3 Kay Schrader Celia Klemp Kay Schrader Betty Helgerson 

5/10 (Senior Service) Kathy Wander Brecken Massman   

5/17 (Healing Service) Teagan Schrader Klay Monteith   

*5/24 Denise Nelson Avery Lerch --- Deb Jacobsen 

5/31 Mark Erickson ---   

May Ushers: Mark Nelson, Brandt Schrader, Kyle Wander 



 
05/02 Jacobsen Bob   05/03 Oakland Vernon   05/04 Cummings Amy  

05/04 Turner Ila    05/05 Follett Karen                    05/05 Wiedenhoff Marcia 

05/08 Guyer Karen   05/11 Kohls Kenneth   05/11 Shipton John  

05/12 Erickson Mala   05/15 Kleppe Derrick   05/23 Nelson Mark  

05/26 Larson Greg   05/26 Siebrecht Lori   05/28 Klemp Keegan  

05/30 Kerner Steven   05/30 Klemp Celia 

 

 

Offerings: March 22 – April 5, 2026 

Sunday, March 22, 2026                Attendance: 42 

Loose: $134.00               Noisy Can $40.42  

Regular Giving $1,860.00  

Total General Fund: $2,134.42 

   Solar Fund $100.00 

Palm Sunday, March 29, 2026     Attendance: 50 

Loose: $106.00             Noisy Can: $45.25 

Regular: $725.00 

Total General Fund: $876.25 

   Solar Fund: $200.00 

Maundy Thursday, April 2, 2026    Attendance: 19 

Lenten: $124.00 

Easter Sunday, April 5, 2026     Attendance: 96 

Copies: $6.50     Flow Thru (funeral programs): $60.00 

Loose: $381.00               Regular: $250.00 

Easter: $1,040.00             Noisy Can: $89.58 

Total General Fund: $1,827.08 

   Solar Fund: $100.00 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   
FUNERAL WORSHIP 

SERVICE PRE-

PLANNING 

We are now offering 

Funeral Worship Service 

Pre-Planning for those 

interested in planning 

their own service. Forms 

now available in the 

church office. Please stop 

in and pick one up. Once 

completed, we can make a 

copy for you and will 

keep the original form in 

the office. When it comes 

time for your funeral, your 

family will have the gift 

of your plans to use as 

they prepare for your 

funeral. 

 

 

 to our confirmand.  

May your spiritual journey continue and 

may the Holy Spirit be with you always! 

Natalie Crystal Rose Bassett  

Ryan Lewis Dean  

Brailyn Corrine Dirksen 

Keegan Jay Karl Klemp  

Sutton Leigh Schrader  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Prayer Lists 

Requested:  Jeanette (Davisson) Cain, Don Erickson, Jake Noggle, Ardell Fortune, Julie Albertson, 

Larry & Shirley Kohls, Sarah Updegraff-Murray, Eric Clubb, Bill and Cindy Thias, Ben Phillips, Meca 

Loftsgard, Tom Heyer, Carla Hanson, Betty Helgerson, Joshua Butikofer, Arline Davisson, Dan Kime, 

Rex Moore. 

Assisted Living, Nursing Homes & Shut-Ins: Karen Follett, Madonna Stumme, Doris Guyer, Evelyn 

Tague, Carla Hansen. 

 

 2nd Quarter Noisy Can (April-June) will go to Rex Moore who is battling stage 4 pancreatic cancer. 

Senior Fun Day is on May 13th & May 27th, from 2-4pm. Come join us for some games, 

snacks, and fun! All are welcome! 

HELP WANTED. We are looking for people to help with electronic music during service. If you 

can help out, please contact Pr. Mike or the office. 

 

 

 

The Operating Fund pays the utilities, 
insurance on the building, supplies, salaries 

and Lawn/Snow Care.   
The Crisis Fund is used to help families with 

emergency rent or utilities and our 
sponsored events throughout the year 

Please utilize the MEMO LINE  
on your check to specify  
Crisis or Operating Fund!  

Please indicate what church you are from 
as well to provide better bookkeeping. 

Shepherd of the Hills: 
Heather Hageman 

100 W.  Hill Street, PO Box 36,  

St. Olaf, IA  52072 

Telephone: 563-783-2409 

Fax: 563-783-2428 

E-mail: shephill@neitel.net  
Business Hours: Monday-Friday 

 9am-12pm and 1pm-4 pm  

 

IMPORTANT EVENTS/DATES: 
 

Ascension Day Service May 14th  
 

Synod C3 Conference June 6th 
 

Back to School 4 Kids August 12th 

Referral required to participate  
 
 

*Any event may be subject to change 

 

     

 

Boy, have we been busy!  Our event, “A Formal Affair”, was a success for our first year.  We had 

over 300 dresses available for purchase.  120 of the dresses were donated to Shepherd of the 

Hills alone. We sold almost 30!  We had so much fun seeing the stunning formal dresses come 

in.  A few bridal gowns were sold, Mother of the bride/groom dresses, vintage dresses, 

homecoming and prom.  We have a lot left over that will continue to be sold at the thrift store. 

 

We would love to continue this event in the future, so please think of us if you have formal 

dresses to donate, consign or if you are looking to buy for your upcoming formal event!   

 

 

 

    Newsletter – MAY  2026 
Shepherd of the Hills Ministries 

Clothing Center Updates: 
The thrift store is now switched over to the spring/summer season.  There is a lot to choose 

from.  We have been blessed with wonderful donations of great quality.  Thank you for 

supporting your small town thrift store.  Remember, most of our items are only $1.00! 

(Excluding formal wear) 

Garage sale season is upon us.  If you have some items left, we do require an appointment 

before you donate them! 

We are looking for a few volunteers that would like to join our team in the thrift store on 

Saturdays.  We would love to be open so the working families can shop/donate on their days 

off.  Hours would be 9am to noon on Saturdays.   

If you are interested, please contact Heather for more information. 

 
Shepherd Conference News: 

 
Ascension Day service will be May 14 at 5:30 @ Ceres Church on Hwy 52 between Garnavillo 

and Guttenberg.  Potluck style supper to follow at St. Peter Lutheran Church in Garnavillo. 
 

The 2026 Northeastern Iowa C3 Conference is June 6th at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church in 
Waverly, Iowa.  This is a workshop event through the Synod instead of a business/voting 

session.  Cost to attend is $50.00.  If you would like more information, please visit the Synod 
website at neiasynod.org/event. 

 
  
 

 

 

Our WELCA ladies have been 

working hard. The following 

items are getting packed and 

ready to load on the LWR Truck 

in Decorah on Sat., May 2nd. 

85 Quilts 

12 Personal Care Kits 

10 School Kits 

20 Baby Care Kits 

 

 



Graduating Senior Service is Sun., May 10th. Reception to follow service to honor our graduate! 

 Biscuits & Gravy Brunch sponsored by Highland Lutheran is Sunday, May 3rd from 9am-

12:30pm @ the Elgin Legion Hall. Serving: Biscuits & Gravy, sausage, eggs, applesauce, and 

beverage. Free will donation. 

 Human Trafficking Awareness Event is Sun., May 3rd @ 6pm at the Arlington Community 

Center. All are welcome. 

 

 


