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St Sunday of Easter
May 3, 2026
INTRODUCTION

As we continue to celebrate the fifty days of Easter, today’s gospel
includes Jesus’ promise that he goes to prepare a place for his
followers in his Father’s house. Our baptism commissions us to share
Jesus’ mission in the world. As 1 Peter reminds us, we are a holy
people, called to proclaim the one who called us out of darkness into
light. In words and deeds we bear witness to the risen Christ—our
way, our truth, our life.

GATHERING
PRELUDE
CALL TO WORSHIP BELL
GREETING

P: Alleluia! Christ is risen!
C: Christ is risen, indeed! Alleluia!

P: Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne and
to the Lamb!
C: Amen.

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS

WCLC MISSION STATEMENT: As children of God, called
to love God and one another, we proclaim the Word of God
through study, prayer, worship, and discipleship. We serve
those in need within our congregation, our community, and

our world as an expression of God’s love for us. LOVE,
PROCLAIM, SERVE!

GATHER HYMN: “Christ Has Arisen, Alleluia” ELW 364
Vrs. 1,4,5

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM

P: Let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism.



Water may be poured into the font as the presiding minister
continues.

Merciful God,

you are the one who was, who is, and who is to come. You lead
us beside still waters. We thank you for the waters of creation:
morning dew, gentle rain, roaring waves. We thank you for the
waters that nourish us. Blessed are you.

C: You guide us to springs of the water of life.

P: Jesus Christ, you are the faithful witness who accompanies us
on our journeys. We give you thanks for your life-giving death
and resurrection. We praise you for joining us in joy and sorrow.
Blessed are you.

C: You guide us to springs of the water of life.

P: Holy Spirit, you anoint our head with oil and our cup
overflows. Break down barriers that divide us. Fill us with the
breath of peace. Blessed are you.

C: You guide us to springs of the water of life.

P: Holy One, we thank you for the gifts and grace of baptism,
and for making us a new creation. We join with saints and
angels, giving you honor and praise, now and forever.

C: Amen.

KYRIE ELW pg. 120
CANTICLE OF PRAISE “This is the feast....” ELW pg. 122

PRAYER OF THE DAY: Almighty God, your Son Jesus
Christ is the way, the truth, and the life. Give us grace to
love one another, to follow in the way of his commandments,
and to share his risen life with all the world, for he lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever. Amen.

NOISY CAN OFFERING

SPECIAL MUSIC: “Commonwealth is God’s Commandment”
(ACS 1036)- MiKayla




MEAL
GREAT THANKSGIVING

P: The Lord be with you.

C: And also with you.

P: Lift up your hearts.

C: We lift them to the Lord.

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all
times and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty
and merciful God, for the glorious resurrection of our Savior
Jesus Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take
away our sin; who in dying has destroyed death, and in rising
has brought us to eternal life.

And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of
the resurrection, with earth and sea and all their creatures, and
with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise
your name and join their unending hymn:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY ELW pg. 130

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

P: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took
bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples,
saying: Take and eat; this 1s my body, given for you. Do this for
the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for
all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this
for the remembrance of me.

LORD’S PRAYER

P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.




Our Father,
who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P: Come to the table of new life. Receive the risen Lord.

COMMUNION: “Loaves Were Broken, Words Were Spoken”
ACS 966

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION: Holy One, through this
meal you have made your home among us and are making
all things new. Send us now to speak peace to anxious hearts,
to love our enemies, and to bring your healing to the nations.
In the name of Jesus, Amen.

WORD
First Reading: Acts 7:55-60

>3 Filled with the Holy Spirit, [Stephen] gazed into heaven and
saw the glory of God and Jesus standing at the right hand of
God. 3®“Look,” he said, “I see the heavens opened and the Son
of Man standing at the right hand of God!” >’ But they covered
their ears, and with a loud shout all rushed together against

him. >® Then they dragged him out of the city and began to stone
him, and the witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a young man
named Saul. °* While they were stoning Stephen, he prayed,
“Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” ® Then he knelt down and cried
out in a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.”
When he had said this, he died.

R: The Word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God!



Psalm: 31:1-5. 15-16 (Responsively)

"In you, O LORD, have I taken refuge; let me never be put to
shame; deliver me in your righteousness.

2Incline your ear to me; make haste to deliver me.

3 Be my strong rock, a castle to keep me safe, for you are my
crag and my stronghold; for the sake of your name,
lead me and guide me.

4 Take me out of the net that they have secretly set for me,

for you are my tower of strength.

> Into your hands I commend my spirit,

for you have redeemed me, O LORD, God of truth.

15 My times are in your hand; rescue me from the hand of
my enemies, and from those who persecute me.

16 et your face shine upon your servant;

save me in your steadfast love.”

Second Reading: 1 Peter 2:2-10

2 Like newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that
by it you may grow into salvation—? if indeed you have tasted
that the Lord is good.

4 Come to him, a living stone, though rejected by mortals yet
chosen and precious in God’s sight, and ° like living stones let
yourselves be built into a spiritual house, to be a holy
priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God
through Jesus Christ. ¢ For it stands in scripture:

“See, | am laying in Zion a stone, a cornerstone chosen and
precious, and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.”
"This honor, then, is for you who believe, but for those who do
not believe, “The stone that the builders rejected has become the
very head of the corner,”  and “A stone that makes them
stumble and a rock that makes them fall.” They stumble because
they disobey the word, as they were destined to do.

? But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy
nation, God’s own people, in order that you may proclaim the
excellence of him who called you out of darkness into his
marvelous light.



19Once you were not a people, but now you are God’s people;
once you had not received mercy, but now you have received
mercy.

R: The Word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God!

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION ELW pg.130
Gospel: John 14:1-14

P: The Holy Gospel according to John.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus said to the disciples:] ! “Do not let your hearts be
troubled. Believe in God; believe also in me. 2 In my Father’s
house there are many dwelling places. If it were not so, would I
have told you that I go to prepare a place for you? * And if I go
and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you
to myself, so that where I am, there you may be also. * And you
know the way to the place where I am going.” °> Thomas said to
him, “Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can we
know the way?” ¢ Jesus said to him, “I am the way and the truth
and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. 7 If
you know me, you will know my Father also. From now on you
do know him and have seen him.”

8 Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and we will
be satisfied.” ? Jesus said to him, “Have I been with you all this
time, Philip, and you still do not know me? Whoever has seen
me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the
Father’? ' Do you not believe that I am in the Father and the
Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on
my own, but the Father who dwells in me does his
works. !! Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father is in
me, but if you do not, then believe because of the works
themselves. 2 Very truly, I tell you, the one who believes in me
will also do the works that I do and, in fact, will do greater
works than these, because I am going to the Father. * T will do
whatever you ask in my name, so that the Father may be



glorified in the Son. *If in my name you ask me for anything, I
will do it.”

P: The gospel of the Lord. C: Praise to you, O Christ.

CHILDREN’S SERMON Mark Erickson

**Sunday school youth and teachers are dismissed to class.**
SERMON Pastor Mike Erickson

HYMN OF THE DAY: “When it Seems the Day Will End”
ACS 1034

NICENE CREED
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God, begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin
Mary and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius
Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living
and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,




who with the Father and the Son

is worshiped and glorified,

who has spoken through the prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,

and the life of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

P: Merciful God. C: receive our prayer.

WE SHARE GOD’S PEACE

P: The peace of Christ be with you always.
C: And also with you.
P: Let us offer each other a sign of peace.

OFFERING: “Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds”
ELW 367 - verse 4

OFFERING PRAYER

P: Merciful God, accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give
you glory. May goodness and mercy follow us and bless the
world you love. In the name of Jesus,

C: Amen.
PRESENTATION
SENDING
SENDING MUSIC: “May the God of Hope Go with Us”
ACS 984
DISMISSAL

P: Go in peace. Love. Proclaim. Serve.
C: Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by
permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #025369. New Revised Standard Version
Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ
in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.



Prayer List

Requested: Jeanette (Davisson) Cain, Don Erickson, Jake
Noggle, Ardell Fortune, Julie Albertson, Larry & Shirley Kohls,
Sarah Updegraff-Murray, Eric Clubb, Bill and Cindy Thias, Ben
Phillips, Meca Loftsgard, Tom Heyer, Carla Hanson, Betty
Helgerson, Joshua Butikofer, Arline Davisson, Dan Kime, Rex
Moore.

Assisted Living, Nursing Homes & Shut-Ins: Karen Follett,
Madonna Stumme, Doris Guyer, Evelyn Tague, Carla Hansen.

HZXB:% n’é
Sun.5/3-Tues.5/5 Pr. Mike I°' Call Retreat
Wed. 5/6 Ipm WELCA Board Mtg.
6pm Council Mtg.
Sun. 5/10 9:30am Graduating Senior Worship
Children’s Choir
Sunday School
10:30am Reception
Confirmation Sunday, April 12, 2026 Attendance: 96
Loose: $103.00 Noisy Can: $63.63

Regular: $1,930.00
Total General Fund: $2,096.63
Solar Fund: $100.00

Sunday. April 19, 2026 Attendance: 34
Loose: $106.00 Noisy Can: $26.58
Regular: $785.00
Total General Fund: $9,17.58

Solar Fund: $120.00 ($100-regular/$20 IMO Bud Siebrecht)

Sunday., April 26, 2026 Attendance: 57
Loose: $141.25 Noisy Can: $35.50
Regular: $670.00
Total General Fund: $846.75

Solar: $100.00




who is battling stage 4 pancreatic cancer.

N .
S HELP WANTED. We are looking for people to help with
electronic music during service. If you can help out, please
contact Pr. Mike or the office.

Graduating Senior Service is Sun., May 10™. Reception to

follow service to honor our graduate!
HUMAN

~"© Human Trafficking Awareness Event is TODAY @
6pm at the Arlington Community Center. All are welcome.

SE s MiKayla Hiner was presented a graduation quilt
today in appreciation for sharing her musical talent with us.

£EC Biscuits & Gravy Brunch sponsored by Highland
Lutheran is TODAY from 9am-12:30pm @ the Elgin Legion
Hall. Serving: Biscuits & Gravy, sausage, eggs, applesauce, and
beverage. Free will donation.






