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5th Sunday of Easter 

May 18, 2025 

INTRODUCTION 

Easter initiates a new day. It anticipates a new heaven and a new 

earth. The risen Christ is making all things new. In the mystery of 

holy baptism God has made new people of us. Today Jesus invites us 

to see everyone in a new light—through the lens of love. 

GATHERING 

PRELUDE:  "The Doxology" by Anthem Lights and Sela  
CCLI #6115489 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tQUTvMtUhw4 

GREETING 

P: He is risen! 

C: He is risen, indeed! 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  

C:  And also with you. 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

WCLC MISSION STATEMENT: As children of God, called 

to love God and one another, we proclaim the Word of God 

through study, prayer, worship, and discipleship.  We serve 

those in need within our congregation, our community, and 

our world as an expression of God’s love for us.  LOVE, 

PROCLAIM, SERVE! 

GATHER HYMN:  "Gather Us In"           ELW 532 
CCLI #2893846 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M9MfV6id1LA 

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 

P: In the name of ☩ the One who was, who is, and who is to 

come. 

C: Amen. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tQUTvMtUhw4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M9MfV6id1LA


P: Baptized into Christ’s death and resurrection, and called to 

live the baptized life, let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism. 

Water may be poured before or during the thanksgiving. 

P: Holy God, we give you thanks for the waters of baptism, 

waters that make a people your own, that restore to wholeness, 

and empower us to be witnesses in your name. Baptized into 

you, O Living One, 

C: make us one as you are one. 

P: We give you thanks for the waters of baptism, waters that 

strengthen believers and give new life to beloved servants of 

your church; waters that extend your boundless love and cross 

barriers of our own making. Baptized into you, O Living One, 

C: make us one as you are one. 

P: We give you thanks for the waters of baptism, waters that 

open the hearts of believers and give a voice in the night to those 

in captivity; waters that set your people on a new path, rejoicing 

in the Spirit’s power. Baptized into you, O Living One, 

C: make us one as you are one. 

P: Grant us grace, love, and life, O Living One, that our every 

day is shaped by these waters that give us our very lives in you. 

We ask this in the name of Jesus, the Crucified and Risen One. 

C: Amen. 

KYRIE (Spoken)        

P: In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

C: Lord, have mercy. 

P: For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to 

the Lord. 

C: Lord, have mercy. 

P: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the 

Church of God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 

C: Lord, have mercy. 

P: For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship 

and praise, let us pray to the Lord. 

C: Lord, have mercy. 



P: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

C: Amen, amen.         

PRAYER OF THE DAY: O Lord God, you teach us that 

without love, our actions gain nothing. Pour into our hearts 

your most excellent gift of love, that, made alive by your 

Spirit, we may know goodness and peace, through your Son, 

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with 

you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

NOISY CAN OFFERING 

SPECIAL MUSIC: "You Make Everything Beautiful" For King 

& Country and Rebecca St. James CCLI Song # 5993561 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1FIB9obdax0 

 

WORD 

First Reading: Acts 11:1-18 

1 Now the apostles and the believers who were in Judea heard 

that the Gentiles had also accepted the word of God. 2 So when 

Peter went up to Jerusalem, the circumcised believers criticized 

him, 3 saying, “Why did you go to uncircumcised men and eat 

with them?” 4 Then Peter began to explain it to them, step by 

step, saying, 5 “I was in the city of Joppa praying, and in a trance 

I saw a vision. There was something like a large sheet coming 

down from heaven, being lowered by its four corners; and it 

came close to me. 6 As I looked at it closely I saw four-footed 

animals, beasts of prey, reptiles, and birds of the air. 7 I also 

heard a voice saying to me, ‘Get up, Peter; kill and eat.’ 8 But I 

replied, ‘By no means, Lord; for nothing profane or unclean has 

ever entered my mouth.’ 9 But a second time the voice answered 

from heaven, ‘What God has made clean, you must not call 

profane.’ 10 This happened three times; then everything was 

pulled up again to heaven. 11 At that very moment three men, 

sent to me from Caesarea, arrived at the house where we 

were. 12 The Spirit told me to go with them and not to make a 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1FIB9obdax0


distinction between them and us. These six brothers also 

accompanied me, and we entered the man’s house. 13 He told us 

how he had seen the angel standing in his house and saying, 

‘Send to Joppa and bring Simon, who is called Peter; 14 he will 

give you a message by which you and your entire household will 

be saved.’ 15 And as I began to speak, the Holy Spirit fell upon 

them just as it had upon us at the beginning. 16 And I 

remembered the word of the Lord, how he had said, ‘John 

baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy 

Spirit.’ 17 If then God gave them the same gift that he gave us 

when we believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, who was I that I 

could hinder God?” 18 When they heard this, they were silenced. 

And they praised God, saying, “Then God has given even to the 

Gentiles the repentance that leads to life.” 

R:  The Word of the Lord.          C: Thanks be to God! 

Psalm: 148 (Responsively) 

1 Hallelujah! Praise the LORD from the heavens; 

  praise God in the heights. 
2 Praise the LORD, all you angels; 

  sing praise, all you hosts of heaven. 
3 Praise the LORD, sun and moon; 

  sing praise, all you shining stars. 
4 Praise the LORD, heaven of heavens, 

  and you waters above the heavens. 
5 Let them praise the name of the LORD, 

  who commanded, and they were created, 
6 who made them stand fast forever and ever, 

  giving them a law that shall not pass away.  
7 Praise the LORD from the earth, you sea monsters and all deeps; 
8 fire and hail, snow and fog, 

  tempestuous wind, doing God’s will; 
9 mountains and all hills, fruit trees and all cedars; 
10 wild beasts and all cattle, creeping things and flying birds; 



11 sovereigns of the earth and all peoples, 

  princes and all rulers of the world; 
12 young men and maidens, old and young together. 
13 Let them praise the name of the LORD, whose name only is  

exalted, whose splendor is over earth and heaven. 
14 The LORD has raised up strength for the people and praise  

for all faithful servants, the children of Israel, a people  

who are near the LORD. Hallelujah! 

Second Reading: Revelation 21:1-6 

1 I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and 

the first earth had passed away, and the sea was no more. 2 And I 

saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of 

heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her 

husband. 3 And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, 

 “See, the home of God is among mortals. 

 He will dwell with them; 

 they will be his peoples, 

 and God himself will be with them; 

 4 he will wipe every tear from their eyes. 

 Death will be no more; 

 mourning and crying and pain will be no more, 

 for the first things have passed away.” 

  5 And the one who was seated on the throne said, “See, I am 

making all things new.” Also he said, “Write this, for these 

words are trustworthy and true.” 6 Then he said to me, “It is 

done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. 

To the thirsty I will give water as a gift from the spring of the 

water of life.” 

R:  The Word of the Lord.          C: Thanks be to God! 

Gospel Acclamation     

P: Alleluia.  

C: Alleluia.  



P: Everyone will know that you are my disciples if you have 

love for one another. Alleluia. (John 13:35) 

C: Alleluia.  

Gospel: John 13:31-35 

P: The Holy Gospel according to John. C: Glory to you, O Lord. 

31 When he had gone out, Jesus said, “Now the Son of Man has 

been glorified, and God has been glorified in him. 32 If God has 

been glorified in him, God will also glorify him in himself and 

will glorify him at once. 33 Little children, I am with you only a 

little longer. You will look for me; and as I said to the Jews so 

now I say to you, ‘Where I am going, you cannot come.’ 34 I 

give you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just 

as I have loved you, you also should love one another. 35 By this 

everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have love 

for one another.” 

P:  The gospel of the Lord.          C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 

SERMON                     Pastor Mike Erickson 

HYMN OF THE DAY: "Love Divine, All Loves Excelling"  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9tawu5YD_sM    ELW 631 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 

and born of the Virgin Mary.  

He suffered under Pontius Pilate,  

was crucified, died, and was buried.  

He descended into hell.  

On the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven,  

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9tawu5YD_sM


He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

the holy catholic Church,  

the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  

the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

WE SHARE GOD’S PEACE 

P: The peace of Christ be with you always. 

C: And also with you.  

P: Let us offer each other a sign of peace. 

OFFERING:  

OFFERING PRAYER:  

P: Risen One, come among us again, breathe your life into us, 

that we may live as your risen body in the world.  

C: Amen. 

LORD’S PRAYER 

P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 

Our Father,  

who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread;  

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory,  

forever and ever. Amen. 

 



HEALING 

INTRODUCTION 

P: Our Lord Jesus healed many as a sign of the reign of God 

come near and sent the disciples to continue this work of 

healing—with prayer, the laying on of hands, and anointing. In 

the name of Christ, the great healer and reconciler of the world, 

we now entrust to God all who are in need of healing. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

P: In your great mercy,  C: hear us, O God. 

LAYING ON OF HANDS 

P: Sisters and brothers, I invite you to come and receive a sign 

of healing and wholeness in the name of the triune God. 
Those receiving the laying on of hands approach & kneel or stand. 

Please respond: Amen. (following your blessing) 

P: Let us pray. 

Living God, through the laying on of hands and anointing, grant 

comfort in suffering to all who are in need of healing. When 

they are afraid, give them courage; when afflicted, give them 

patience; when dejected, give them hope; and when alone, 

assure them of the support of your holy people. We ask this 

through Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen. 

SENDING 

BLESSING 

P: Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

C: Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

P: God our tender parent, God the crucified one, God the  

    reconciling Spirit, ☩ bless you now and forever.  

C: Amen. 

SENDING MUSIC:  "Sent Forth By God's Blessing" ELW 547 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PLp85eLlaIM 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PLp85eLlaIM


DISMISSAL 

P: Go in peace. Love! Proclaim! Serve!  

C: Thanks be to God. 

POSTLUDE 
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Prayer List 

Requested:  Karen Kohls, Jeanette (Davisson) Cain, Don 

Erickson, Jake Noggle, Karen Guyer, Ardell Fortune, Julie 

Albertson, Larry Kohls, Sarah Updegraff-Murray, Eric Clubb, 

Bill and Cindy Thias, Ben Phillips, Meca Loftsgard, Randy 

Torson, Liam O’Malley, Tom Heyer (father of Kayleen Schrader). 

Assisted Living, Nursing Homes & Shut-Ins: Betty Erickson, 

Bud Siebrecht, Karen Follett, Judy Nelson, Madonna Stumme, 

Doris Guyer, Evelyn Tague. 

In the Military: Jeff Kleppe, Nathan Guyer, Kennedy White. 

 Please keep the family and friends of JoAnn Bishop in your 

thoughts and prayers. JoAnn passed away on Thurs., May 15th.  

Sunday, May 11, 2025    Attendance: 70 

Loose: $155.00           Basement Rental: $75.00 

Noisy Can: $75.35             Regular: $700.00 

Total General Fund: $1,005.35 

   Building Fund: $110.00 

 

 

 

 



                                                                               .                                          

Mon. 5/19  6pm  Community Club Mtg. 

Wed. 5/21  1pm  WELCA Bible Study 

Sun. 5/25  9:30am Worship Service 

     Holy Communion 

 

 

 

Noisy Can Offering for 2nd Quarter will be split and go to 

Shepherd of the Hill Building & Maintenance Fund and Heather 

Hageman (SOTH Coordinator-who has had recent expenses for 

an unexpected medical condition). 

 Bicycle Care, Collection, & Cookie Ride. In honor of 

Bike Month, Upper Explorerland’s Safe Routes to School is 

partnering with Northeast Iowa communities to offer family bike 

safety and maintenance events in May! The event is Thursday, 

May 22nd @ the Echo Valley Park Shelter. 5:30-6:15pm-Safety 

& maintenance, families can BYO picnic supper. 6:15-6:45pm- 

Community bike ride. Cookies after the ride! 

Senior Game Day is on May 28th, from 2-4pm. Come 

joins us for some snacks and fun! All are welcome! 

 American Legion Memorial Day Pancake Breakfast is 

Sunday, May 25th from 8am-1pm @ the Opera House. Free 

will donation.  

American Legion Auxiliary Bake & Craft Sale is 

also at the Opera House on Sunday, May 25th from 8am-1pm. 



CONGREGATIONAL MEETING & VOTE for 

Roof Replacement Project will be Sunday, June 1st, at the end 

of service.  2 bids have been received. Council recommendation 

is to go with a steel roof utilizing Turkey River Construction.  

 Quilters will meet this Tuesday, May 20th. This will be the 

last day until fall.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


