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& f;wm f/) aston A/Lifée: March this year is all about Lent. We have the four more Wednesday

night Lenten services with West Clermont hosting the one on March 11. We have Palm Sunay and the
beginning of Holy Week at the end of March. Recently I had someone ask me about Holy Week and why
do we call it Maundy Thursday and why do we call it Good Friday.

Maundy Thursday is the Thursday before Easter. It is the night that Jesus instituted the Lord’s
Supper. It is also the night that Jesus washed the disciples’ feet and gave them a new commandment. Jesus
gives them the new command in John 13:34-35, “**[ give you a new commandment, that you love one
another. Just as I have loved you, you also should love one another. 3 By this everyone will know that you
are my disciples, if you have love for one another.” The word Maundy comes from a shortened Latin word
“mandatum” which means command.

Good Friday is the day that Jesus was crucified, the Friday before Easter. It may seem ironic to call
the day that Jesus was crucified as “good” but there are at least two explanations. The first is that
traditionally the word good was used quite often to mean holy or sacred. Good Friday is truly a Holy Day.
Another explanation is that although Jesus’ death was tragic, it lead to the resurrection and the forgiveness
of all of our sins and the promise of eternal life. This truly is good for all of us poor sinners.

Why can’t we just skip ahead to Easter, the Easter baskets, and Easter Brunch and forget the
gruesome pain and death of Good Friday? We have to think about Jesus’ death before we can celebrate his
resurrection. We have to think about the human condition and how we are all trapped by sin. We have to
think about the unpleasant sinful nature of humanity to realize what a gift we are given by Jesus. Jesus was
sacrificed on a cross to save us from our sinful condition. Jesus’ sacrifice and resurrection conquers sin and
death and gives us eternal salvation. It is humbling to think that Jesus did this to save us humans when we
have done nothing to deserve it.

If God can forgive our sins because of Jesus’ sacrifice, we can surely forgive the little things we do
to each other. This amazing gift makes us want to thank the Lord our God, forgive our neighbors, help
each other out, take care of each other, and show God’s love to the world. Amen.

Peace,
Pastor Mike
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West Clermont Lutheran Church Council Meeting Minutes—February 4. 2026

Present: Rodney Wagner; Kenny Monteith, Kathy Wander; Jed Dean, Brittany Bassett, Jesse Bassett; Aric
Steffens, Aaron Steffens; Karen Miller, Mark Erickson, and Pastor Mike. Meeting was called to order 6:03pm.

Opening Prayer Pr. Mike
Approve agenda. Jed made motion to approve agenda; Aric second. Motion carried.
January Minutes read. Karen made motion to approve minutes; Aric second. Motion carried.

Custodial Guidelines/Responsibilities Updates- Sam Becker

Will need to determine someone to ‘train’ the new custodian; Stacy Cummings has agreed to train. Expectations
and Job Duties have been reviewed and updated. Jed made motion to offer Kristi Meyer the position of church
custodian pending finalized Expectations and Job Duties; Jesse second. Motion carried.

Treasurer’s Report Jed made motion to approve the financial report; Karen second. Motion carried.

A. Approve payments. *Isaiah Ruckdaschel has taken over the snow removal; expect new billing for
this expense. Jed made motion to approve payments; Jesse second. Motion carried.

Pastor’s Report

Northeastern lowa Synod has shared a hand written note thanking us for our continued support.

There are sensors around the church from church mutual; these are water sensors and currently there is 1 in the
kitchen under the sink and 1 in the boiler room. Of note the boiler is working well. The transition piece on the
carpet between the sanctuary and coffee room is coming up a bit; this will need to be addressed soon. North side
street lights are on a timer, the 2 end lights are not working currently. When it warms up, we will need to
address this. Side door near the piano downstairs has a large draft, this will need new weather stripping. For
now, we are using towels. Flat roof gutters will need to be looked at when the weather warms up to ensure they
are flowing appropriately. Property management will look at these things and address as needed. Pastor Lynn in
Postville will be having surgery soon; Pastor Mike will be filling in for Saturday service until April. April 12
will be confirmation Sunday for the current confirmation class.

Old Business/Committee Reports:
A. Annual Meeting Review
a. In accordance to our constitution C16.04, C17.04, and C18.03, a current copy of our
constitution was sent to the Synod on January 25, 2026.

B. Solar
a. Bid Updates
e Walvatne 2024: $27,000 (this included tax credits)
e Kens Electric Jan 2025: $34,000 (no credits or discounts included)
B. Other
e Piano Tuning — Safe Harbor Piano Tuning; cost based on travel time. This would be $140
per piano, but offers discount. Waiting to hear back from inquiry. Aric may have a
replacement piano for our downstairs as well.
New Business
A. Custodian
B. Bank Signature Card.
a. Approve removal of Randy and Diane and the addition of Kenny and Aric.
Rodney made motion to approve removing Randy and Diane and add Kenny and Aric to the
bank signature card. Jesse second. Motion carried.
C. Icon Renewal Payment: Karen made a motion to renew Icon payment; Aric second. Motion carried.



D. Council representatives for committees without one.
a. Parish Education — Stacy Cummings
b. Auditing Committee — Karen Miller
c. EWALU Representative (meets twice a year) — Stacy Cummings
d. SOTH Representative — Kenny Montieth
E. SOTH Assembly- February 15" @ Zion Lutheran-Oelwein. 2pm — Kenny and Pastor will attend.

F. Lent 2026 Schedule is in the newsletter.
G. Other.
Announcements & Important Dates

Copper Creek Service is Wed., Feb. 11" @ 10:30am.

Stoney Brook Service is Wed., Feb. 25" @ 10am.

Senior Fun Day is Wed., Feb. 11" from 2-4pm.

Healing Service is Sun., Feb. 15%,

Ash Wednesday is Feb. 18", Service @ 6:30pm. No meal.

WELCA Soup to Go Sale is Sunday, Feb. 22™ following worship

. Luther League Pancake Breakfast is Sun., March 1% following worship.
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Closing Praver/Adjourn

Jed made motion to adjourn; Rod second. Motion carried. We closed with a prayer at 7:55pm.
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=4 WELCA Board Meeting Minutes- February 4, 2026. =]
WELCA Board met on February 4, 2026 @ 1:00. Those attending were: June, Mae and Marcia.

Secretary’s Report: Minutes read individually. Mae / June / Carried.

Treasurer’s Report: Checking balance: $2,118.04 Savings balance: $3,235.82 Quilting fund: $492.87
Motion to approve: Mae / June / Carried.

Old Business

1. Thank Offering: Grand total for 2025? Tabled until next month

2. Upcoming dates for Little Flock Cluster B: April 25, 2026 - Spring Gathering at Peace Lutheran Ryan.
May 2, 2026 - LWR Truck in Decorah July 16-19 2026 - Triennial Gathering in Des Moines.

3. $50 gift card: To be used toward anything needed.

4. Soup Carry-out Fundraiser: February 22 after church. Marcia has a Thrivent Card to purchase
ingredients and containers. Mary Circle: 1. Beef Vegetable 2. Split Pea 3. Ruth: 1. Cheeseburger 2. 3.
Sarah: 1. Chicken Noodle 2. Chicken Bacon Corn Chowder 3. Chili. Bake Bread Loaves: 1. Marcia 2.
Linda 3. Ruth Circle or Brandi M. Quart $9 / Pint $6 / Bread $5

5. Year-End Circle Accounts: 2025 1/2 Offering Women in Crisis Pennies Tabled

6. Mary and Martha Retreat: Feb 20 and 21 at EWALU Center.

7. Poinsettias for Altar: Marcia picked up 2 Poinsettias for the Christmas Season. $64.20

8. Gas Card for Rose Schutte: Done

New Business:
1. Correspondence: (Thank you from) Karen Guyer, Helping Services, EWALU, Global Life Ministries
and ELCA Good Gifts.




2. Ruth Amundson Memorial: $1,500 to WELCA. Purchased a Tree with accessories, and Nativity
Scene. Total $745.85 (2 metal plates made)

3. Lent 2026: WELCA will serve supper March 11. Potato Bar and Dessert (bars). Plan next meeting. June
/ Mae / Carried

4 Batting for Quilters: A Thrivent Card was given to purchase 2 more rolls. Marcia completed this task.
5. Fall Gathering: West Clermont hosts October 24, 2026. Start planning in a couple months.

6. LWR Truck: WCLC is assigned to help load the truck on May 2027.

7. Board Member for Little Flock B: WCLC is to supply a board member for a 3-year term.

8. Bandage Rolling: Marcia investigated. We have rolls of material that will work. Checking to have
Kenny Nalty make a roller. More information to come.

Sunday coffee Schedule: February - Mary. March - Ruth April - Sarah

2026 Coffee Area(Yearly): Ruth. Kitchen(Yearly): Sarah. Flowers/plants & Seasonal Decor(Yearly):
Mary.

Altar Duties 2026 (Jan.-April): Sarah. (May-Aug): Mary. (Sept.-Dec): Ruth

Motion to Adjourn: 2.05 June/ Mae/ Carried.

Next Meeting: March 4, 2026 @ 1:00pm.
Submitted: Marcia Wiedenhoff, Board President/Secretary

Closing: The Lord’s Prayer

Worship Assistants- March 2026

DATE READER ACOLYTE COMMUNION BREAD

3/1* Maryn Monteith Sutton Schrader Jess Dean Arline Davisson

3/8 Layne Kleppe Brailyn Dirksen

3/11(Lenten Wed.) Diane Butikofer Keegan Klemp

3/15 (Healing) Aaron Steffens Ryan Dean

3/22% Mark Nelson Natalie Bassett Denise Nelson Denise Nelson

3/29%*(Palm Sunday) | Stacy Cummings Klay Monteith Linda Hyde Linda Hyde

March Ushers: Aric Steffens, Jed & Peyton Dean
o
Weth

03/01 Zimmer Susan 03/03 Nelson-Lerch Kirstin ~ 03/09 Olson Ramona
03/10 Johansen Liz 03/11 Swenson Carol 03/12 Jacobsen Deb
03/12 Johansen Benjamin 03/13 Dirksen Jacob 03/14 Amundson Brittany
03/15 Dinan Colleen 03/16 Kleppe Olivia 03/17 Alexander Kerigan
03/19 Cummings Claire 03/22 Howard Trevor 03/25 Brainard Chuck
03/28 Franzen Paul 03/28 Knickerbocker Ashton



Offerings: February 1 -February 15, 2026

Sunday, February 1. 2026

Loose: $162.00

Regular: $2,295.00

Total General Fund: $2,494.32
Solar Fund: $100.00

Sunday, February 8., 2026
Copies: $3.00

Regular: $1,295.00

Total General Fund: $1,593.33

Sunday, February 15, 2026

Loose: $103.25

Regular: $1,205.00

Total General Fund: $1,350.29
Solar: $200.00
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April 5, 2026

PANCAKE BREAKFAST

WEST CLERMONT LUTHERAN CHURCH

+* FREE wiLL DONATION
SUPPORTING LUTHER LEAGUE ACTMVITES

SUNDAY MARCH IST
IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING WORSHP
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Souper Bowl Collection: $112.33

Attendance: 40
Noisy Can: $37.32

Attendance: 45
Loose: $183.00
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Attendance: 38
Copies: $3.75
Noisy Can: $38.29

PALM SUNDAY
IS MARCH 29™
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FUNERAL WORSHIP SERVICE PRE-PLANNING
We are now offering Funeral Worship Service Pre-Planning
for those interested in planning their own service. Forms now
available in the church office. Please stop in and pick one up.
Once completed, we can make a copy for you and will keep
the original form in the office. When it comes time for your
funeral, your family will have the gift of your plans to use as
they prepare for your funeral.

set your clocks one hour ahead




Shepherd of the Hills Ministries
NEWSLETTER - MARCH 2026

We are trying new things this year to aid us in fundraising.

If you like thrifting or our exclusive % off sales...you don’t want to miss this! Thrift Shop Hop
is hosted by the Depot Outlet in Decorah on March 13-15. Thrift stores in Minnesota,
Wisconsin and lowa are participating. You can find participating thrift stores on the web at
thriftshophop.com. Each store can set their own sales and hours. We will be open the 13-14
only for this event. Please plan on attending to get some great deals!

A Formal Affair will be on March 28% from 8am-4pm. The Volga Opera House in Volga will
be our formal location. We will be taking consignment or donated formal
wear...Prom/homecoming dresses, wedding/Mother of the Bride/Groom dresses, formal suits,
flower girl dresses and accessories. This is your opportunity to find a home for those dresses in
your closet or if you're on a budget... we got you covered with this formal buy and sell sale.
Find the registration form on A Formal Affair’s Facebook page.

All proceeds directly support Shepherd of the Hills.

Clothing Center Updates:

We will be adding more clothing racks so we can have some off season clothing items out all
year round. I am not sure how this will go but the request was made and we are willing to try
new things. Please continue to schedule your donations so we can have enough volunteers on
hand. With the weather getting nicer, we hope to have more % off sales.
Don’t forget we are having a % off sale on March 13-14!

Shepherd Conference News:

Our conference assembly was held February 15 at Zion Lutheran Church in Oelwein. Zion Church provided
great refreshments and beautiful arrangements. They were great hosts on a beautiful day.

66 people were in attendance representing 16 churches. Bishop Kevin Jones visited with us about what the
Synod does for our conference and our churches. It was very informative and interesting to hear the tasks
behind the scenes. We welcome Chris Anderson (Synodical Authorized Minister) from St. John, Dundee and
Peace in Ryan to our board. He will serve on our worship chair. On behalf of the Shepherd of the Hills board,
we would like to thank everyone for your support throughout the years!

The Operating Fund pays the utilities, IMPORTANT EVENTS/DATES: Shepherd of the Hills:
insurance on the building, supplies, salaries
and Lawn/Snow Care. % off sale: March 13-14 Heather Hageman
The Crisis Fund is used to help families with 9am-4pm 100 W. Hill Street, PO Box 36,
emergency rent or utilities and our St. Olaf, IA 52072
sponsored events throughout the year A Formal Affair: March 28 Telephone: 563-783-2409
Please utilize the MEMO LINE 8am-4pm
on your check to specify Fax: 563-783-2428
Crisis or Operating Fund! Ascension Day Service May 14 E-mail: shephill@neitel.net
Please indicate what church you are from Business Hours: Monday-Friday
as well to provide better bookkeeping. *Any event may be subject to change 9am-12pm and 1pm-4 pm




A,
@Praver Lists

Requested: Jeanette (Davisson) Cain, Don Erickson, Jake Noggle, Ardell Fortune, Julie Albertson, Larry
Kohls, Sarah Updegraff-Murray, Eric Clubb, Bill and Cindy Thias, Ben Phillips, Meca Loftsgard, Tom
Heyer, Carla Hanson, Keegan Klemp, Betty Helgerson, Joshua Butikofer, Arline Davisson, Dan Kime,
Julie Nalty.

Assisted Living, Nursing Homes & Shut-Ins: Bud Siebrecht, Karen Follett, Madonna Stumme, Doris
Guyer, Evelyn Tague.

_Chureh Niirs

o1 Quarter Noisy Can (January-March) will go to WELCA for the various activities/events sponsored
by the women.

H%E QUILTING. Quilters meet on Tuesdays @ 9am.
L
o Senmior Fun Day will not take place in March. We will resume in April.

@ 2025 Summer Camp Program Guides are now available in the entryway downstairs. Early bird
registration deadline is February 28", West Clermont Camperships are available. Please contact the church
office for the form.

== Luther League Pancake Breakfast will be Sun., March 1%, following worship. Serving: pancakes,
sausage, applesauce, and beverage. Free Will Donation.

Q’4H Omelet Brunch & Silent Auction is Sun., March 8" from 9am-1pm @ the Fairgrounds Dance

Pavilion. Serving: pancakes, made-to-order omelets, applesauce, yogurt, and beverage.
Lentep—

West Clermont Lenten Meal & Service is Wed., Mar 11", Meal is @ 5:30pm. Serving: Baked
Potato Bar and Bars. Free will offering. Service begins @ 6:30pm.

== Clermont EMT Pancake Fundraiser is Sunday, March 15" from 8am-Noon, @ the Fire Station.
Serving: pancakes, sausage, eggs, and beverage. Free will donation.

Lent 2026 Schedule
“Dying His Death Living His Life” Schedule Sheet
Date Theme Church
Week 2, March 4 Dying to Greed, Living for St Paul Methodist Church Elgin
the Treasures of Heaven 7pm service. Dessert to follow.
2 Corinthians 8:9
Week 3, March 11 Dying to Doubt, Living to Faith West Clermont, 6:30pm service.
John 3:16 Meal @ 5:30pm.
Week 4, March 18 Dying to Turmoil, Living in Peace Illyria, 7pm service. Dessert to follow.
John 14:27
Week 5, March 25 Dying to Judgement, Living to Grace East Clermont, 6pm service.
Galatians 2:20 Meal @ Spm.
Maundy Thursday, April 2 Remember His Death West Clermont, 6:30pm.

Good Friday, April 3 He Died for All Ilyria, time TBD







