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INTRODUCTION

This Sunday’s texts paint startling pictures of the horrific nature of
sin. The church’s repeated celebration of holy communion counters
that tragic reality in a continued showing forth of the death of Jesus
until he comes again. It is a dramatic declaration of “how much God
has done for you.”

GATHERING

PRELUDE
GREETING

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS

WCLC MISSION STATEMENT: As children of God, called
to love God and one another, we proclaim the Word of God
through study, prayer, worship, and discipleship. We serve
those in need within our congregation, our community, and
our world as an expression of God’s love for us. LOVE,

PROCLAIM, SERVE!

GATHER HYMN: “4 Mighty Fortress Is Our God” ELW 504

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

P: In the name of the Father, and of the * Son, and of the Holy
Spirit.

C: Amen.

P: Baptized into Christ, let us confess our sin.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Merciful God,




C: you free us to love others, but we neglect our neighbors
and follow our own way. You lead us by the Spirit of joy and
peace, but we turn away from the abundant life you offer.
You surround us with patience, kindness, and generosity,
but we grow weary in doing what is right. In your mercy,
forgive us. Do not give up on us. Heal us, break our bonds,
and show us the path of life. Amen.

P: You belong to Christ Jesus and you are God’s children

through faith. In the cross of & Christ, and through the power of
the Holy Spirit, your sins are forgiven. Clothed with Christ, you
are a new creation.

C: Amen.

KYRIE ELW pg.120
CANTICLE OF PRAISE: “This is the feast..” ELW pg.122

PRAYER OF THE DAY: O Lord God, we bring before you
the cries of a sorrowing world. In your mercy set us free
from the chains that bind us, and defend us from everything
that is evil, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

NOISY CAN OFFERING

SPECIAL MUSIC: “Up and Up” by Colton Dixon
CCLI Song #7196310
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o0PZWxzS4AnM

WORD
First Reading: Isaiah 65:1-9

T was ready to be sought out by those who did not ask, to be
found by those who did not seek me. I said, “Here I am, here I
am,” to a nation that did not call on my name. ?1 held out my
hands all day long to a rebellious people, who walk in a way that
is not good, following their own devices; * a people who provoke
me to my face continually, sacrificing in gardens and offering


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oPZWxzS4AnM

incense on bricks; * who sit inside tombs, and spend the night in
secret places; who eat swine’s flesh, with broth of abominable
things in their vessels; ° who say, “Keep to yourself, do not come
near me, for [ am too holy for you.” These are a smoke in my
nostrils, a fire that burns all day long. ° See, it is written before
me: [ will not keep silent, but I will repay; I will indeed repay
into their laps ” their iniquities and their ancestors’ iniquities
together, says the LORD; because they offered incense on the
mountains and reviled me on the hills, I will measure into their
laps full payment for their actions. ® Thus says the LORD:

As the wine is found in the cluster, and they say, “Do not
destroy it, for there is a blessing in it,” so [ will do for my
servants’ sake, and not destroy them all. ° I will bring forth
descendants from Jacob, and from Judah inheritors of my
mountains; my chosen shall inherit it, and my servants shall
settle there.

R: The Word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God!

Psalm: 22:19-28 (Responsively)

1 But you, O LORD, be not far away;
O my help, hasten to my aid.
20Peliver me from the sword,
my life from the power of the dog.
21 Save me from the lion’s mouth!
From the horns of wild bulls you have rescued me.
221 will declare your name to my people;
in the midst of the assembly I will praise you.
23 You who fear the LORD, give praise! All you of Jacob’s line,
give glory. Stand in awe of the LORD, all you offspring of
Israel.
24 For the LORD does not despise nor abhor the poor in their
poverty; neither is the LORD’s face hidden from them;
but when they cry out, the LORD hears them.



25 From you comes my praise in the great assembly; I will
perform my vows in the sight of those who fear
the LORD.
26 The poor shall eat and be satisfied, Let those who seek
the LORD give praise! May your hearts live forever!
27 All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the LORD;
all the families of nations shall bow before God.
28 For dominion belongs to the LORD,
who rules over the nations.

Second Reading: Galatians 3:23-29

23 Now before faith came, we were imprisoned and guarded
under the law until faith would be revealed. 2* Therefore the law
was our disciplinarian until Christ came, so that we might be
justified by faith. 2° But now that faith has come, we are no
longer subject to a disciplinarian, 2® for in Christ Jesus you are
all children of God through faith. 27 As many of you as were
baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with

Christ. 28 There is no longer Jew or Greek, there is no longer
slave or free, there is no longer male and female; for all of you
are one in Christ Jesus. ?° And if you belong to Christ, then you
are Abraham’s offspring, heirs according to the promise.

R: The Word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God!

Gospel Acclamation “Alleluia...” ELW pg. 124

Gospel: Luke 8:26-39

P: The Holy Gospel according to Luke.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.

26 Then [Jesus and his disciples] arrived at the country of the
Gerasenes, which is opposite Galilee. 2’ As he stepped out on
land, a man of the city who had demons met him. For a long
time he had worn no clothes, and he did not live in a house but
in the tombs. 2® When he saw Jesus, he fell down before him and



shouted at the top of his voice, “What have you to do with me,
Jesus, Son of the Most High God? I beg you, do not torment
me”—2° for Jesus had commanded the unclean spirit to come out
of the man. (For many times it had seized him; he was kept
under guard and bound with chains and shackles, but he would
break the bonds and be driven by the demon into the

wilds.) *° Jesus then asked him, “What is your name?” He said,
“Legion”; for many demons had entered him. 3! They begged
him not to order them to go back into the abyss.

32Now there on the hillside a large herd of swine was
feeding; and the demons begged Jesus to let them enter these. So
he gave them permission. *3 Then the demons came out of the
man and entered the swine, and the herd rushed down the steep
bank into the lake and was drowned.

34 When the swineherds saw what had happened, they ran off
and told it in the city and in the country. 3°> Then people came out
to see what had happened, and when they came to Jesus, they
found the man from whom the demons had gone sitting at the
feet of Jesus, clothed and in his right mind. And they were
afraid. *® Those who had seen it told them how the one who had
been possessed by demons had been healed. 3’ Then all the
people of the surrounding country of the Gerasenes asked Jesus
to leave them; for they were seized with great fear. So he got
into the boat and returned. *® The man from whom the demons
had gone begged that he might be with him; but Jesus sent him
away, saying, 3° “Return to your home, and declare how much
God has done for you.” So he went away, proclaiming
throughout the city how much Jesus had done for him.

P: The gospel of the Lord. C: Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON Pastor Mike Erickson

HYMN OF THE DAY: “O Jesus, [ Have Promised” ELW 810
NICENE CREED

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,




of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God, begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from
heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the
virgin Mary and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius
Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living
and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and
glorified, who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of
sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the
life of the world to come. Amen.

INTERCESSIONS

P: God of grace, C: hear our prayer.

WE SHARE GOD’S PEACE

P: The peace of Christ be with you always.
C: And also with you.
P: Let us offer each other a sign of peace.




OFFERING

OFFERING PRAYER:

P: Creator God, in your wisdom you bring forth all that is good
and the harvest is plentiful. Strengthen us at your table with
these gifts of the earth and our labor, that we may work for the
good of all; through Jesus Christ, our Savior.

C: Amen.

MEAL
GREAT THANKSGIVING

P: The Lord be with you.

C: And also with you.

P: Lift up your hearts.

C: We lift them to the Lord.

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all
times and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty
and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this
day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious
resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.

And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth
and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their
unending hymn:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY ELW pg.130

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

P: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took
bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples,
saying: Take and eat; this 1s my body, given for you. Do this for
the remembrance of me.




Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for
all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this
for the remembrance of me.

LORD’S PRAYER

P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.

Our Father,

who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come, thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P: The kingdom of God is set before you. Eat and rejoice.

COMMUNION

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION: Mothering God, you
gathered us to your table and we drank deeply of your grace.
Send us out by your Spirit to love our neighbors as ourselves
and proclaim your love in Jesus’ name. Amen.

SENDING

BLESSING

P: The love of God abound in you; the grace of our Savior Jesus
Christ fill your hearts; and the life of the Spirit -+ bless you and
give you peace.

C: Amen.

SENDING MUSIC: “Go, My Children, with My Blessing”’
ELW 543




DISMISSAL
P: Go in peace. Love! Proclaim! Serve!
C: Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #025369. New
Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the
National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by
permission. All rights reserved.

Prayer List

Requested: Karen Kohls, Jeanette (Davisson) Cain, Don
Erickson, Jake Noggle, Karen Guyer, Ardell Fortune, Julie
Albertson, Larry Kohls, Sarah Updegraff-Murray, Eric Clubb,
Bill and Cindy Thias, Ben Phillips, Meca Loftsgard, Randy
Torson, Liam O’Malley, Tom Heyer, Carla Hanson, Keegan
Klemp, Betty Helgerson.

Assisted Living, Nursing Homes & Shut-Ins: Betty Erickson,
Bud Siebrecht, Karen Follett, Judy Nelson, Madonna Stumme,
Doris Guyer, Evelyn Tague.

In the Military: Jeff Kleppe, Nathan Guyer, Kennedy White.

Sunday, June 15, 2025 Attendance: 48
Funeral Programs: $36.00 Loose: $126.00
Noisy can: $37.79 Regular: $2,710.00

Total General Fund: $2,909.79
Roof :$90.00
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6/23-6/30 Pr. Mike Vacation

Wed. 6/25 10am Stoney Brook Service
2-4pm Senior Fun Day
Sun. 6/29 9:30am Worship Service
Supply Pr. Coffin
10:30am Fellowship

& Noisy Can Offering for 2"! Quarter will be split and go to
Shepherd of the Hill Building & Maintenance Fund and Heather
Hageman (SOTH Coordinator-who has had recent expenses for
an unexpected medical condition).

ot Senior Game Day is on this Wed., June 25", from 2-
4pm. Come joins us for some snacks and fun! All are welcome!

=

SOTH Back to School Drop-Off Event is July 1%- Aug.
4™ at the SOTH office in St. Olaf. School Supply Donations can
be dropped off Monday-Friday during office hours 9a-Noon &
1-4p. List of items for the backpacks is posted on the bulletin
board and will be in the July Newsletter. Please send monetary
donations to Shepherd of the Hill, PO Box 36,100 West Hill St.,
St. Olaf, 1A, 52072. IF you would like to receive a backpack(s),
please contact the office as a referral is required.

UPDATED INFORMATION: SOTH Back to School
Event: Backpacks (17 in or bigger/character), notebooks of
paper (narrow and wide) and scientific calculators (TI 30x)
are needed the most this year. In years past we handed out
one scientific calculator per family if they had a high school
student. We are hoping we can get some $250 Thrivent




cards that will help purchase these items. If you have an
opportunity to help, we would be grateful. Thank you!

Heather Hageman- Shepherd of the Hills

Texas Instruments TI-30XIIS Scientific Calculator, Black $11%8
with Blue Accents

in Scientific Calculators

In Stock

FREE delivery Tue, Jun 24 available at checkout

FREE Returns

(7] Thisis a gift Learn more

Color: Black
Size: 1 Pack
Style: Single Pack

‘ Qty: ‘ 36 Delete = Save for later =~ Compare with similaritems =~ Share

Subtotal (36 items): $409.68



