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INTRODUCTION 

Perhaps the church, at its best, is “all ears.” God urges the faithful, 

again and again, to “listen up!”—to heed the word that gives life. So 

it was with Abraham and Sarah, Mary and Martha, and the early 

church at Colossae. So it is today as we join the assembly to hear the 

word of God, the word of life. 

GATHERING 

PRELUDE: “Blessed Assurance” by Alan Jackson CCLI #22324 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wPZMlvgN1Hw 

GREETING 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  

C:  And also with you. 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

WCLC MISSION STATEMENT: As children of God, called to 

love God and one another, we proclaim the Word of God through 

study, prayer, worship, and discipleship.  We serve those in need 

within our congregation, our community, and our world as an 

expression of God’s love for us.  LOVE, PROCLAIM, SERVE! 

GATHER HYMN: “Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee”   ELW 836 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sLPw6Bl3OtU 

Lyrics: 

1    Joyful, joyful we adore thee, 

    God of glory, Lord of love! 

    Hearts unfold like flow’rs before thee, 

    praising thee, their sun above. 

    Melt the clouds of sin and sadness, 

    drive the gloom of doubt away. 
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    Giver of immortal gladness, 

    fill us with the light of day. 

 

2    All thy works with joy surround thee, 

    earth and heav’n reflect thy rays, 

    stars and angels sing around thee, 

    center of unbroken praise. 

    Field and forest, vale and mountain, 

    flow’ry meadow, flashing sea, 

    chanting bird, and flowing fountain 

    call us to rejoice in thee. 

 

3    Thou art giving and forgiving, 

    ever blessing, ever blest, 

    wellspring of the joy of living, 

    ocean-depth of happy rest! 

    Thou our Father, Christ our brother, 

    all who live in love are thine; 

    teach us how to love each other, 

    lift us to the joy divine! 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

P: In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy  

    Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

P: Baptized into Christ, let us confess our sin. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Merciful God, 

C:  you free us to love others, but we neglect our neighbors and 

follow our own way. You lead us by the Spirit of joy and peace, 

but we turn away from the abundant life you offer. You 

surround us with patience, kindness, and generosity, but we 

grow weary in doing what is right. In your mercy, forgive us. 

Do not give up on us. Heal us, break our bonds, and show us 

the path of life.  Amen. 



P: You belong to Christ Jesus and you are God’s children through 

faith. In the cross of ☩ Christ, and through the power of the Holy 

Spirit, your sins are forgiven. Clothed with Christ, you are a new 

creation.  

C: Amen. 

KYRIE (Spoken) 

P: In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

C: Lord, have mercy. 

P: For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to 

the Lord. 

C: Lord, have mercy. 

P: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the 

Church of God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 

C: Lord, have mercy. 

P: For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and 

praise, let us pray to the Lord. 

C: Lord, have mercy. 

P: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

C: Amen, amen.     

PRAYER OF THE DAY: Eternal God, you draw near to us in 

Christ, and you make yourself our guest. Amid the cares of our 

lives, make us attentive to your presence, that we may treasure 

your word above all else, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 

Lord. Amen. 

SPECIAL MUSIC: “The Gospel” by Ryan Stevenson 

CCLI #7086447https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NTdFEZhjiko 

WORD 

First Reading: Genesis 18:1-10a 

1 The LORD appeared to Abraham by the oaks of Mamre, as he sat 

at the entrance of his tent in the heat of the day. 2 He looked up and 

saw three men standing near him. When he saw them, he ran from 

the tent entrance to meet them and bowed down to the ground. 3 He 

said, “My lord, if I find favor with you, do not pass by your 

servant. 4 Let a little water be brought, and wash your feet, and rest 
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yourselves under the tree. 5 Let me bring a little bread, that you 

may refresh yourselves, and after that you may pass on—since you 

have come to your servant.” So they said, “Do as you have 

said.” 6 And Abraham hastened into the tent to Sarah and said, 

“Make ready quickly three measures of choice flour, knead it, and 

make cakes.” 7 Abraham ran to the herd and took a calf, tender and 

good, and gave it to the servant, who hastened to prepare it. 8 Then 

he took curds and milk and the calf that he had prepared and set it 

before them, and he stood by them under the tree while they ate. 

  9 They said to him, “Where is your wife Sarah?” And he said, 

“There, in the tent.” 10a Then one said, “I will surely return to you 

in due season, and your wife Sarah shall have a son.” 

R:  The Word of the Lord.          C: Thanks be to God! 

Psalm: 15 (Responsively) 

1 LORD, who may dwell in your tabernacle? 

  Who may abide upon your holy hill? 
2 Those who lead a blameless life and do what is right, 

  who speak the truth from their heart;  
3 they do not slander with the tongue, they do no evil to their  

friends; they do not cast discredit upon a neighbor. 
4 In their sight the wicked are rejected, but they honor those  

who fear the LORD. They have sworn upon their health  

and do not take back their word. 
5 They do not give their money in hope of gain, nor do they take  

bribes against the innocent. Those who do these things shall  

never be overthrown. 

Second Reading:   Colossians 1:15-28 

15 [Christ Jesus] is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of 

all creation,16 for in him all things in heaven and on earth were 

created, things visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions 

or rulers or powers—all things have been created through him and 

for him. 17 He himself is before all things, and in him all things 

hold together. 18 He is the head of the body, the church; he is the 



beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so that he might come to 

have first place in everything. 19 For in him all the fullness of God 

was pleased to dwell, 20 and through him God was pleased to 

reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, by 

making peace through the blood of his cross. 

  

 21 And you who were once estranged and hostile in mind, doing 

evil deeds, 22 he has now reconciled in his fleshly body through 

death, so as to present you holy and blameless and irreproachable 

before him, 23 provided that you continue securely established and 

steadfast in the faith, without shifting from the hope promised by 

the gospel that you heard, which has been proclaimed to every 

creature under heaven. I, Paul, became a minister of this gospel. 

  24 I am now rejoicing in my sufferings for your sake, and in my 

flesh I am completing what is lacking in Christ’s afflictions for the 

sake of his body, that is, the church. 25 I became its minister 

according to God’s commission that was given to me for you, to 

make the word of God fully known, 26 the mystery that has been 

hidden throughout the ages and generations but has now been 

revealed to his saints. 27 To them God chose to make known how 

great among the gentiles are the riches of the glory of this mystery, 

which is Christ in you, the hope of glory. 28 It is he whom we 

proclaim, warning everyone and teaching everyone in all wisdom, 

so that we may present everyone mature in Christ. 

R:  The Word of the Lord.          C: Thanks be to God! 

Gospel Acclamation  

P: Alleluia.  

C: Alleluia.  

P: Blessed are those who hold the word fast in an honest and good  

    heart, and bear fruit with patient endurance. Alleluia. (Luke 8:15) 

C: Alleluia.  

Gospel: Luke 10:38-42 

P: The Holy Gospel according to Luke.  

C: Glory to you, O Lord. 



38 Now as [Jesus and his disciples] went on their way, he entered a 

certain village where a woman named Martha welcomed 

him. 39 She had a sister named Mary, who sat at Jesus’s feet and 

listened to what he was saying. 40 But Martha was distracted by her 

many tasks, so she came to him and asked, “Lord, do you not care 

that my sister has left me to do all the work by myself? Tell her, 

then, to help me.” 41 But the Lord answered her, “Martha, Martha, 

you are worried and distracted by many things, 42 but few things 

are needed—indeed only one. Mary has chosen the better part, 

which will not be taken away from her.” 

P:  The gospel of the Lord.          C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 

SERMON                     Pastor Mike Erickson 

HYMN OF THE DAY:“Precious Lord, Take My Hand” ELW 773 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AWFd5ohIW30 

Lyrics: 

1    Precious Lord, take my hand, lead me on, let me stand, 

    I am tired, I am weak, I am worn. 

  Through the storm, through the night, lead me on to the light. 

    Take my hand, precious Lord, lead me home. 

 

2   When my way grows drear, precious Lord, linger near 

     When my life is almost gone. 

     Hear my cry, hear my call, hold my hand lest I fall, 

     Take my hand, precious Lord, lead me home. 

 

3   When the darkness appears and the night draws near, 

     And the day is past and gone, 

     At the river I stand, guide my feet, hold my hand. 

     Take my hand, precious Lord, lead me home. 

**REPEAT VERSE 1 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AWFd5ohIW30


He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 

and born of the Virgin Mary.  

He suffered under Pontius Pilate,  

was crucified, died, and was buried.  

He descended into hell.  

On the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven,  

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  

He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

the holy catholic Church,  

the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  

the resurrection of the body,  

and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

WE SHARE GOD’S PEACE 

P: The peace of Christ be with you always. 

C: And also with you.  

P: Let us offer each other a sign of peace. 

LORD’S PRAYER 

P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 

Our Father,  

who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

HEALING 

INTRODUCTION 

P: Our Lord Jesus healed many as a sign of the reign of God come 

near and sent the disciples to continue this work of healing—with 

prayer, the laying on of hands, and anointing. In the name of 



Christ, the great healer and reconciler of the world, we now entrust 

to God all who are in need of healing. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

P: In your great mercy,  C: hear us, O God. 

LAYING ON OF HANDS 

P: Sisters and brothers, I invite you to come and receive a sign of 

healing and wholeness in the name of the triune God. 

Those receiving the laying on of hands approach & kneel or stand. 

Please respond: Amen. (following your blessing) 

P: Let us pray. 

Living God, through the laying on of hands and anointing, grant 

comfort in suffering to all who are in need of healing. When they 

are afraid, give them courage; when afflicted, give them patience; 

when dejected, give them hope; and when alone, assure them of the 

support of your holy people. We ask this through Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen. 

SENDING 

BLESSING 

P: The love of God abound in you; the grace of our Savior Jesus 

Christ fill your hearts; and the life of the Spirit ☩ bless you and 

give you peace. 

C: Amen. 

SENDING MUSIC: “O Savior, Precious Savior”  ELW 820 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oAGeEZ6a94Q&list=RDoAG

eEZ6a94Q&start_radio=1 

Lyrics: 

1    O Savior, precious Savior, 

    whom yet unseen we love; 

    O name of might and favor, 

    all other names above: 

    we worship thee; we bless thee; 

    to thee alone we sing; 

    we praise thee and confess thee, 

    our holy Lord and King. 
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2    O bringer of salvation, 

    who wondrously hast wrought, 

    thyself the revelation 

    of love beyond our thought: 

    we worship thee; we bless thee; 

    to thee alone we sing; 

    we praise thee and confess thee, 

    our gracious Lord and King. 

3    In thee all fullness dwelleth, 

    all grace and pow'r divine; 

    the glory that excelleth, 

    O Son of God, is thine. 

    We worship thee; we bless thee; 

    to thee alone we sing; 

    we praise thee and confess thee, 

    our glorious Lord and King. 

4    Oh, grant the consummation 

    of this our song above, 

    in endless adoration 

    and everlasting love; 

    then shall we praise and bless thee 

    where perfect praises ring, 

    and evermore confess thee, 

    our Savior and our King! 

DISMISSAL 

P: Go in peace. Love! Proclaim! Serve!  

C: Thanks be to God. 

POSTLUDE 

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by 
permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #025369. New Revised Standard Version 

Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ 

in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

 

 

 



Prayer List 

Requested:  Jeanette (Davisson) Cain, Don Erickson, Jake Noggle, 

Karen Guyer, Ardell Fortune, Julie Albertson, Larry Kohls, Sarah 

Updegraff-Murray, Eric Clubb, Bill and Cindy Thias, Ben Phillips, 

Meca Loftsgard, Liam O’Malley, Tom Heyer, Carla Hanson, 

Keegan Klemp, Betty Helgerson. 

Assisted Living, Nursing Homes & Shut-Ins: Betty Erickson, 

Bud Siebrecht, Karen Follett, Judy Nelson, Madonna Stumme, 

Doris Guyer, Evelyn Tague. 

In the Military: Jeff Kleppe, Nathan Guyer, Kennedy White. 

Sunday, July 13, 2025     Attendance: 44 

Loose: $101.00        Noisy Can: $1,036.96 

Regular: $920.00 

Total General Fund: $2057.96 

   Roof Fund: $100.00 

 

                                                                                   .             

Mon. 7/21  6pm   Community Club Mtg. 

Wed. 7/23  10am   Stoney Brook Service 

   2-4pm   Senior Fun Day 

Sun. 7/27  9:30am  Worship Service 

      Holy Communion 

   10:30am  Fellowship 

      

 

Noisy Can Offering for 3rd Quarter (July, August, September) 

will be go toward the Roofing Project. 

 



 SOTH Back to School Drop-Off Event is July 1st- Aug. 4th 

at the SOTH office in St. Olaf. School Supply Donations can be 

dropped off Monday-Friday during office hours 9a-Noon & 1-4p. 

List of items for the backpacks is posted on the bulletin board and 

will be in the July Newsletter. Please send monetary donations to 

Shepherd of the Hill, PO Box 36,100 West Hill St., St. Olaf, IA, 

52072. IF you would like to receive a backpack(s), please contact 

the office as a referral is required. 

UPDATED INFORMATION:   SOTH Back to School 

Event: Backpacks (17 in or bigger/character), notebooks of paper 

(narrow and wide) and scientific calculators (TI 30x) are needed 

the most this year. In years past we handed out one scientific 

calculator per family if they had a high school student.  We are 

hoping we can get some $250 Thrivent cards that will help 

purchase these items.  If you have an opportunity to help, we 

would be grateful.  Thank you! 

Heather Hageman- Shepherd of the Hills 

 

 

 

 

 


