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INTRODUCTION

At the heart of our Advent preparation stands John the Baptist, who
calls us to repent and make a new beginning. As the darkness
increases we turn toward the approaching light of Christ. For

Christians he is the root of Jesse, the righteous judge who welcomes

all, especially the poor and meek of the earth. We wait with hope for

that day when the wolf will dwell with the lamb, and there will be no
more hurt or destruction. From the Lord’s table we are sent in the
spirit of John the Baptist to proclaim that in Christ the kingdom of
God has come near.

GATHERING

PRELUDE
GREETING

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS

WCLC MISSION STATEMENT: As children of God, called to
love God and one another, we proclaim the Word of God through
study, prayer, worship, and discipleship. We serve those in need
within our congregation, our community, and our world as an
expression of God’s love for us. LOVE, PROCLAIM, SERVE!

THE ADVENT WREATH:

R: One of the best-known customs for the season is the Advent
wreath. The wreath and winter candle-lighting, in the midst of
growing darkness, strengthens some of the Advent images found in
the Bible. The unbroken circle of greens is clearly an image of
everlasting life, a victory wreath, the crown of Christ, or the wheel
of time itself. Christians use the wreath as a sign that Christ
reaches into our time to lead us to the light of everlasting life. The
four candles mark the progress of the four weeks of Advent and the



growth of light. Sometimes the wreath is embellished with natural
dried flowers or fruit. Its evergreen branches lead the household
and the congregation to the evergreen Christmas tree. In many
homes, the family gathers for prayers around the wreath.

Blessed are you, God of hope, for you promise to bring forth a
shoot from a stump of Jesse who will bring justice to the poor, who
will deliver the needy and crush the oppressor, who will stand as a
signal of hope for all people.

HYMN: “Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah "ELW 240 v. 1-2

P: As we light these candles, turn our wills to bear the fruit of
repentance, transform our hearts to live in justice and harmony
with one another, and fix our eyes on the root of Jesse, Jesus
Christ, the hope of all nations. O people of hope, come,

C: let us rejoice in the faithfulness of the Lord. Amen.

GATHER HYMN: “Awake! Awake, and Greet the New Morn”
ELW 242

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, *+ one God, whose home is heaven
and earth, whose salvation is sure.
C: Amen.

P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one
another.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Long-expected God,

C: we confess that we look to ourselves for the peace and
security only you can provide. We reach for swords and spears,
reluctant to release our grip on the ways of war. We become
impatient while waiting and weary of keeping awake. Free us
from self-reliance, and teach us to live in harmony with our
neighbors. Increase our trust in God’s timing, and awaken us
to your advent among us, that we may abound in the hope you
have promised. Amen.

P: God judges us not as we deserve, but according to God’s own

righteousness. * You are freed and forgiven, saved by grace, and
ready to welcome the Savior. C: Amen.



KYRIE ELW pg. 120
CANTICLE OF PRAISE: “This is the feast...” ELW pg. 122

PRAYER OF THE DAY: Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to
prepare the way of your only Son. By his coming nurture our
growth as people of repentance and peace; through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

NOISY CAN OFFERING

SPECIAL MUSIC: Mikayla- “The Birds” by Eleanor Daley,text
by Hilare Belloc.

“When Jesus Christ was four years old,
The angels brought Him toys of gold,
Which no man ever had bought or sold.

And yet with these He would not play.

He made Him small fowl out of clay,

And blessed them till they flew away:

Tu creative Domine (You are creator, Lord)

Jesus Christ, Thou child so wise,
Bless mine hands and fill mine eyes,
And bring my soul to Paradise.”

MEAL
GREAT THANKSGIVING

P: The Lord be with you.

C: And also with you.

P: Lift up your hearts.

C: We lift them to the Lord.

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all
times and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and
merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. You comforted
your people with the promise of the Redeemer, through whom you



will also make all things new in the day when he comes to judge
the world in righteousness.

And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and
the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending
hymn:

HOLY. HOLY, HOLY ELW pg. 130

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

P: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took
bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples,
saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for
the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for
all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this
for the remembrance of me.

LORD’S PRAYER

P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.

Our Father,
who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

P: Here is life. God is with us. Come, receive what God has
promised.

COMMUNION: “Now the Heavens Start to Whisper” ACS 901




PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION: God our host, at this table
you have fed us with joy and gladness. Send us forth, eager to
share the feast, welcome the stranger, and bear good fruit in
the name of Jesus. Amen.

WORD
First Reading: Isaiah 11:1-10

! A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, and a branch
shall grow out of his roots. 2 The spirit of the LORD shall rest on
him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel
and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD. * His
delight shall be in the fear of the LORD.

He shall not judge by what his eyes see or decide by what his ears
hear, * but with righteousness he shall judge for the poor and decide
with equity for the oppressed of the earth; he shall strike the earth
with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips he shall
kill the wicked. ° Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist
and faithfulness the belt around his loins.

® The wolf shall live with the lamb; the leopard shall lie down with
the kid; the calf and the lion will feed together, and a little child
shall lead them. ” The cow and the bear shall graze; their young
shall lie down together; and the lion shall eat straw like the ox.

8 The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp, and the
weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s den. ° They will not
hurt or destroy on all my holy mountain, for the earth will be full
of the knowledge of the LORD as the waters cover the sea.

190n that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to the
peoples; the nations shall inquire of him, and his dwelling shall be
glorious.

R: The Word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God!

Psalm: 72:1-7, 18-19 (Responsively)

! Give the king your justice, O God,
and your righteousness to the king’s son;
% that he may rule your people righteously
and the poor with justice;



3 that the mountains may bring prosperity to the people,
and the hills, in righteousness.
“Let him defend the needy among the people,
rescue the poor, and crush the oppressor.
> May he live as long as the sun and moon endure,
from one generation to another.
®Let him come down like rain upon the mown field,
like showers that water the earth.
"In his time may the righteous flourish; and let there be an
abundance of peace till the moon shall be no more.
18 Blessed are you, LORD God, the God of Israel;
you alone do wondrous deeds!
19 And blessed be your glorious name forever, and may all the earth
be filled with your glory. Amen. Amen.

Second Reading: Romans 15:4-13

* Whatever was written in former days was written for our
instruction, so that by steadfastness and by the encouragement of
the scriptures we might have hope. * May the God of steadfastness
and encouragement grant you to live in harmony with one another,
in accordance with Christ Jesus, ° so that together you may with
one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.

"Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you,
for the glory of God. *For I tell you that Christ has become a
servant of the circumcised on behalf of the truth of God in order
that he might confirm the promises given to the ancestors ’ and that
the gentiles might glorify God for his mercy. As it is written,

“Therefore I will confess you among the gentiles and sing praises

2, |

to your name”; '’ and again he says, “Rejoice, O gentiles, with his
people”; ' and again, “Praise the Lord, all you gentiles, and let all
the peoples praise him”; '* and again Isaiah says, “The root of Jesse
shall come, the one who rises to rule the gentiles; in him the
gentiles shall hope.” '* May the God of hope fill you with all joy
and peace in believing, so that you may abound in hope by the

power of the Holy Spirit.
R: The Word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God!



Gospel Acclamation ELW pg. 124

Gospel: Matthew 3:1-12

P: The Holy Gospel according to Matthew.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.

!'In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of
Judea, proclaiming, 2 “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come
near.” 3 This is the one of whom the prophet Isaiah spoke when he
said, “The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the
way of the Lord; make his paths straight.”

4Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a leather belt
around his waist, and his food was locusts and wild honey. ° Then
Jerusalem and all Judea and all the region around the Jordan were
going out to him, ® and they were baptized by him in the River
Jordan, confessing their sins.

"But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming
for his baptism, he said to them, “You brood of vipers! Who
warned you to flee from the coming wrath? 8 Therefore, bear fruit
worthy of repentance, ° and do not presume to say to yourselves,
‘We have Abraham as our ancestor,’ for I tell you, God is able
from these stones to raise up children to Abraham. ° Even now the
ax is lying at the root of the trees; therefore every tree that does not
bear good fruit will be cut down and thrown into the fire.

'1“ baptize you with water for repentance, but the one who is
coming after me is more powerful than I, and I am not worthy to
carry his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and
fire. 1> His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his
threshing floor and will gather his wheat into the granary, but the
chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.”

P: The gospel of the Lord. C: Praise to you, O Christ.

CHILDREN’S SERMON Mark Erickson

**Sunday school youth and teachers are dismissed to class.**

SERMON Pastor Mike Erickson

HYMN OF THE DAY: “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus”
ELW 254




NICENE CREED
We believe in one God, the Father,
the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin
Mary and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius
Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living
and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and
glorified, who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of
sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
P: God of grace; C: hear our prayer.
WE SHARE GOD’S PEACE

P: The peace of Christ be with you always.
C: And also with you.
P: Let us offer each other a sign of peace.



OFFERING: “We are Waiting for Jesus” ACS 905

OFFERING PRAYER: Nourishing God, you are water in the
wilderness and streams in the desert. Through this meal, satisfy our
parched places, that we may rejoice and be for the world signs of

your kingdom come.
C: Amen.

SENDING
BLESSING

P: May God who comes among us, Father,  Son, and Holy Spirit,
grant you patience in waiting, peace in the darkness, and good
news to share today and always.

C: Amen.

SENDING MUSIC: “He Came Down” ELW 253
DISMISSAL

P: Go in peace. Love! Proclaim! Serve!
C: Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by
permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #025369. New Revised Standard Version
Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ
in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

Prayer List
Requested: Jeanette (Davisson) Cain, Don Erickson, Jake Noggle,

Ardell Fortune, Julie Albertson, Larry Kohls, Sarah Updegraft-
Murray, Eric Clubb, Bill and Cindy Thias, Ben Phillips, Meca
Loftsgard, Tom Heyer, Carla Hanson, Keegan Klemp, Betty
Helgerson, Joshua Butikofer, Arline Davisson, Dan Kime, Julie Nalty.

Assisted Living, Nursing Homes & Shut-Ins: Bud Siebrecht, Karen
Follett, Madonna Stumme, Doris Guyer, Evelyn Tague.

R

% Please keep the family and friends of Jeanette Wilker in your
thoughts & prayers. Jeanette passed away on Mon., Dec. 2",
Visitation for Jeanette is Mon., Dec. 15", from 9-11am with the
funeral service beginning @ 11am @ West Clermont.



Sunday, November 30, 2025 Attendance: 29

Regular: $150.00 Loose: $401.00
Total General Fund: $578.39 Noisy Can: $27.39
What'?
Happeni
S~
Wed. 12/10 10:30am Copper Creek Worship
2-4pm Senior Fun Day
Luther League Youth @ SOTH Christmas
Sun. 12/14 9:30am 3rd Sunday of Advent
Sunday School

10:30am Fellowship

What’s.
Happening

Sunday School youth.
=%7| Christmas Giving Tree. THANK YOU to all who contributed.

e NO QUILTING. Quilters will resume on Tues., January 6™.

&

£2 Hat & Mitten Tree is up. Collection of hats, gloves, mittens,
scarfs and socks will go through the Christmas season to be donated
to an area charity.

'SOTH Toy Drive is currently collecting new toys, gifts, or gift
cards thru Dec. 10™. Monetary donations may be made & SOTH staff
will purchase gifts. The WCLC Luther League Youth will be
helping at this event. The collection box for new toys is sitting outside
the office. There is a greater need this year for gifts for 14yrs-18yrs.

The church is in need of gently used replacements for the
changing table and toy chest in the children’s playroom downstairs. If
you have or know of anyone who might want to donate these items,
please contact the church office. Thank you!

‘:if SOTH Christmas for Kids is Dec. 17" 1& 18" @ St. Olaf
Auditorium. If your family would like to receive gifts, a referral is
needed. Please contact our church office for a referral. For questions,
call the SOTH office @ 563-783-2409. They are in need of volunteers
for both events. Call same number to help.



M
“A HANDELS

UENEE 84" Annual Handel’s Messiah will be Sunday, December
14" @ 7pm @ the United Methodist Church in West Union.

Aot B Vsgpery Annual Vesper Service is TODAY @ 4:30pm at

the Union Sunday School.

"““””“ Cookies & Candy Extravaganza @ the Elgin Public
Library is Sat., December 13" from 9-11:30am. Fill a box you’re your
favorites for $8/ Ib. Proceeds go toward new material for the library.

k)
f;,, . Annual Live Nativity @ St. Peter Lutheran in Eldorado is
Sunday, December 14™ from 5-7pm.

@ Children’s Christmas Program is Sunday, December 21,
2025 @ 9:30am. Come celebrate the joy of the season! Refreshments
following the program.

nes . Christmas Eve Candlelight Service is Wed., Dec. 24" @
6:30pm. No Christmas Day Service.

o,

nx =1 “Hymn Sing” Service on Sunday, December 28", Come sing
along to some favorite hymns.

Community Christmas Day Meal is @ St. John Lutheran
Church in Farmersburg on Thurs., Dec. 25" from 11am-1pm.
Serving: ham, mashed potatoes & gravy, corn, stuffing, roll, &
dessert. Freewill Offering. Carry outs available. ALL ARE WELCOME!

! Poinsettias may be brought to church at any time. Please let the
office know whose memory you are honoring, so it can be listed in

the Christmas Eve bulletin.
Womeﬂmm

ELCA <2 Thankoffering. If you still need to submit your Thankoffering,
please let Deb Guyer know this week.

Bishop Curry’s Christmas Message. Here is the link!
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NiM3tHLKMr4



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NiM3tHLKMr4

