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8t Sunday after Pentecost
August 3, 2025
INTRODUCTION

Today'’s texts offer instruction and encouragement for all who are
occasionally overwhelmed by the “unhappy business” of life. Jesus
urges us to take care and be on guard against all kinds of greed. We

who have died with Christ in holy baptism have also been raised with
him and are encouraged to elevate our thinking, seeking the “things
that are above.” To that end we seek the sustenance of the Lord’s
supper and the encouragement of God’s word.

GATHERING

PRELUDE: "It Is Well” by Caleb and Kelsey CCLI #6472816
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VaxxtIxXKF0

GREETING

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS

WCLC MISSION STATEMENT: A4s children of God, called
to love God and one another, we proclaim the Word of God
through study, prayer, worship, and discipleship. We serve
those in need within our congregation, our community, and

our world as an expression of God’s love for us. LOVE,
PROCLAIM, SERVE!

GATHER HYMN: “Lord Take My Hand and Lead Me” ELW 767
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4E7xOYmVmBO0

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

P: In the name of the Father, and of the * Son, and of the Holy
Spirit.
C: Amen.
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P: Baptized into Christ, let us confess our sin.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Merciful God,

C: you free us to love others, but we neglect our neighbors
and follow our own way. You lead us by the Spirit of joy and
peace, but we turn away from the abundant life you offer.
You surround us with patience, kindness, and generosity,
but we grow weary in doing what is right. In your mercy,
forgive us. Do not give up on us. Heal us, break our bonds,
and show us the path of life. Amen.

P: You belong to Christ Jesus and you are God’s children

through faith. In the cross of & Christ, and through the power of
the Holy Spirit, your sins are forgiven. Clothed with Christ, you
are a new creation.

C: Amen.

KYRIE (Spoken)

P: In peace, let us pray to the Lord.

C: Lord, have mercy.

P: For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to
the Lord.

C: Lord, have mercy.

P: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the
Church of God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
C: Lord, have mercy.

P: For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship
and praise, let us pray to the Lord.

C: Lord, have mercy.

P: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.

C: Amen, amen.

PRAYER OF THE DAY: Benevolent God, you are the
source, the guide, and the goal of our lives. Teach us to love
what is worth loving, to reject what is offensive to you, and
to treasure what is precious in your sight, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.




NOISY CAN OFFERING

SPECIAL MUSIC: “Praise” by Seph Schlueter
CCLI #721307 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OHUNyOV X4rk

WORD
First Reading: Ecclesiastes 1:2, 12-14; 2:18-23

2 Vanity of vanities, says the Teacher,
vanity of vanities! All is vanity.

121, the Teacher, was king over Israel in Jerusalem. 1* I
applied my mind to seek and to search out by wisdom all that is
done under heaven,; it is an unhappy business that God has given
to humans to be busy with. 41 saw all the deeds that are done
under the sun, and see, all is vanity and a chasing after wind.

2131 hated all my toil in which I had toiled under the sun,
seeing that I must leave it to my successor, * and who knows
whether he will be wise or foolish? Yet he will be master of all
for which I toiled and used my wisdom under the sun. This also
is vanity. 2° So I turned and gave my heart up to despair
concerning all the toil of my labors under the sun, 2! because
sometimes one who has toiled with wisdom and knowledge and
skill must leave all to be enjoyed by another who did not toil for
it. This also is vanity and a great evil. 2 What do mortals get
from all the toil and strain with which they toil under the
sun? 2* For all their days are full of pain, and their work is a
vexation; even at night their minds do not rest. This also is
vanity.

R: The Word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God!

Psalm: 49:1-12 (Responsively)

! Hear this, all you peoples;
give ear, all you who dwell in the world,
2you of high degree and low, rich and poor together.
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3 My mouth shall speak of wisdom,
and my heart shall meditate on understanding.
1 will incline my ear to a proverb
and set forth my riddle upon the harp.
>Why should I be afraid in evil days,
when the wickedness of those at my heels surrounds me,

% the wickedness of those who put their trust in their own
prowess, and boast of their great riches?

7 One can never redeem another,

or give to God the ransom for another’s life;
8 for the ransom of a life is so great
that there would never be enough to pay it,

?in order to live forever and ever and never see the grave.

19For we see that the wise die also; like the dull and stupid
they perish and leave their wealth to those who
come after them.

" Their graves shall be their homes forever, their dwelling
places from generation to generation, though they had
named lands after themselves.

12 Even though honored, they cannot live forever;

they are like the beasts that perish.

Second Reading: Colossians 3:1-11

'So if you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are
above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. 2 Set
your minds on the things that are above, not on the things that
are on earth, 3 for you have died, and your life is hidden with
Christ in God. * When Christ who is your life is revealed, then
you also will be revealed with him in glory.

3 Put to death, therefore, whatever in you is earthly: sexual
immorality, impurity, passion, evil desire, and greed (which is
idolatry). ¢ On account of these the wrath of God is coming on
those who are disobedient. ’ These are the ways you also once



followed, when you were living that life. ® But now you must get
rid of all such things: anger, wrath, malice, slander, and abusive
language from your mouth. ® Do not lie to one another, seeing
that you have stripped off the old self with its practices '° and
have clothed yourselves with the new self, which is being
renewed in knowledge according to the image of its creator. ' In
that renewal there is no longer Greek and Jew, circumcised and
uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, enslaved and free, but
Christ is all and in all!

R: The Word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God!

Gospel Acclamation

P: Alleluia.

C: Alleluia.

P: Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of
heaven. Alleluia. (Matt. 5:3)

C: Alleluia.

Gospel: Luke 12:13-21

P: The Holy Gospel according to Luke.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.

13 Someone in the crowd said to [Jesus,] “Teacher, tell my
brother to divide the family inheritance with me.” ' But he said
to him, “Friend, who set me to be a judge or arbitrator over
you?” 1> And he said to them, “Take care! Be on your guard
against all kinds of greed, for one’s life does not consist in the
abundance of possessions.” !® Then he told them a parable: “The
land of a rich man produced abundantly. '” And he thought to
himself, ‘What should I do, for I have no place to store my
crops?’ '8 Then he said, ‘I will do this: I will pull down my barns
and build larger ones, and there I will store all my grain and my
goods. ' And I will say to my soul, Soul, you have ample goods
laid up for many years; relax, eat, drink, be merry.” 2° But God
said to him, “You fool! This very night your life is being
demanded of you. And the things you have prepared, whose will



they be?” 2! So it is with those who store up treasures for
themselves but are not rich toward God.”

P: The gospel of the Lord. C: Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON Pastor Mike Erickson

HYMN OF THE DAY: “What a Fellowship, What A Joy Divine”
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V8PyD4kV5KI ELW 774

NICENE CREED

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God, begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation he came down from
heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the
virgin Mary and became truly human.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius
Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.

On the third day he rose again

in accordance with the scriptures;

he ascended into heaven

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory to judge the living
and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit,

the Lord, the giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,

who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and
glorified, who has spoken through the prophets.
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We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of
sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the
life of the world to come. Amen.

INTERCESSIONS

P: God of grace, C: hear our prayer.

WE SHARE GOD’S PEACE

P: The peace of Christ be with you always.
C: And also with you.
P: Let us offer each other a sign of peace.

OFFERING

OFFERING PRAYER:

P: Creator God, in your wisdom you bring forth all that is good
and the harvest is plentiful. Strengthen us at your table with
these gifts of the earth and our labor, that we may work for the
good of all; through Jesus Christ, our Savior.

C: Amen.

MEAL
GREAT THANKSGIVING

P: The Lord be with you.

C: And also with you.

P: Lift up your hearts.

C: We lift them to the Lord.

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all
times and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty
and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this



day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious
resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.

And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth
and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their
unending hymn:

HOLY., HOLY. HOLY

Holy, holy, holy Lord,

God of power and might,

heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest. Hosanna in the highest.

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

P: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took
bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples,
saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for
the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for
all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this
for the remembrance of me.

LORD’S PRAYER

P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.

Our Father,

who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come, thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.




INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P: The kingdom of God is set before you. Eat and rejoice.

COMMUNION

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION: Mothering God, you
gathered us to your table and we drank deeply of your grace.
Send us out by your Spirit to love our neighbors as ourselves
and proclaim your love in Jesus’ name. Amen.

SENDING

BLESSING

P: The love of God abound in you; the grace of our Savior Jesus
Christ fill your hearts; and the life of the Spirit * bless you and
give you peace.

C: Amen.

SENDING MUSIC: “In Christ There Is No East or West”
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=agkihl5gt-& ELW 650

DISMISSAL
P: Go in peace. Love! Proclaim! Serve!
C: Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by
permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #025369. New Revised Standard Version
Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ
in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

Prayer List

Requested: Jeanette (Davisson) Cain, Don Erickson, Jake Noggle,
Karen Guyer, Ardell Fortune, Julie Albertson, Larry Kohls, Sarah
Updegraff-Murray, Eric Clubb, Bill and Cindy Thias, Ben Phillips,
Meca Loftsgard, Liam O’Malley, Tom Heyer, Carla Hanson,
Keegan Klemp, Betty Helgerson, Joshua Butikofer.

Assisted Living, Nursing Homes & Shut-Ins: Betty Erickson,
Bud Siebrecht, Karen Follett, Madonna Stumme, Doris Guyer,
Evelyn Tague.
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In the Military: Jeff Kleppe, Nathan Guyer, Kennedy White.

% Please keep the family and friends of Judy Nelson in your
thoughts & prayers. Judy passed away on Tues., July 22", Her
visitation is Fri., Aug. 22™ @ church from 6-8pm. Her funeral
service is Sat., Aug. 23" @ 10am w/visitation 1 hr. prior to the
service.

Sunday, July 27, 2025 Attendance: 43
Loose: $101.00 Noisy Can: $55.58
Regular: $555.00

Total General Fund: $711.58

What?
Happeni
S
Wed. 8/6 Ipm WELCA Mtg.
5:30pm Council Mtg.
Sat. 8/9 thru Thurs. 8/14 Pr. Mike Vacation
Sun. 8/10 9:30am Worship Service @ church
Supply Pr. Coffin
10:30am Fellowship

E‘Z"Noisy Can Offering for 3™ Quarter (July, August, September)
will be go toward the Roofing Project.

@2 SOTH Back to School Event is Aug. 6" from 9am-5pm

G Senior Game Day is on Aug. 13™ & 27™, from 2-4pm.
Come ]OiIlS us for games, snacks, and fun! All are welcome!

-.-vtr-m.@?'- Sunday School/Parish Ed. is looking for a couple of
Thrlvent Cards for Operation Christmas Child. Please contact the
office or a Parish Council Member if you can help out.



~ Please join us for fellowship after service today to help
celebrate Roger Berg’s birthday (8/1) and Roger & Carol’s 60"
wedding anniversary (8/15)!

%St. Paul Lutheran Church in Garnaville invites you to
“Back to School Q Fundraiser” on Saturday, August 16, 2025,
5PM-8PM. A Free will offering will be taken and all proceeds will
go to Shepherd of the Hills to purchase school supplies. Come
and enjoy mouthwatering smoked meats and famous “Fair Stand
Pickles!” Enjoy your meal inside or outside (picnic table will be
available) There will be a watermelon seed spitting contest for kids
and adults, and other games.

Union Sunday School Musical Performance is featuring
Sally Boie & Friends is Sunday, Aug. 24" @ 2pm at the school.

CHANGE UP on the Change Up Worship The “Change Up”
Service has been changed to the 4" Sunday (8/24) so we can be in
the church. Want to know what it’s about. You will have to attend
to find out!

It is with great joy that we invite you to honor the 125" Anniversary
of the Highland Lutheran Church. Join us for a celebratory service,
free will dinner, special music, historical information and more.

125™ Anniversary Celebration
Sunday, September 7%, 2025
10:30am-3pm
Highland Lutheran Church
13724 225" St.
Elkader, IA 52043

To RSVP, or for more information, email
Sandral.arson100@gmail.com or call 734-634-3623.
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