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12t Sunday after Pentecost
August 31, 2025
INTRODUCTION

Invited and inviting—that is the nature of the church. By God’s grace
in holy baptism we have a place at Christ’s banquet table. When, by
the power of that same Spirit, humility and mutual love continue
among us, the church can be more inviting still.

GATHERING

PRELUDE: “How Good It Is” by Chris Tomlin CCLI #7238417
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a_H4bNsmQvc

GREETING

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS

WCLC MISSION STATEMENT:

As children of God, called to love God and one another, we
proclaim the Word of God through study, prayer, worship, and
discipleship. We serve those in need within our congregation,
our community, and our world as an expression of God’s love for
us. LOVE, PROCLAIM, SERVE!

GATHER HYMN: “Gather Us In”’ ELW 532
CCLI #2893846 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nkX-0qiw9ZI

1 Here in this place the new light is streaming,
now is the darkness vanished away;
see in this space our fears and our dreamings
brought here to you in the light of this day.
Gather us in, the lost and forsaken,
gather us in, the blind and the lame;
call to us now, and we shall awaken,
we shall arise at the sound of our name.
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2  We are the young, our lives are a myst'ry,
we are the old who yearn for your face;
we have been sung throughout all of hist'ry,
called to be light to the whole human race.
Gather us in, the rich and the haughty,
gather us in, the proud and the strong;
give us a heart, so meek and so lowly,
give us the courage to enter the song.

3 Here we will take the wine and the water,
here we will take the bread of new birth,
here you shall call your sons and your daughters,
call us anew to be salt for the earth.
Give us to drink the wine of compassion,
give us to eat the bread that is you;
nourish us well, and teach us to fashion
lives that are holy and hearts that are true.

4 Not in the dark of buildings confining,
not in some heaven, light years away—
here in this place the new light is shining,
now is the kingdom, and now is the day.
Gather us in and hold us forever,
gather us in and make us your own;
gather us in, all peoples together,
fire of love in our flesh and our bone.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

P: In the name of the Father, and of the *+ Son, and of the Holy
Spirit.

C: Amen.

P: Baptized into Christ, let us confess our sin.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Merciful God,

C: you free us to love others, but we neglect our neighbors and
follow our own way. You lead us by the Spirit of joy and peace,
but we turn away from the abundant life you offer. You
surround us with patience, kindness, and generosity, but we




grow weary in doing what is right. In your mercy, forgive us.
Do not give up on us. Heal us, break our bonds, and show us
the path of life. Amen.

P: You belong to Christ Jesus and you are God’s children through

faith. In the cross of * Christ, and through the power of the Holy
Spirit, your sins are forgiven. Clothed with Christ, you are a new

creation.
C: Amen.

KYRIE (Spoken)

P: In peace, let us pray to the Lord.

C: Lord, have mercy.

P: For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to
the Lord.

C: Lord, have mercy.

P: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the
Church of God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
C: Lord, have mercy.

P: For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and
praise, let us pray to the Lord.

C: Lord, have mercy.

P: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.

C: Amen, amen.

PRAYER OF THE DAY: O God, you resist those who are
proud and give grace to those who are humble. Give us the
humility of your Son, that we may embody the generosity of
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

SPECIAL MUSIC: “Sing (Like You've Already Won)” Mercy Me
CCLI #7262091 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SQOQR_9QI1B_g

WORD
First Reading: Proverbs 25:6-7a

Do not put yourself forward in the king’s presence or stand in the
place of the great,” for it is better to be told, “Come up here,” than
to be put lower in the presence of a noble.

R: The Word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God!
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Psalm: 112 (Responsively)

! Hallelujah! Happy are they who fear the LORD
and have great delight in God’s commandments!
2 Their descendants will be mighty in the land;
the generation of the upright will be blessed.
3 Wealth and riches will be in their house,
and their righteousness will last forever.
4 Light shines in the darkness for the upright;
the righteous are merciful and full of compassion.
31t is good for them to be generous in lending
and to manage their affairs with justice.
®For they will never be shaken; the righteous will be kept in
everlasting remembrance.
"They will not be afraid of any evil rumors;
their heart is steadfast, trusting in the LORD.
8 Their heart is established and will not shrink,
until they see their desire upon their enemies.
? They have given freely to the poor, and their righteousness
stands fast forever; they will hold up their head with honor.
19The wicked will see it and be angry; they will gnash their
teeth and pine away; the desires of the wicked will
perish.

Second Reading: Hebrews 13:1-8, 15-16

! Let mutual affection continue. > Do not neglect to show
hospitality to strangers, for by doing that some have entertained
angels without knowing it. > Remember those who are in prison, as
though you were in prison with them, those who are being tortured,
as though you yourselves were being tortured. 4 Let marriage be
held in honor by all, and let the marriage bed be kept undefiled, for
God will judge the sexually immoral and adulterers. °> Keep your
lives free from the love of money, and be content with what you
have, for he himself has said, “I will never leave you or forsake
you.” ¢ So we can say with confidence,



“The Lord is my helper;
I will not be afraid.
What can anyone do to me?”’

"Remember your leaders, those who spoke the word of God to
you; consider the outcome of their way of life, and imitate their
faith. ® Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and
forever. '° Through him, then, let us continually offer a sacrifice of
praise to God, that is, the fruit of lips that confess his name. ' Do
not neglect to do good and to share what you have, for such
sacrifices are pleasing to God.

R: The Word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God!

Gospel Acclamation

P: Alleluia.

C: Alleluia.

P: Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am gentle and
humble in heart. Alleluia. (Matt. 11:29)

C: Alleluia.

Gospel: Luke 14:1, 7-14

P: The Holy Gospel according to Luke. C: Glory to you, O Lord.

'On one occasion when Jesus was going to the house of a leader of
the Pharisees to eat a meal on the Sabbath, they were watching him
closely.

"When he noticed how the guests chose the places of honor, he
told them a parable. ® “When you are invited by someone to a
wedding banquet, do not sit down at the place of honor, in case
someone more distinguished than you has been invited by your
host, ° and the host who invited both of you may come and say to
you, ‘Give this person your place,” and then in disgrace you would
start to take the lowest place. '° But when you are invited, go and
sit down at the lowest place, so that when your host comes, he may
say to you, ‘Friend, move up higher’; then you will be honored in
the presence of all who sit at the table with you. ' For all who exalt
themselves will be humbled, and those who humble themselves
will be exalted.”



12He said also to the one who had invited him, “When you give
a luncheon or a dinner, do not invite your friends or your brothers
and sisters or your relatives or rich neighbors, in case they may
invite you in return, and you would be repaid. '3 But when you give
a banquet, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, and the
blind. '* And you will be blessed because they cannot repay you,
for you will be repaid at the resurrection of the righteous.”

P: The gospel of the Lord. C: Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON Pastor Mike Erickson

HYMN OF THE DAY: "Jesus Loves Me"” CCLI #4862600
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LONkzLLNPmA

Jesus loves me! This I know,
For the Bible tells me so;

Little ones to Him belong;

They are weak, but He is strong.

Refrain:

Yes, Jesus loves me!
Yes, Jesus loves me!
Yes, Jesus loves me!
The Bible tells me so.

Jesus loves me! He who died
Heaven’s gate to open wide;
He will wash away my sin,
Let His little child come in.
Refrain

Jesus loves me! He will stay
Close beside me all the way;
He’s prepared a home for me
And someday His face I’ll see
Refrain


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=L0NkzLLNPmA

APOSTLE’S CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit

and born of the Virgin Mary.

He suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried.

He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic Church,

the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
P: Hear us, O God. C: Your mercy is great.

WE SHARE GOD’S PEACE

P: The peace of Christ be with you always.
C: And also with you.
P: Let us offer each other a sign of peace.

LORD’S PRAYER

P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.

Our Father,
who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;




and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

SENDING
BLESSING

P: The love of God abound in you; the grace of our Savior Jesus

Christ fill your hearts; and the life of the Spirit - bless you and
give you peace.
C: Amen.

SENDING MUSIC: “Blessed Be Your Name” by Matt Redman
CCLI #3798438https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Rw4H5t3TwHM

Lyrics:

Blessed Be Your Name

In the land that is plentiful

Where Your streams of abundance flow
Blessed be Your name

Blessed Be Your name

When I'm found in the desert place
Though I walk through the wilderness
Blessed Be Your name

Every blessing You pour out, I'll
Turn back to praise

When the darkness closes in, Lord
Still I will say

Blessed be the name of the Lord
Blessed be Your name

Blessed be the name of the Lord
Blessed be Your glorious name

Blessed be Your name

When the sun's shining down on me
When the world's 'all as it should be'
Blessed be Your name


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Rw4H5t3TwHM

Blessed be Your name
On the road marked with suffering
Though there's pain in the offering
Blessed be Your name

Every blessing You pour out I'll
Turn back to praise

When the darkness closes in, Lord
Still I'll say

Blessed be the name of the Lord

Blessed be Your name

Blessed be the name of the Lord
Blessed be Your glorious name
Blessed be the name of the Lord
Blessed be Your name

Blessed be the name of the Lord
Blessed be Your glorious name

You give and take away
You give and take away
My heart will choose to say
Lord blessed be Your name

You give and take away
You give and take away
My heart will choose to say
Lord blessed be Your name

Blessed be the name of the Lord
Blessed be Your name

Blessed be the name of the Lord
Blessed be Your glorious name
Blessed be the name of the Lord
Blessed be Your name

Blessed be the name of the Lord
Blessed be Your glorious name

DISMISSAL

P: Go in peace. Love! Proclaim! Serve!
C: Thanks be to God.



POSTLUDE
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Prayer List

Requested: Jeanette (Davisson) Cain, Don Erickson, Jake Noggle,
Karen Guyer, Ardell Fortune, Julie Albertson, Larry Kohls, Sarah
Updegraff-Murray, Eric Clubb, Bill and Cindy Thias, Ben Phillips,
Meca Loftsgard, Tom Heyer, Carla Hanson, Keegan Klemp, Betty
Helgerson, Joshua Butikofer, Arline Davisson.

Assisted Living, Nursing Homes & Shut-Ins: Bud Siebrecht,
Karen Follett, Madonna Stumme, Doris Guyer, Evelyn Tague.

In the Military: Jeff Kleppe, Nathan Guyer, Kennedy White.
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¥ Please keep the family and friends of Vic Patterson in your
thoughts and prayers. Vic passed away on Monday, August 18,

Services for Vic were held on Monday, August 25.

N
% Please keep the family and friends of Betty Erickson in your
thoughts & prayers. Betty passed away on Tuesday, August 19,

Sunday., August 24, 2025 Attendance: 51
Loose: $131.00 Noisy Can: $147.22
Regular: $1,385.00 Copies: $3.50

Total General Fund: $1,666.72
Solar Fund: $10.00 IMO Judy Nelson

What'$
Happeni
S
Mon. 9/1 Labor Day  Office Closed
Wed. 9/3 2:30pm Confirmation
5:30pm Council Mtg.
Sun. 9/7 9:30am Worship Service

Holy Communion
10:30am Fellowship



%Noisy Can Offering for 3™ Quarter (July, August, September)
will be go toward the Roofing Project.

V
LA Sunday School/Parish Ed. is looking for a couple of
Thrivent Cards for Operation Christmas Child. Please contact the
office or a Parish Education Member if you can help out.
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wCONFIRMATION CLASS will begin this Wednesday,
September 3", right after school (2:30ish) until 3:30pm.
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Sunday, September 14t

e Backpack Blessing (please bring your backpack to worship)
e WCLC 3" Graders will receive their Bibles
e Sunday School Teacher Installation
e Student Blessing
e Plus More......

T Shirts!
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BAGS!
ORDER HERE:
OCTOBER 11TH

#Registration opens at 8 AM
+Ride begins 10 AM from St. John's
Farmersburg
#%$40.00 per vehicle
+Meal starts serving at noon
(freewill offering)
+#Bags starts at 1:30 PM
+Games, Music and Fun!

Y4 . +Proceeds go to Heather Hageman
Qlllltlllg beglnS Shepherd of the Hills Director
#Questions? 563.258.2936 or

Tuesday, September 9th. pastorjeremywolfe@gmail.com




