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10t Sunday after Pentecost
August 17, 2025
INTRODUCTION

The word of God is a refining fire. Jesus is the great divide in human
history. He invites our undivided attention and devotion. Today in
worship we are surrounded by a great “cloud of witnesses.” In the

word and in holy communion we are invited yet again to look to
Jesus, “the pioneer and perfecter of our faith.”

GATHERING

PRELUDE: “Joy Of The Lord by Rend Collective
CCLI #7047091https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=x3gl.eCiMJql

GREETING

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS

WCLC MISSION STATEMENT:

As children of God, called to love God and one another, we
proclaim the Word of God through study, prayer, worship, and
discipleship. We serve those in need within our congregation,
our community, and our world as an expression of God’s love for
us. LOVE, PROCLAIM, SERVE!

GATHER HYMN: “How Firm A Foundation” ELW 796
CCLI #107816https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e4UgTLTW-zM

1 How firm a foundation, O saints of the Lord,
is laid for your faith in Christ Jesus, the Word!
What more can he say than to you he has said
who unto the Savior for refuge have fled?

2 "Fear not, I am with you, oh, be not dismayed,
for I am your God and will still give you aid;
I'll strengthen you, help you, and cause you to stand,
upheld by my righteous, omnipotent hand."
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3 "When through fiery trials your pathway shall lie,
my grace, all-sufficient, shall be your supply.
The flames shall not hurt you; I only design
your dross to consume and your gold to refine."

4 "Throughout all their lifetime my people shall prove
my sov'reign, eternal, unchangeable love;
and then, when gray hairs shall their temples adorn,
like lambs they shall still in my bosom be borne."

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

P: In the name of the Father, and of the  Son, and of the Holy
Spirit.

C: Amen.

P: Baptized into Christ, let us confess our sin.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Merciful God,

C: you free us to love others, but we neglect our neighbors and
follow our own way. You lead us by the Spirit of joy and peace,
but we turn away from the abundant life you offer. You
surround us with patience, kindness, and generosity, but we
grow weary in doing what is right. In your mercy, forgive us.
Do not give up on us. Heal us, break our bonds, and show us
the path of life. Amen.

P: You belong to Christ Jesus and you are God’s children through
faith. In the cross of = Christ, and through the power of the Holy
Spirit, your sins are forgiven. Clothed with Christ, you are a new
creation.

C: Amen.

KYRIE (Spoken)

P: In peace, let us pray to the Lord.

C: Lord, have mercy.

P: For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to
the Lord.

C: Lord, have mercy.



P: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the
Church of God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.

C: Lord, have mercy.

P: For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and
praise, let us pray to the Lord.

C: Lord, have mercy.

P: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.

C: Amen, amen.

PRAYER OF THE DAY: O God, judge eternal, you love
justice and hate oppression, and you call us to share your zeal
for truth. Give us courage to take our stand with all victims of
bloodshed and greed, and, following your servants and
prophets, to look to the pioneer and perfecter of our faith, your
Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

SPECIAL MUSIC: “Jesus Loves” by Zach Williams
CCLI #7253025 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2s17¢jP2VNg

WORD
First Reading: Jeremiah 23:23-29

23 Am I a God near by, says the LORD, and not a God far

off? 2 Who can hide in secret places so that I cannot see them?
says the LORD. Do I not fill heaven and earth? says the LORD. >
have heard what the prophets have said who prophesy lies in my
name, saying, “I have dreamed! I have dreamed!” 2 How long?
Will the hearts of the prophets ever turn back—those who
prophesy lies and who prophesy the deceit of their own

heart? >’ They plan to make my people forget my name by their
dreams that they tell one another, just as their ancestors forgot my
name for Baal. *® Let the prophet who has a dream tell the dream,
but let the one who has my word speak my word faithfully. What
has straw in common with wheat? says the LORD. * Is not my word
like fire, says the LORD, and like a hammer that breaks a rock in
pieces?

R: The Word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God!
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Psalm: 82 (Responsively)

' God stands to charge the divine council assembled,
giving judgment in the midst of the gods:
2“How long will you judge unjustly, and show favor to the
wicked?
3 Save the weak and the orphan; defend the humble and needy;
“rescue the weak and the poor; deliver them from the power of
the wicked.
> They do not know, neither do they understand; they wander about
in darkness; all the foundations of the earth are shaken.
®Now I say to you, ‘You are gods, and all of you children of the
Most High;
"nevertheless, you shall die like mortals, and fall like any prince.””
¥ Arise, O God, and rule the earth, for you shall take all
nations for your own.

Second Reading: Hebrews 11:29—12:2

2% By faith the people passed through the Red Sea as if it were dry
land, but when the Egyptians attempted to do so they were
drowned. *° By faith the walls of Jericho fell after they had been
encircled for seven days. *' By faith Rahab the prostitute did not
perish with those who were disobedient, because she had received
the spies in peace.

32 And what more should I say? For time would fail me to tell of
Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, of David and Samuel and the
prophets, ** who through faith conquered kingdoms, administered
justice, obtained promises, shut the mouths of lions, ** quenched
the power of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, were made strong
out of weakness, became mighty in war, put foreign armies to
flight. *> Women received their dead by resurrection. Others were
tortured, refusing to accept release, in order to obtain a better
resurrection. *® Others suffered mocking and flogging and even
chains and imprisonment. >’ They were stoned to death; they were
sawn in two; they were killed by the sword; they went about in
skins of sheep and goats, destitute, persecuted, tormented ** of



whom the world was not worthy. They wandered in deserts and
mountains and in caves and holes in the ground.

39 Yet all these, though they were commended for their faith, did
not receive what was promised, *’ since God had provided
something better so that they would not, apart from us, be made
perfect.

12:1 Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of
witnesses, let us also lay aside every weight and the sin that clings
so closely, and let us run with perseverance the race that is set
before us, 2 looking to Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of faith, who
for the sake of the joy that was set before him endured the cross,
disregarding its shame, and has taken his seat at the right hand of
the throne of God.

R: The Word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God!

Gospel Acclamation

P: Alleluia.

C: Alleluia.

P: My sheep hear my voice. I know them, and they follow
me. Alleluia. (John 10:27)

C: Alleluia.

Gospel: Luke 12:49-56

P: The Holy Gospel according to Luke. C: Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus said:] * “I have come to cast fire upon the earth, and how I
wish it were already ablaze! °°T have a baptism with which to be
baptized, and what constraint [ am under until it is
completed! °! Do you think that I have come to bring peace to the
earth? No, I tell you, but rather division! 3 From now on five in
one household will be divided, three against two and two against
three; 3 they will be divided:
father against son
and son against father,
mother against daughter
and daughter against mother,
mother-in-law against her daughter-in-law
and daughter-in-law against mother-in-law.”



>4 He also said to the crowds, “When you see a cloud rising in
the west, you immediately say, ‘It is going to rain,” and so it
happens. > And when you see the south wind blowing, you say,
“There will be scorching heat,” and it happens. > You hypocrites!
You know how to interpret the appearance of earth and sky, but
why do you not know how to interpret the present time?”

P: The gospel of the Lord. C: Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON Pastor Mike Erickson

HYMN OF THE DAY: “Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound”
CCLI Song # 22025 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=219rU2P7F _Q
ELW 779

1 Amazing grace! how sweet the sound
that saved a wretch like me!
I once was lost, but now am found;
was blind, but now I see.

2 '"Twas grace that taught my heart to fear,
and grace my fears relieved;
how precious did that grace appear
the hour I first believed!

3 Through many dangers, toils, and snares
I have already come;
'tis grace has brought me safe thus far,
and grace will lead me home.

4 The Lord has promised good to me;
his word my hope secures;
he will my shield and portion be
as long as life endures.

5 When we've been there ten thousand years,
bright shining as the sun,
we've no less days to sing God's praise
than when we'd first begun.


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=219rU2P7F_Q

WE SHARE GOD’S PEACE

P: The peace of Christ be with you always.
C: And also with you.
P: Let us offer each other a sign of peace.

LORD’S PRAYER

P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.

Our Father,
who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

HEALING

P: The order for healing is an expression in worship of the church’s
ministry of healing. Here all who sense the need for God’s healing
in any aspect of their lives may join in prayer for others and
themselves. Here each person may come to receive a word of
blessing and prayer. Here each one may also receive a physical
gesture of healing; the laying on of hands, which may be
accompanied by anointing with oil. These signs, first given in
baptism, tell us again that we are sealed by the Holy Spirit and
marked forever with the cross of Christ, who is health and
salvation for the whole world.

In its ministry of healing, the church does not replace the gifts of
God that come through the scientific community nor does it
promise a cure. Rather, the church offers and celebrates gifts such
as these. God’s presence with strength and comfort in time of
suffering, God’s promise of wholeness and peace, and God’s love
embodied in the community of faith.



INTRODUCTION

Our Lord Jesus healed many as a sign of the reign of God come
near and sent the disciples to continue this work of healing—with
prayer, the laying on of hands, and anointing. In the name of
Christ, the great healer and reconciler of the world, we now entrust
to God all who are in need of healing.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
P: In your great mercy, C: hear us, O God.

LAYING ON OF HANDS

P: Sisters and brothers, I invite you to come and receive a sign of
healing and wholeness in the name of the triune God.
Those receiving the laying on of hands approach & kneel or stand.

Please respond: Amen. (following your blessing)
P: Let us pray.

Living God, through the laying on of hands and anointing, grant
comfort in suffering to all who are in need of healing. When they
are afraid, give them courage; when afflicted, give them patience;
when dejected, give them hope; and when alone, assure them of the
support of your holy people. We ask this through Christ our Lord.
C: Amen.

SENDING

BLESSING

P: The love of God abound in you; the grace of our Savior Jesus
Christ fill your hearts; and the life of the Spirit * bless you and
give you peace.

C: Amen.

SENDING MUSIC: “The Old Rugged Cross”
CCLI #19722 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pCIVtWiMBoY

Lyrics:
On a hill far away stood an old rugged cross

The emblem of suffering and shame
And I love that old cross where the dearest and best
For a world of lost sinners was slain
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So I'll cherish the old rugged cross (rugged cross)
Till my trophies at last I lay down

I will cling to the old rugged cross

And exchange it someday for a crown

To the old rugged cross I will ever be true

It's shame and reproach gladly bear

Then he'll call me some day to my home far away
Where his glory forever I'll share

And I'll cherish the old rugged cross (rugged cross)
Till my trophies at last I lay down

And I will cling to the old rugged cross

And exchange it someday for a crown

I will cling to the old rugged cross

And exchange it someday for a crown

DISMISSAL

P: Go in peace. Love! Proclaim! Serve!
C: Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by
permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #025369. New Revised Standard Version
Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ
in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

Prayer List

Requested: Jeanette (Davisson) Cain, Don Erickson, Jake Noggle,
Karen Guyer, Ardell Fortune, Julie Albertson, Larry Kohls, Sarah
Updegraff-Murray, Eric Clubb, Bill and Cindy Thias, Ben Phillips,
Meca Loftsgard, Liam O’Malley, Tom Heyer, Carla Hanson,
Keegan Klemp, Betty Helgerson, Joshua Butikofer.

Assisted Living, Nursing Homes & Shut-Ins: Betty Erickson,
Bud Siebrecht, Karen Follett, Madonna Stumme, Doris Guyer,
Evelyn Tague.

In the Military: Jeff Kleppe, Nathan Guyer, Kennedy White.




Sunday, August 3, 2025 Attendance: 36

Sunday, August 10, 2025 Attendance: 26
Loose: $112.00 Noisy Can: $18.27
Regular: $385.00

Total General Fund: $515.27
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Mon. 8/18 6pm Community Club Mtg.
Wed. 8/20 1:30pm WELCA Bible Study
Thurs. 8/21 10am-3pm  Pr. Mike on 1" Call Retreat
Fri. 8/22 6-8pm Nelson Visitation
Sat. 8/23 9am Nelson Visitation

10am Nelson Funeral/Luncheon

Sun. 8/24 9:30am Change UP Weorship Sewice

Holy Communion
10:30am Fellowship

E‘i"Noisy Can Offering for 3™ Quarter (July, August, September)
will be go toward the Roofing Project.

lieGi:. Senmior Game Day is on August 27, from 2-4pm. Come
joins us for games, snacks, and fun! All are welcome!

Wl

\ S

@?L Sunday School/Parish Ed. is looking for a couple of
Thrlvent Cards for Operation Christmas Child. Please contact the
office or a Parish Education Member if you can help out.

" Union Sunday School Musical Performance is featuring
Sally Boie & Friends is next Sunday, August 24" @ 2pm at the

school.
fLey

<~ CONFIRMATION CLASS will begin on Wednesday,
September 3", right after school (2:30ish) until 3:30pm.



CHANGE UP on the Change Up Worship The “Change Up”
Service has been changed to next week, the 4" Sunday (8/24) so
we can be in the church. Want to know what it’s about? You will
have to attend to find out!

It is with great joy that we invite you to honor the 125"
Anniversary of the Highland Lutheran Church. Join us for a
celebratory service, free will dinner, special music, historical

information and more.

125™ Anniversary Celebration
Sunday, September 7, 2025
10:30am-3pm
Highland Lutheran Church
13724 225% St.
Elkader, A 52043

To RSVP, or for more information, email
Sandralarson100@gmail.com or call 734-634-3623.

The ELCA has a new bishop!

We Are Pleased to Anhnounce the Election of

the REV. YEHIEL CURRY

as ELCA Presiding Bishop ‘
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