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qth Sunday after Pentecost
August 10, 2025
INTRODUCTION

Jesus says, “It is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the kingdom.” It is God’s promise
from the beginning—to Abraham, to the early church, and to the “little flock” of which we
are a part in today’s assembly. Faith, God’s baptismal gift, trusts the promises of God. Have
no fear.

GATHERING

PRELUDE: “Even So Come” by Chris Tomlin
CCLI #7036288 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4s0Zb189Sco

GREETING

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS

WCLC MISSION STATEMENT: (Recite all together)

As children of God, called to love God and one another, we proclaim the Word of God
through study, prayer, worship, and discipleship. We serve those in need within our
congregation, our community, and our world as an expression of God’s love for us.
LOVE, PROCLAIM, SERVE!

GATHER HYMN: “Have No Fear, Little Flock” ELW 764
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=znCP3-qrnMc

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

P: In the name of the Father, and of the -+ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.

P: Baptized into Christ, let us confess our sin.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Merciful God,

C: you free us to love others, but we neglect our neighbors and follow our own
way. You lead us by the Spirit of joy and peace, but we turn away from the
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abundant life you offer. You surround us with patience, kindness, and generosity,
but we grow weary in doing what is right. In your mercy, forgive us. Do not give up
on us. Heal us, break our bonds, and show us the path of life. Amen.

P: You belong to Christ Jesus and you are God’s children through faith. In the cross

of -+ Christ, and through the power of the Holy Spirit, your sins are forgiven. Clothed
with Christ, you are a new creation.
C: Amen.

KYRIE (Spoken)

P: In peace, let us pray to the Lord.

C: Lord, have mercy.

P: For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.

C: Lord, have mercy.

P: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the
unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.

C: Lord, have mercy.

P: For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to
the Lord.

C: Lord, have mercy.

P: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.

C: Amen, amen.

PRAYER OF THE DAY: (Recite all together)

Almighty God, you sent your Holy Spirit to be the life and light of your church.
Open our hearts to the riches of your grace, that we may be ready to receive you
wherever you appear, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

NOISY CAN OFFERING

SPECIAL MUSIC: “Still Waters-Psalm 23" by Leanna Crawford with Ben Fuller and
David Leonard CCLI #7199601 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4nS4WNqzUXY

WORD

First Reading: Genesis 15:1-6

! After these things the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision, “Do not be afraid,
Abram, I am your shield; your reward shall be very great.” > But Abram said,

“O Lord GoD, what will you give me, for I continue childless, and the heir of my house
is Eliezer of Damascus?” 3 And Abram said, “You have given me no offspring, so a
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slave born in my house is to be my heir.” * But the word of the LORD came to him, “This
man shall not be your heir; no one but your very own issue shall be your heir.” > He
brought him outside and said, “Look toward heaven and count the stars, if you are able
to count them.” Then he said to him, “So shall your descendants be.” ® And he believed
the LORD, and the LORD reckoned it to him as righteousness.

R: The Word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God!

Psalm: 33:12-22 (Responsively)

12 Happy is the nation whose God is the LORD!
Happy the people chosen to be God’s heritage!
3 The LORD looks down from heaven, and sees all humankind.
4 God sits firmly enthroned and watches all who dwell on the earth.
15 God fashions all their hearts and observes all their deeds.
16 A king is not saved by the size of the army,
nor are warriors rescued by their great strength.
7 The horse gives vain hope for victory;
despite its great strength it cannot save.
18 Truly, your eye is upon those who fear you, O LORD,
upon those who wait for your steadfast love,
19 to deliver their lives from death,
and to keep them alive in time of famine.
20 Our innermost being waits for you, O LORD, our helper and our shield.
21 Surely, our heart rejoices in you, for in your holy name we put our trust.
22 Let your lovingkindness, O LORD, be upon us, even as we place our hope in you.

Second Reading: Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16

"Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not

seen. ? Indeed, by faith our ancestors received approval. * By faith we understand that the
worlds were prepared by the word of God, so that what is seen was made from things
that are not visible.

8 By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to set out for a place that he was to
receive as an inheritance, and he set out, not knowing where he was going. ° By faith he
stayed for a time in the land he had been promised, as in a foreign land, living in tents, as
did Isaac and Jacob, who were heirs with him of the same promise. '° For he looked
forward to the city that has foundations, whose architect and builder is God. !! By faith,



with Sarah’s involvement, he received power of procreation, even though he was too old,
because he considered him faithful who had promised. '? Therefore from one person, and
this one as good as dead, descendants were born, “as many as the stars of heaven and as
the innumerable grains of sand by the seashore.”

13 All of these died in faith without having received the promises, but from a distance
they saw and greeted them. They confessed that they were strangers and foreigners on
the earth, '* for people who speak in this way make it clear that they are seeking a
homeland. ' If they had been thinking of the land that they had left behind, they would
have had opportunity to return. '® But as it is, they desire a better homeland, that is, a
heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God; indeed, he has
prepared a city for them.

R: The Word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God!

Gospel Acclamation

P: Alleluia.

C: Alleluia.

P: Keep awake and be ready, for you do not know on what day your Lord is
coming. Alleluia. (Matt. 24:42, 44)

C: Alleluia.

Gospel: Luke 12:32-40

P: The Holy Gospel according to Luke.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus said:] * “Do not be afraid, little flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give
you the kingdom. ** Sell your possessions and give alms. Make purses for yourselves
that do not wear out, an unfailing treasure in heaven, where no thief comes near and no
moth destroys. ** For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.

35 “Be dressed for action and have your lamps lit; 3® be like those who are waiting for
their master to return from the wedding banquet, so that they may open the door for him
as soon as he comes and knocks. *” Blessed are those slaves whom the master finds alert
when he comes; truly I tell you, he will fasten his belt and have them sit down to eat, and
he will come and serve them. *® If he comes during the middle of the night or near dawn
and finds them so, blessed are those slaves.

39 “But know this: if the owner of the house had known at what hour the thief was
coming, he would not have let his house be broken into. *° You also must be ready, for
the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect.”

P: The gospel of the Lord. C: Praise to you, O Christ.



SERMON Pastor David Coffin

HYMN OF THE DAY: “Let Us Ever Walk With Jesus” ELW 802
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IT7FVwecmVYE

INTERCESSIONS

P: God of grace, C: hear our prayer.

WE SHARE GOD’S PEACE

P: The peace of Christ be with you always.
C: And also with you.
P: Let us offer each other a sign of peace.

OFFERING

OFFERING PRAYER:

P: Creator God, in your wisdom you bring forth all that is good and the harvest is
plentiful. Strengthen us at your table with these gifts of the earth and our labor, that we
may work for the good of all; through Jesus Christ, our Savior.

C: Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER

P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.

Our Father,
who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

SENDING

BLESSING

P: The love of God abound in you; the grace of our Savior Jesus Christ fill your hearts;
and the life of the Spirit -+ bless you and give you peace.
C: Amen.
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SENDING MUSIC: “Guide Me Ever, Great Redeemer” ELW 618
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eWYduM{Gia4

DISMISSAL

P: Go in peace. Love! Proclaim! Serve!
C: Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg
Fortress Liturgies Annual License #025369. New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the
National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

Prayer List

Requested: Jeanette (Davisson) Cain, Don Erickson, Jake Noggle, Karen Guyer, Ardell
Fortune, Julie Albertson, Larry Kohls, Sarah Updegraff-Murray, Eric Clubb, Bill and
Cindy Thias, Ben Phillips, Meca Loftsgard, Liam O’Malley, Tom Heyer, Carla Hanson,
Keegan Klemp, Betty Helgerson, Joshua Butikofer.

Assisted Living, Nursing Homes & Shut-Ins: Betty Erickson, Bud Siebrecht, Karen
Follett, Madonna Stumme, Doris Guyer, Evelyn Tague.

In the Military: Jeff Kleppe, Nathan Guyer, Kennedy White.

Sunday, August 3, 2025 Attendance: 36
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Sat. 8/9 thru Thurs. 8/14, Pr. Mike is on vacation.
Mon. 8/11 6pm Women’s Auxiliary Mtg.
Wed. 8/13 2-4pm Senior Fun Day
Sun. 8/17 9:30am

§}N0isy Can Offering for 3 Quarter (July, August, September) will be go toward the
Roofing Project.
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Senior Game Day is on Aug. 13" & 27", from 2-4pm. Come joins us for
games, snacks, and fun! All are welcome!
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WL ‘@1 Sunday School/Parish Ed. is looking for a couple of Thrivent Cards for
Operatwn Christmas Child. Please contact the office or a Parish Education Member if
you can help out.

St. Paul Lutheran Church in Garnavillo invites you to “Back to School Q
Fundraiser” on Saturday, August 16, 2025, 5PM-8PM. A Free will offering will be
taken and all proceeds will go to Shepherd of the Hills to purchase school supplies.
Come and enjoy mouthwatering smoked meats and famous “Fair Stand Pickles!” Enjoy
your meal inside or outside (picnic table will be available) There will be a watermelon
seed spitting contest for kids and adults, and other games.

" Union Sunday School Musical Performance is featuring Sally Boie & Friends is
Sunday, Aug. 24" @ 2pm at the school.

CHANGE UP on the Change Up Worship The “Change Up” Service has been
changed to the 4™ Sunday (8/24) so we can be in the church. Want to know what it’s
about. You will have to attend to find out!
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It is with great joy that we invite you to honor the 125" Anniversary
of the Highland Lutheran Church. Join us for a celebratory service,
free will dinner, special music, historical information and more.

125™ Anniversary Celebration
Sunday, September 7", 2025
10:30am-3pm
Highland Lutheran Church
13724 225™ St.
Elkader, IA 52043

To RSVP, or for more information, email
SandralLarson100@gmail.com or call 734-634-3623.
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