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Easter Sunday 

March 31, 2024 

INTRODUCTION 
Christ is risen! Jesus is alive, and God has swallowed up death 

forever. With Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James, and 

Salome, we may feel astonished and confused, unsure of what to make 

of the empty tomb. But this is why we gather: to proclaim, witness, 

praise, and affirm the liberating reality of Christ’s death and 

resurrection. In word and feast, we celebrate God’s unending love, 

and depart to share this good news with all the world. Alleluia! 

GATHERING 

PRELUDE: 

GREETING 

P: He is risen! 

C: He is risen indeed! 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  

C:  And also with you. 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

WCLC MISSION STATEMENT: As children of God, called to 

love God and one another, we proclaim the Word of God through 

study, prayer, worship, and discipleship.  We serve those in need 

within our congregation, our community, and our world as an 

expression of God’s love for us.  LOVE, PROCLAIM, SERVE! 

GATHER HYMN: "Jesus Christ Is Risen Today"     ELW 365 

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the wellspring of grace, 

our Easter and our joy. 

C: Amen. 

 



P: Look, here is water! 

C: Here is our water of life! Alleluia! 

P: Immersed in the promises of baptism, let us give thanks for what 

God has done for us. We give you thanks, O God, for in the 

beginning your voice thundered over the deep and water became 

the essence of life. Adam and Eve beheld Eden’s verdant rivers. 

The ark carried your creation through the flood into a new day. 

Miriam led the dancing as your people passed through the sea 

into freedom’s land. In a desert pool the Ethiopian official entered 

your boundless baptismal life. Look, here is water! 

C: Here is our water of life! Alleluia! 

P: At the river your beloved Son was baptized by John and 

anointed with the Holy Spirit. By the baptism of Jesus’ death and 

resurrection you opened the floodgates of your reconciling love, 

freeing us to live as Easter people. We rejoice with glad hearts, 

giving all honor and praise to you, through the risen Christ, our 

source of living water, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and 

forever. 

C: Amen. 

P: Look, here is water! 

C: Here is our water of life! Alleluia! 

KYRIE       ELW pg. 120 

CANTICLE OF PRAISE    This is the feast…. ELW pg. 122 

PRAYER OF THE DAY: O God, you gave your only Son to 

suffer death on the cross for our redemption, and by his 

glorious resurrection you delivered us from the power of death. 

Make us die every day to sin, that we may live with him forever 

in the joy of the resurrection, through your Son, Jesus Christ 

our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

NOISY CAN OFFERING 



SPECIAL MUSIC: WCLC Choir 

WORD 

First Reading:  Acts 10:34-43 

34Peter began to speak to [the people]: “I truly understand that God 

shows no partiality, 35but in every nation anyone who fears him 

and does what is right is acceptable to him. 36You know the 

message he sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus 

Christ—he is Lord of all. 37That message spread throughout Judea, 

beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John announced: 38how 

God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with 

power; how he went about doing good and healing all who were 

oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. 39We are witnesses 

to all that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to 

death by hanging him on a tree; 40but God raised him on the third 

day and allowed him to appear, 41not to all the people but to us who 

were chosen by God as witnesses, and who ate and drank with him 

after he rose from the dead. 42He commanded us to preach to the 

people and to testify that he is the one ordained by God as judge of 

the living and the dead. 43All the prophets testify about him that 

everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through 

his name.” 

R:  The Word of the Lord.          C: Thanks be to God! 

Psalm: 118:1-2, 14-24  (Responsively) 

1Give thanks to the LORD, for the LORD is good; 

  God’s mercy endures forever. 
2Let Israel now declare, “God’s mercy endures forever.” 
14The LORD is my strength and my song, 

  and has become my salvation. 
15Shouts of rejoicing and salvation echo in the tents of the  

righteous: “The right hand of the LORD acts valiantly! 
16The right hand of the LORD is exalted! 

  The right hand of the LORD acts valiantly!” 



17I shall not die, but live, and declare the works of the LORD. 
18The LORD indeed punished me sorely, 

  but did not hand me over to death. 
19Open for me the gates of righteousness; 

  I will enter them and give thanks to the LORD. 
20“This is the gate of the LORD; here the righteous may enter.” 
21I give thanks to you, for you have answered me 

  and you have become my salvation. 
22The stone that the builders rejected 

  has become the chief cornerstone. 
23By the LORD has this been done; it is marvelous in our eyes. 
24This is the day that the LORD has made; 

  let us rejoice and be glad in it. 

Second Reading:   1 Corinthians 15:1-11 

1Now I would remind you, brothers and sisters, of the good news 

that I proclaimed to you, which you in turn received, in which also 

you stand, 2through which also you are being saved, if you hold 

firmly to the message that I proclaimed to you—unless you have 

come to believe in vain. 

 3For I handed on to you as of first importance what I in turn had 

received: that Christ died for our sins in accordance with the 

scriptures, 4and that he was buried, and that he was raised on the 

third day in accordance with the scriptures, 5and that he appeared 

to Cephas, then to the twelve. 6Then he appeared to more than five 

hundred brothers and sisters at one time, most of whom are still 

alive, though some have died. 7Then he appeared to James, then to 

all the apostles. 8Last of all, as to one untimely born, he appeared 

also to me. 9For I am the least of the apostles, unfit to be called an 

apostle, because I persecuted the church of God. 10But by the grace 

of God I am what I am, and his grace toward me has not been in 

vain. On the contrary, I worked harder than any of them—though it 

was not I, but the grace of God that is with me. 11Whether then it 

was I or they, so we proclaim and so you have come to believe. 

R:  The Word of the Lord.          C: Thanks be to God! 



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION “Alleluia…”     ELW pg. 124 

Gospel: Mark 16:1-8 

P: The Holy Gospel according to Mark. C: Glory to you, O Lord. 

1When the sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, and Mary the 

mother of James, and Salome bought spices, so that they might go 

and anoint [Jesus’ body]. 2And very early on the first day of the 

week, when the sun had risen, they went to the tomb. 3They had 

been saying to one another, “Who will roll away the stone for us 

from the entrance to the tomb?” 4When they looked up, they saw 

that the stone, which was very large, had already been rolled 

back. 5As they entered the tomb, they saw a young man, dressed in 

a white robe, sitting on the right side; and they were alarmed. 6But 

he said to them, “Do not be alarmed; you are looking for Jesus of 

Nazareth, who was crucified. He has been raised; he is not here. 

Look, there is the place they laid him. 7But go, tell his disciples and 

Peter that he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see 

him, just as he told you.” 8So they went out and fled from the tomb, 

for terror and amazement had seized them; and they said nothing to 

anyone, for they were afraid. 

P:  The gospel of the Lord.          C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 

CHILDREN’S SERMON   Pastor Mike Erickson 

SERMON                     Pastor Mike Erickson 

HYMN OF THE DAY: "Thine Is The Glory"      ELW 376 

 

NICENE CREED 

We believe in one God,  

the Father, the Almighty,  

maker of heaven and earth,  

of all that is,  

seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 



God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; 

through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin  

Mary and became truly human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius  

Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living  

and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and  

glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of  

sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the  

life of the world to come. Amen. 

INTERCESSIONS 

P:  God of grace,   C: hear our prayer. 

WE SHARE GOD’S PEACE 

P: The peace of Christ be with you always. 

C: And also with you.  

P: Let us offer each other a sign of peace. 

SPECIAL MUSIC:"Because He Lives" by Matt Maher 
CCLI 7027887    https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IJXKBqeNvDk 

OFFERING 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IJXKBqeNvDk


OFFERING PRAYER  

P: Risen One, you call us to believe and bear fruit. May the gifts 

that we offer here be signs of your abiding love. Form us to be 

your witnesses in the world, through Jesus Christ, our true vine. 

C: Amen. 

MEAL 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 

P: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

P: Lift up your hearts. 

C: We lift them to the Lord. 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

PREFACE 

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all 

times and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and 

merciful God, for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus 

Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our 

sin; who in dying has destroyed death, and in rising has brought us 

to eternal life.  

And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of 

the resurrection, with earth and sea and all their creatures, and with 

angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your 

name and join their unending hymn: 

Holy, holy, holy…..     ELW pg. 130 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

P: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took 

bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, 

saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for 

the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for 

all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this 

for the remembrance of me. 



*LORD’S PRAYER 

P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread;  

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom,  

and the power, and the glory,  

forever and ever. Amen. 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION  

P: The risen Christ is made known to us in the breaking of the 

bread. Come and eat at God’s table. 

COMMUNION  

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION: Shepherding God, you 

have prepared a table before us and nourished us with your 

love. Send us forth from this banquet to proclaim your 

goodness and share the abundant mercy of Jesus, our redeemer 

and friend. Amen. 

SENDING 

BLESSING 

P: Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

C: Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

P: The God of resurrection power, the Christ of unending joy, and 

the Spirit of Easter hope ☩ bless you now and always. 

C: Amen. 

SENDING MUSIC: "Good Christian Friends, Rejoice & Sing!"  

              ELW 385 

DISMISSAL 

P: Go in peace. Love. Proclaim. Serve.    

C: Thanks be to God. 



From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by 
permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #025369. New Revised Standard Version 

Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ 

in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

Prayer List 

Requested:  Jeanette (Davisson) Cain, Don Erickson, Ken 

Erickson, Jake Noggle, Karen Guyer, Lynzee Henrikson-

Makowski, Karen Kohls, Ardell Fortune, Inez Oakland, Julie 

Albertson, Danice Cummings, Larry Kohls, Jennifer Ruckdashel, 

Karen Kerner, Terry Cummings. 

Assisted Living, Nursing Homes & Shut-Ins: Millard Nelson, 

Betty Erickson, Gail Herman, Marilyn Knutsen, Bud Siebrecht, 

Karen Follett, Judy Nelson, Gary Kittleson. 

In the Military: Jeff Kleppe, Nathan Guyer, Major Stephanie 

Wilkins, Kennedy White.  

                                                                               . 

Tues. 3/2  9am   Quilting 

Wed. 3/3  1pm   WELCA Board Mtg. 

2:30pm  Confirmation 

   5:30pm            Council Mtg. 

Sun. 4/7  9:30am             Sunday Service 

      Holy Communion 

      Confirmation 

      Sunday School 

   4pm   Sunday Mtg. 

Wednesday, March 20, 2024     Attendance: 46 

Loose: $233.00 (Open Hands Food Pantry)       Lent: $245.00 

Total General Fund: $478.00 

   Roof: $90.00 

 

Palm Sunday, March 24, 2024   Attendance: 60 

Regular: $315.00             Noisy Can: $42.27 

Total General Fund: $357.27 

 



 

Noisy Can Offering for 2nd Quarter (April - June) will go to Jo 

Kramer from Waucoma, for her ongoing health concerns and 

cancer treatments. Jo writes a blog about her experiences with her 

illness. 

 Direct Deposit Offering is available for your 

weekly/monthly offering. Simply contact the office for account and 

routing information. It’s fast and easy! 

 Pictorial Time! Our last pictorial was five years ago and a 

lot has happened since then. As we start preparing for our next 

pictorial, we are asking you to share any photos of church events 

with the office. We would like to have a good representation of all 

the things we do as a congregation from worship to the Fall 

Dinner, quilting to Luther League. 

 Calmar Lutheran Church Luther League BINGO! on 

April 28th @ the church in Calmar. Doors open at 2:30pm. Games 

start at 3pm. $2 buy in with each additional card $5 each. 15 

regular BINGO games, 4 special games and 1 blackout. Payout (1 

winner per game): $25 for regular bingo, $40 for special games and 

$100 for blackout winner. Concessions available. Door prizes and 

50/50 raffle. 

 WCLC Camperships are available for those attending 

a faith-based summer camp in 2024. Stop in the office or email the 

church for the application. You are encouraged to submit the 

completed application before the May 1st, Council Meeting. This 

will allow for timely receipt of campership funds. 

The last confirmation class is this Wednesday, April 3rd. 

Thank you to all who brought Easter Lilies for the cross and 

altar. 

No Sunday School on April 7th, so the youth can attend the 

confirmation ceremony at service. 



 

 

 

 

 

 


